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N ancient times there ſtood an old 
Caſtle on the ſide of à hill, by the 
foot of which ran the waters of | 
the mighty Euphrates.-. The namenaf 
this caſtle was Fenler, and in that eleva- 
ted building 'Mifogug beſt faw tlie light. 
The father of Miſogug, almoſt as old as 
his caſtle, had long fer ved in the King of 
Babylon's armies, and conſideied himſelf. 
as ſcarce the inferior of that mighty mo- 


narch; becauſe he was lord of this vene W s 


rable caſtle, and bore tres half moon 
Vol. I. A upon 
4 


(2 , 


a terrible tellow. He was for ever re- 
counting to his fon the battles which he 


| had gained, the towns which he had ta- 


ken by aſſault, and the veſſels which he 
had driven to the bottom. He wiſhed to 
render his fon completely accompliſhed in 
te art of man/laughter ; and he therefore 
gave him daily leſſons in that noble art, 
which he eagerly defired to ſee him put in 
practice: and it is certain, that Miſogug 
muſt infallibly have become an hero, if 
the great Oroſmades had not ordairied 
* E different fue. 1 

„T W of this youth was a 1 
ab beyond threeſcore; who 
Had, at leaſt a few months before, left off 
adorning her fair perſon with rouge, or 
with feathers;——wentoftener to the moſque 
and the convent, than to the play. or the 
— herſelf moſt devoutly 


635 
before all the images of Mithra or Mill» 
ta and ſtill trembled, like a child, at 
the warlike harangues which thundered 
from the lips of her beloved huſband. She 
had a prodigious averſion for all the young 
lords in the neighbourbood: but, in ak 

mends for this, the was extremely fond 
of converfing with her ſori's precepitons, 
and would often Ggh, while med " 
* ves een his Jolly & countenance. 


* Y 


= young ges preceptor was 
one of the Magi, and his name was: Ab 
loyo. He argued, that mankind: were 

guilty of innumerable follies, becauſe they 
Fielded, without reſiſtance, to the force of 
paſſion; but he afferted, that our paſſions 
might be eaſily reſiſted, and particularly 
the impetuous paſſion of Love, which is 
often the moſt tyrannical of them all; and 
« thus,” faid he, © may à man riſe whok. 
Low 1 ſuperior W An au- 


* 


— 


chor who had not the honour of belongs 
ing to che venerable body of the Magi, 


[TE] 


proved to him, in a ſmall pamphlet, that 
this reaſoning was exceedingly fooliſhand 
Gophiſtical. Alloyo replied in fix huge fo- 
lios; and theſe could not but overpower 
the tiny pamphlet of his opponent. The 
world ſaid, that ee eee 
geen philoſop herr. 


asus Aal HO 2% 24%) 123244 
wy Is theſe auſtere principles he . 
the ſon of Fenler; and wiſely foreſeeing 
_ that: love ſhould: never be able to hurry 
dim aſtray, that never a fair face ſhould 
turn his head, he beſtowed on him the 
name of AMAiſagug, which, in the Babylo- 
nian tongue, ſignifies, man- Hater. Eve 
q thing conſpired to excite in the breaſt 
A. Miſogug an averſion to che fair ſexs 
War and.battles were his father's conſtant 
topics: his mother and his preceptor were 


for ever inculcating on himleſlous of chaf# 
0 4 5 — | tity. 


1 
try. Women mat have ve appeared to him 
to be monſters. Nature, ahl nature wa 


over nnn 2 1 


| les as well ther man... Bax ary 
c 2 ediuogty try fb tech Nut an 
1 eren 
ſogug muſt go to receive the honeur of > = 
commiſſion in the King of Babylon's a. 
my. This order was communicated ' to- 
permiſſion to flaughter his brettiren, and 
lege of. expoſing. kirafelf to ſiaughter. He 
then bowed his forehead, all covered witii 
Beate cheek; and eng — 
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Ent diſcovering/ any consern er regret} | 
for ſbe-had impoſed it on herſelf as à law; 


es idegriviof perfefiiong by liteni 


8 
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e ; 
| \Myrqave' paring interview with-his . 
* cee eee 


advices to frequent the moſques, and wo. 


eſſociate wick the Magi, ſhe put into his 
hands a. letter, addreſſed to a rich mere 
chant in Babylon, from whom he was to 
draw the ſum of four hundred pieces of 


ald. which his, good mother deſigned 


thor the price of his commiſſion. Slie then 
ambraced him and bade him adieu, with.. 


10 tepreſs that natural weakneſs, called 


Withe precepts. of the lage 2 a 9 


Min 925705; Has thrHt Ui, od 2308 


ro n hi part, preſented to hit 


— dann 


C9 F - 
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on ſample and unſuſpecting men- © L way 9 
4 deſigning, my child, ſaid he, to accm - 
pan) vou to. Babylon, to be your guars = 
<, dian amid the dangers and temptations 4 
5*,-which will there ſurround you; but J 4 
certain circumſtances render that ra · ; 
65 ther inconvenient. However, take this 
* bock, and keep it always about youl = 
It will teach you to eee = 
chat a young man has moſt reaſon its 
1. dread;” Raad it by night and by dayy | 2 
„ and by night and by day it will * 1 
ſpire you with the fear of God, and 1 
of che fair fex.!? -Miſegug thankfully ß 
 xeceived the preſent; deg Dice - 3 
having 'repeatedly: given his- diſeiple the 3 
Kifs-of peace; returned, without emote m 


= 
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| to adminiſter - conſolation: to the i -: 4 


Penler. aul Nie. an 1 34 eile r ; = 
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6 
res, faid Miſogug to himſelf, ſince my 
good maſter has inceſſantly warned me of 
their deceitful arts, and has even written a 
book againſt them: I muſt avoid and deteſt 


his carriage ſtopped at the gates of Baby- 


lon. He alighted, in order to enjoy a bet- 


ter view of that city, and was: greatly: 


nobler and more elegant than tlie caſtle 
en ers Ma, mel eber 
whoſe beauty he had ſometimes heard tha 
Magi, who uſed to dine at Fenler, come 
mild radianee of: the. ſtam. A the fight 
ef che fair girls of Babylon, he. began 16 
think the Magi but indifferent judges: 


be e — of- 
a the | 


} Sinn and ſtars. Gladlywoutd mae 


tures, whom he ſaw tripping along 0 | 
nimbly and gracefully ; but he recollec> | 


Co) 


ted the leſſons. of the great Alloyo, which 


calf Area eee bed {wiſdom 
to enlighten his eyes, and: extinguiſhed 


in his breaſt the kindling ſparks of de 
fires) I rung br x v0f. M ch. 
10 zt Me 2 110 5 7 14. 2 4 * 
eee while on the Bade 
bylonian ladies, with a much more eager 
attention than he paid to either the ſtreets 
or the- buildings, in ſpite of the dock 


Miſogug recollected Ann had a letter! 
to delixer 0 a rich merchant, from wbom 
gold to pay for his commiſſion. Thab! 
. 8 houſe was- at &. conſülerable 
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57 Aſtanee, and he had ſome diffculty ts 
get there. At firſt; his ears were ſo ſtun- 
ned with the noiſe of carriages meeting, 
creoſſing, and joſtling each other, that he 
' thought-for ſome time be had loſt the 
fenſe of hearing. - Noiſe does not Kill, 
bowever; fad Miſogug to himſelf, and 1 
Gall, by and bye, acculton myſelf to it3 
but a man is in continual-danger of being 
Srerturned, and hauing bis limbs broke 
by thoſe horſes and carriages; and one is 
o blinded and beſpatered uith this daft. 


citizens: uf Bap B 
that in a city whoſe: police is ſor well regu- 
Hated, no attempt has been made to re- 
medy ſuch inconveniencies. Was this. 
city built only for people who can afford 
to ride in their carriages? or can one 
| half of its inhabitants Have any right to 
amuſe themſelves with cruſhing or mains 
ing the other? 


+ 
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ion. 


Ca 3 --: | 
- Wren ſuch reſlections Miſogug walked - 
on, covering his face with his hands, to 


through his fingers, he ſaw a pair of large 
heavy horſes coming rip, with two animals 
on their backs, who appeared to be ra- 
ther greater brutes than they, He retired 
to a corner to let them paſs; fwearing 
moſt furiouſly againſt Babylon, the car- 
riages, the coach- drivers, and the horſes ʒ 
but, to moderate his paſſion, he could not 
help ſtealing a glance at the fair ladies 
who paſſed. At laſt, after a good deal of 
ſwearing and gazing on the 1 he * 


| men 
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0 The feed ne abi 


and he did not refuſe it. He had got 


himſelf befpattered all over with dirt, in 
walking through D N of | 


bk % » | 
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keep off the duſt. In a little, locking 


I never was at Memphis, returned. Mifo- 


C wm ) 
* Tnoven not fond of money, the ſum 
which" he received from the merehant 
made him ſoon forget his diſagreeablé 5 
walk. But a ſtranger, wid had ſeen him 


enter the merchant's houſe with'an air of 
importance, played him a trick; for which 
be could not ſo eaſiby conſole Himſelf, 


This man walked backwards and for- 


wards in the ſtreet before the merchant's 


door till he faw' Miſogug come out; when 


immediately running up to him, he cried 


eagerly, How dye do, my friend? 1 
* hope you have been very well ſince 1 
. had laſt the pleaſure of ſeeing you?“ 
Very well, anſwered Miſogug, with ſur- 
prize; but where did we meet laſt? or, 
when did our acquaintance commence ? 
# How! have you forgot your friend 


= Sandeck, whom you left at Memphis ?” 


replied the! Babylonian. At Memphis! 


gug; Lame only this morning from the 


— 


a9) 


caftle"of Feriler ;: and Ifwear by the tur! 
_ ets of thati-good'rcaffla; tllis is The firſt 

Journey l ever made in my life. Ah! 
J aſk your pardon, Sir, I am miſtaken: 
Vo are ſo very like x Misgreliau, a 
< [friend of mine, who-comes ſometimes = 
to Babylon, that I have taken vou for 
* him; but to afford me an oppertuni- 


ty of making amends for this rudeneſs; 
will your Kordſhiphaye the gootineſs to 
- + partake ofa) poor fupper.at iny houſe | 
+ to-night?”  Miſogug began 10 think | 
himſelf a man of ſome importance in 
Babylon, on Hearing a ſtrauget ih vite him 
to ſupper i in ſo very reſpeQfub terms. Ile 
followed Sandeck, who cotiducted him 
into a hauſe, neatly and commodiouſſys 
though not ſplendidly furniſhed. After 
wathing with perfumed waters, they! ſat 
down to ſupper. Thelexereiſe which Mk. 
ſogug had taken through the day had 
el, B . heartily, 


| ' MI 
heartily, but ſpoke little. The taſe'was 
quite different with Sandeck, for he talked 


A great deal, and ſrarce eat any thing. In 


the cburſe of converſation, he came to 
underſtand that Miſogug had juſt been 
recei diving four hundred pieces of gold. 


mute all at once. Miſogug obſerving him 
ſuddenly aſſume an air of fadneſs; could 
not forbear aſking the teaſori 2/4 Alas? 
anſwered he, I was yeſterday the hap: - 
= pieſtof men, Thadaddightfulcountry- 
< houſe” at the diftance of four leagues 
from Babylony laſt niglit, by the ne- 
e gligence 6f à groum, it has been ſet on 


fire; all is burnt to the grountl;j I am 


teduced to beggary. With the income 


* 


* which I drew from that countryahouſe, 
« * Twas enabled to keep à houſe in town; 


and to-morrow I ſhall be turned to the 
less, With my wife, my children, 


"5 NINE 2 ualeſs ſome benevolent 


*U friend 


93 
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. friend charitably aſſiſt nia. Ah f what 


+ ſhall J do, J ſhall be rewpted-20.throw 
„ naylelf headlong into the Kuphratesg 


or compelled to: beg my bread from 


door to door.“ Miſogug was gener 
ous. and ; compailionate ; the idea; of 
country-houſe. burnt to the ground bythe 
eareleſſneſs of a groom, of children, 4 
wife, ſlaves, an homeſt citizen, all ready 
to ;periſh, drew tears from: his ea, and 
ls neee e eee 
Here, PAN ri Sandock,: — theſe 
hundred pieces af gold: go; xe-build-poug 
countryhoule; provide head far your fat 
mily, and entertain nd mog thoughts of 
plunging into the Euphrates. Fandeck 


ready to ne ſucceſs, n 


and yet, wiſhing: — great 


neſs of mind as Miſogug, refuſes his offer, 


ann he can't -tepay-the Jun ſooner 
N | B 2 E than 


< 6) 
than at tlie end of tires tlays-:Milogug, ts 
| make himiealyslet him know thathe could 


2 to 1 Sl 
knowledgmens: of the debt, and would 
1 return with it inmediately. Soon after, 
a number af aumed men entered the on 
and conimanded him in-the name af the 
grand Deter bum, weed 
knew: an thing of one Sani, 
repligy Milogugy b hans haft been at bur 
per witk him here, he Jeft be; rom but 
thin moment. A he id.thi „the leader 
of the hand made a ſign to his followers te 
run aſter and apprehend Sandeck, while 
he hiniſelf continued with Miſogugo The 
ales ee Deſterham, fixing bis 
A eyes 


” 4 
GC 


4 


eyes ſteruly on Mi g, aſked him, Db 
4 you know, Sir; whom: you hv, beok 
in company with? With a very 8 
man; anſwered. Miſogug- * Wih the 
2 
* of — td Been Be wiibebStrie 
three hundred baſtinadòes o His feet, 
have à creſcent imprinted on his Hou 
der with a/redbbor' irn, aid be fett 
on board one 6b rite Ming of Babylor's. 
bes v Sdindevk wihivper!"exalirtt- 
ed Miſogug with indignation that vir- 
hundred piecet of ed, #0 enable him: fo 
re-build his—contitry-Houſe| which ha 
Been accidentalby ſet dn fire; and whid- 
nt otherwiſe going to leap imo the Eu- 
ching mem obaſe ! O vinoud d Bri. 
ta! Canyou yermit fach caltninies?. Se 
deck iv but in die next Toon; E-chatl 
Aitilgonmt B 3 bring 


«© 8 ) 


tidy; him to prove that you tell a falfe- 
Hood; \and-are yourſelf a moſt . notorious 
- viſcal At theſe words, he was going to 
run aſter Sandeck; dut æ ſlave ſtopped 
him, and pulling him by the ſleeve, aſked 
him: toi pay for his entertainment and 
attendance. Entertainment- and atten- 
dance! ſaid Miſogug; are nat you Sam. 

deck's flave? has not he entertained me 
2e ſuppet# . We kad nothing of Sam 
&- decks Sir, M aifwered the flave, you 
4. have ſupped in one of the principal 
4 taverns: m Babylon; and my maſter does 
4. not uſe td entertain ſtrangers gr 
« tis“ This not Sandeck's.houle'! ſaid 


Fungeſhe had uſed ts bim; but this gen 
eee 
— > funtadragaiab 

i „ dunplicity. 


1 9 9 


 dGmphicity.'- He therefore wanne 

that unleſs he inſtantly told him down an 
hundred: pieces, he would go inform a- 
gainſti him as an accomplice with Sam 
deck, and cauſe him to undergo: the lamp 
puniſmant. Miſogug, having nd incl 
nation either to part with his liberty, or 
ts ſubmit his ſhoulder blade to the red 
Hot iron, preſented to the Deſterhangs 
officer the hundred pieces which he de- 
manded, paid the ſlave for the lupper, 
and walked' off ſwearing that he would 
rangers M0 Hip A pt ity 6 
Aiat us,: dn a A 
Ass ſoon as he got intai the ſtreet, be- 
ginning to refle& on his adventure, and 
apoſtrophiſing the ſage Alboyo, as: if he 
Had, been preſent; My-deat master, ſaig 
Ke; you gave me a bon to. track me how 
© -gubx&-aghinſt-the/arts of the Babyle- 
e WW | 


echt! | 


* 3 cvindeiin a 


to have inſtantly waited on the miniſter 


fon. Butz guod heavens 4. ow ffrall 1 
appear before him? I have only two hum 


( | 
warn me esche wickadbelh uf. denn 
Babylon, and to prevent me from being 
the dupe of thoſe raſcals, who come to 


bout to leap into the Euphtates. Miſogug 
now began to think that Alloyo was not 
abſolutely infallible — 
His maſter kalen Heiden bol bee | 
with rather leſs terror. I ought} added he 
inſtead of geing to ſup with a ftranger, 


from whom Lam to receive my commiſ- 


red pieces of gold to offer him. He wilt 
perhapg gefuſt me. Miſogug: was muck 
uifeſts@ with! ehis-rhouphts Old Fenbef 
dad given him ſuch impreſſipns of min 
ry Shoe ute dee 
CA: N | him, 


J ²˙ m te. Fs Rab 


As che was walking on, wholly oc 


49 
him, and he wept to think, chat for war 
Mc gov _ 
loſe the opportunity of becoming a her 


J U Oe öl at _ 
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pied with theſe melanetioly reſlections, 
an old woman coming up, pulls tim by 
the arm, and ſays to im ſaſiiy: My 
good Sir, vill you come a femfteps this 
* way with me, and ſee the preitieſt lady 
in Babylon ?* Miſogugz a little ſorpriz- 
ed; atks, What lady ? Sn angel on earth, 
a. Houröz the paradiſe of Brama com 
n tains not à divinet etealure, replies 
the old woman. Although at the fight 
of the young women of Babylon the ſe- 
vere noral f Alloy had begun to loſe 
credit with; Mifggug, yet ſtilk he could 
not diveſt himſelf of all that) venleration 
which he had once entertained for a max 
ter whom. he eſtermed wild. Tell yeur 


v LG BR 6 | houri, 


ram you he would not heſitate a mo- 


Ca) 
Houri, "replied he to the old womai 
that were ſhe {till more divine; yet the 
bidden me to ſee her. And who is that 


viſeſt and moſt virtuous of men?” re- 


and ſtriking her ſtaff on the ground. 
Tis Doctor Alloyo, one of the magi, 
v lo has been m preceptor . Was you, 
Aloyo wiſer or more virtuous than 
4 Zoroaſter > he muſtꝭ haue been à fool 
to forbid yon any ſuch thing. - How 


& could Alloys know any thing of pretty 


< Jow me. Were he here himſelf; I war- 


* ment to pay his homage to the fair 


4 Zumilla,* Wich thele words, the old 


woman preraĩled with Miſogug to follow 


der, though he could not help ſaying foftly 
_ 40 himſelf, 1 do wrong in diſobeying che 
Agel | puniſſv 


( 23) 
pimiſtorhe for it. However; what: pleas 
ure can I hope to» find in Babylon, if! 
refuſe to fee the fair ladies it poſſeſſes 
feelings with. other men. Immedi mediately he 
found himſelf inithe apartrhene df Zumib 
la; and how great was his aſtewithment, 
hen he looked around him, and recolle. 
| ted the paultry chamber he had occupicd 


in the caſtle of Fenler ?! N 


eim, Ah le went) stete 3 
"> Zunnas's apartment was fubnithed 
with the greateſt ſplendour and elegance. 
The walls were hung with rich Phænici. 
In ſtuffs ; and theſe again were vere 
which Love has obtained over the fair, and 
of the various forms Which he has aſſuni- 
ſpread, the rich carpets of Madras and Sd. 
— but tine Reld/ctiares 
T6 1 | <d 


* 


and communicated to every nerve a thrill 


Adelighted to hold ſuſpended in the clouds: 
and who would ſay, he was miſtaken? 


(a 


as el che herrt of Miſogug, was the mild 
luſtre of a number of wasbkändles, of 


which ſome being placed upon vaſes of | 
alabaſter, and others underchryſtal-globes 
covered with white gauze; like the pale 


| regent of night when half [veiled with. 


light, which ſeemed to invite to ſoft joy, 


of pleaſure. Other objects no leſs attrac- 
tive, cohcurted to excite the warineſt 


emotions in the breaſt of the youth. A 
ſuperb bed, raiſed above the floor, which 
Broupes of little loves ſcemed to ſupport 


ting receſs. To Miſogug it appeared the 


throne ef a deity, which other. deities 


2 1 #5 * 
young ming Who preſſed the fore fingir * 
of his right hand on his tips; 25 u fignat 
of ſilence, and with the other eadeavonr? 55 
ed io draw cloſe the curtains, Which nta 
_ fant) loves were pulling back wich fly 
laugh; fleep, hovering above, ſtrewed 
down ertiwhs of ;poppirs end ned With | 
roſes, and with one hand unfolded-d vaſt 
picture, on which were painted à variety” 
of figures repreſenting fantaſtic thauglits. 
At the four oorners, upon gilded pedeſ< 
uls, wert placed aur puts of the fineſt 
materials and moſt elegant workmanſhip, 
in which aber, /andai, and other precious 
aromatics were conftatuly burning ʒ and 
cchaled clouds, of am ex qui fitely-delicenhe 
perfumè, bhich ranging themſelves dire 
ly above the bed in a pleaſing diforder; 
recalled to thee imagination all the moſt 
luxuriant ünd captivating. deſeriptiom of 
the Foets, and al thoſe wild and aftoniſhs 
ing images which the genius of the Orien- 
Vol. I, C 0 tals 
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* eib clk . cohceive. On that famp- 
tuaus bed, or rather on that ſacred altar, 
the fair Zumilla, charming prieſteſs! of 

Pleaſure, was waiting to aſſiſt and to ele- 
vate the devotions of the pious votaty.” wt 
* ets e Fee it gest 
Wu Miſogag appeared, FOR reprbs 
manded the old matron with great feve- 

rity, for introducing a man into her apart- 

ment when the was in bed: the matron, | 
to whom ſuch 'reproaches were no no. 

velty, made noanſwer, but retired refpeft- 
fully, and left the votary'alone with the 
prieſteſs, - At firſt, ſhe put ſeveral quel- 
re- nge 3 of: which he could: not per- 
defign': > >the aſkedt hi how 

| hn ho tl been in Babylon ? what was 

bis bufitiefs in town ? and wflat motive 

kad brought him to her? Miſogug, who 
thought that ſhe was no Teſt than a god- 
dis whs pur theſe queltiens to him; prof- 

1 ee ere „and — 'the 


8% 
moſt profound reſpect informed har, that 
he had left the good caſtle of Fenler om. 
ly that morning, and had: been only 
few hours in Babylon. This anfwer was = 
followedyſeveratother queſtions of equal 
importance. By carrying on far ſome tinit 
Miſogug, Zumilla-atlengtlr inſpired hich 
with ſome confidence. He began 10. look 
up,—far till nem his eyes hai: been fh 
on the ground, — he was dazzled with 
the charms of the fair Zumilh he f 
her ſmile, and that ſmilk pur lie beſide 
e a ene Rong! on k 
kette afoot ann Fo Start 1. | 
ae had ga ane 
— and: whoſe chariot is 
drawn by owts, performed half her night- 
ly courſe; arid ſtill was the young and 
vigorous: Miſogug continuing to give un- 
feigned proofs of the moſt rapturous de- 
vation to the adorable; charms of the di- 
Loh C2 vine 
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une Zumilta. Sleep, at laſt; irrefiſtible 
eep, put an end to his exertions and his 
Joys. K vain did he ſtrive to continue 
make and active. To travel from the 
(caſtle of Fenler, to run up and down the 
ſtrerts of Babylon, and to paſs the night 
with the fair Zumilla, were exploits ſuf. 
bcient to fatigue. even the god Vit 
Nai, or the demi - god Hercules. +Miſo- 
ug fam plainly that! he was neither 3 
Viſnou nor 2 Hercules, and he reſigned 
milla had taſted, left a raviſbing and vo- 
luptuous ſenſation over her whole frame; 
far more delightful than fleep; and which 
baniſhed ſieep from her eyes. But the 
young Miſogug, in his flumbers, ihought 
he ſaw his preceptor Alloyo, who frown- 
ied; on bim furiouſſy, and, with many 
bitter reproaches, tore him from the bed 
ef Zumilla to carry him home to Fen- 
Arr. He n ſtarted. up, and dreſ- 
a 2 fed 
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E bimſelf with great haſte; but happen- 
ing to put his hand in his purſe; which | 


pee ant ett 


Lk s pillow. He aſted her to; whom: theſs 
| 77 #9 A 
— — 

8 her — the: — 
. 
colt; at 2 ies. 18732. * nll 7 FE 

80 Seshe. wn be ir thy Werz, when 
*lefting-dn hisxubyenture; Row, in the 
nd: bid be to himdelf; could my o 
Ae Ae think. ef teaching me 
and to àvoid tie air ſex ? The fair 


eld lady in 
5 3 * 
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to make me happy with her favours; but 
has, beſides, offered me a purfe of gold. 
Such are the dangers to which one is ex- 
poſed with thaſe charming creatures! O 
my dear maſter, whom I once chouglit 
the wiſeſt of men! much do I fear, that 

you are a ſtranger to thoſe feelings on 
ih our mak en ö ad 
Mor ala W336 nN 
105 Anette was * 
with ber rays the half. ruined towers ef 
the ancient temple of Belus ; already had. 
they penetrated through the trees of th 
damous hanging gardens, which were 
raiſed for the | pleaſure of à celebrated 
Queen; when Miſogug, leaving the houſe 
| ee, Babylon. Aber tie el 
| himſelf with ſeeing men of every different 
; country! and profeſſion paſs under hit 
windows: The variety of their dress 
"a Ex ) their 
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their language, their features, and man- 
ners, engaged and entertained him. At 
the good caſtle of Fenler, ſaid he, thert 
was nothing to ſtrike! the eye but . the 
riſing and ſetting of the ſtars; and a few old 
goats grazing in the vale, or ferambling 
among the rocks. Here I behold what- 
ever can engage the attention ofithe philo- 
ſopher; whatever can enliven the fancy, 


or afforch exerciſe to the undeiſtanding. 


At Fenler, beſides, there is nb. Zumilla 
to make you paſs a rapturous night, and 


to offer you money in the morning. Ba- 
cbylon, I fd; is a much bener plate 


che fair Zumilla, made him forget the 
46ſs e his three hunired pieces, Mg Mif 
agreeable travels through the ſtrertg of 
Babylon, and the threats di the grand 
Deſferhamds offcer- Tis true; that “ 4 
good night ſometimes baniſhes froth. 


E ere 
chu¹,ẽ,ẽs A 
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_— mdſtdifagreeatilerdays,” as ſaith Tor 
niſter.; and that “ the favours of à fine 
woman are a pleaſing and ſovereign an- 
e tidote againſt the rigours of deſtiny.” 
[Miſogugy however, could not avoid per- 
-ceiving.the:truth-of another faying of the 
great nen 1 in 2 — 
Veg * alluſive vanity. anregende 1325 
Was A1 Kala Dre bur ; 
me IT lady with whom be was: ſo en- 
return, informed her where he lived; ana 
_ dollowing bullet from the fair Zumilla: 
504 _ iuaulidhangoyalbkio ora 23 
* e bene e eee 
Fer berſesl My xoacks-hoties:are ently A.̃ 
f daluſtan, and I am extreme deſitous 
& of having a pair uf the ſanie kind-which 
| | 2 Lamm « gatrap, 
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Satrap, f a neighbour of mine, has 5 

e charming pair which he thinks of fell 
ing, and he offers. them cheap. I want 
+ only an hundred pieces of gold to make 
e up the price. You would de me the 
« greateſt favour in the world, if yo 
could oblige me with that ſmall ſum. 
My bed, which you funcied fo much, 
and my charming ſelf ſhall-be ever ut 
your fervice.. This very evening, to 
prove to you the ſincerity of my aſfſee- 
tion, Iwill wait on yon my carriage, 
< you that come home with me, we will 
ap tagesder al alone 3> and peu | : 
on with full conv „that you have 
none who loves you witb more tender 
neſs or fidelity than p. Zuiills e 
ien vt, 4 NH. a Dam 
Misoue was ſo delighted with this 
billet, that, without reflecting that an hun- 
dred pieces was all the money which re- 
ina 10 n hal deliveretb che hole 
„ £1398 ſum 


qum to the ſlate a and begged him to tell 
mis miſtreſs, that ſhe had not a more de- 


- wout admirer in all Aſia; and that he 


would count every minute with the keett- 
et impatience till che evening, when he 
as to ſee her with her Barbary horſes. 
Vet as ſoon as he was. left alone, he be- 
gan to feel: ſome uneafines, when he re- 
Hefted thatihe: was not nom poſfeſſed of 
_ ſingle piece of gold} and that without 
W. one could do danbing! in — 
hes aller weir handed: pieces: with-the 
ſweeteſi grace: imaginable? Could q poſ- 
ſibly refuſe her$iNMifogug was ſo / difinter- 
eſted, and ſo happy in his attachment 
to Zumilla, that he reflected not that his 
hundred pieces would ſtill have remained, 
dad ber affection to him been uſe, 
; n aud pally: me 
n 1 r 6 
cos came 8, however but no Zu. 
ant” >. milla 
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villa” nor. Barbary horſes, though. Miſe 
gug looked eagerly for them;''He thought if: 
ſomething muſt be wrong with the horſes 
or the carriage ; or, perhaps Zumilla- her- 
ſelf was ſick. He ſet out fuddenly Wik 
4 reſolution to walk to 'Zumilla's houſe, | 
My gold :is/all gone; faid he to himſelf, | 
an he walked nitmnbiy along, I cahnot'ae- | 
quire the privilege of expoſing myſelf 
to death In battle- array; F ſhall not be 4 
hero: but what ſigniſies Slory or fortune, 
when Lam beloved by Zumilla? f Tumilla 
ſhall de all to me. Her heart is mine, and 
that is far above all the riches and ho- 
nours it the world.” As he Tpbke theſe” 
words, he knocked at Zuiimifla's door, but 
no body opened; again n he Knocked, and 
then ſomebody from a window half open, 
cried to him with an angry tone, Who 
ks are: you? What do you want?” Miſo- 
gig; ſomewhat ſurprized, anſwered ſoftly,- 
aud wich — Tcome only to- 

" inquire f 


. 


NW Jac | 
Inquire how the fair Zumilla is pleaſed 
with her Barbary horſes ? Are you a deal - 
er in horſes? returned the other. Good 
God, exclaimed Miſogug, with ſtill more 
amazement, I, the ſon of the illuſtrious 
Fenler, a dealer in horſes! L. who arrived 
only yeſterday from my father's noble 
caſtle? Very well, get you back again, 
anſwered the voice from the window; 
or expect to be inſtantly beſprinkled 
with a ſhower which will falute your noſ- 
teils with a perfume not quite ſo frefſi or 
gdoriferous as the dew of the morning. 
The fair Zuinilla is at this inſtant engaged 
vith the Grand Receiver of the Caſtoms: 
of. the Babylonian empire. They are 
diſcuffing together ſome very important 
matters which regard the welfare of the 

ſtate; and I don't ſuppoſe that they have 

the ſmalleſt occaſion for either a groom” 
ox a poſtilion to aſſiſt them in their deli- 
derations. At theſe words the window- 

5774; 1 on | Was 
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was ſhut; and Miſogug, aſtoniſhed and 


i confounded, enclaimed; O venerable Ak 
a loyo! Why have I diſobeyed your friend - 
4 ly injunctions and advices? Why have I 
| paid ſo little attention to your bock? 1 
| am robbed, cheated, abuſed, laughed. at; 
; and I well deſerve ſuch treatment. The 
fair Zumilla prefers a Receiver of the 
7 Cuſtoms to me; and one night of her 
g has coſt me two hundred pieces of gold. 
8 — Having ſpoken thus, he wept era 
, FIG! Tamil! * L3 h0G ad: 
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cee I ae, he. a. e 44 
Dodtor's book, read ĩt two or three times 
over, kiſſed it with tranſport; and vou. 
ed to regard ĩt for the future as his guide | 

and guardian. However, he was now 
without money, without reſouree or ſup» 
port, other than dis honoured parents 
and his reſpected governor. He ſtaid a 


„r 


dn, longer in Badylen, and endea- 
{ Vol. 6 D 3 voured 


* riedꝭ a purſe, and prevented Miſogug from 


| ( 38) 
voured to gain ſome. acquaintance, in 
hopes of finding a friend who might 
conſole him under his misfortunes ;- but 
friends were at that time a very ſcarce 
article in Babylon, and he was unſucceſs- 
ful. He therefore reſolved to return to the 
caſtle of Fenler: But how, ſaid he, ſhall 
I appear- before my father, without hav- 
ing obtained any military honours, with- 
out a ſingle ſcar on my countenance, and 
without having run one friend through 
the body? What will doctor Alloyo ſay, 
when he ſhall know, that, gulled by a 
_ woman——=At theſe words an Archima- 
gus entered, followed by a ſlave who car- 


finiſhing his ſoliloquy: Here,” ſaid the 
Archimagus, © is a purſe which belongs to 
you, Sir,” making the ſlave lay it upon the 
table. To me! replied Miſogug, how? 
% Fou very well know that, replied the 

bor. K out, 


- 
* 


| | 
230 D 2 
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( 9 2 | 
out, without deigning to explain hiniſelf | 


| farther. Miſogug took up the purſe, and 


ran after the Archimagus to return it; 
but in vain, he was already out of fight: 
He then cauſed it to be inſerted Wthe 
General Advertiſer of Babylon, That 


two ſtrangers had left a purſe, containing 


a very conſiderable. ſum, in his hands by 


miſtake ; and that he begged them to call 
immediately at his lodgings and receive 
their money.” No body called, how- 
ever ; and he began to think that it was 4 

reſtitution . which was made him: But 
he ſoon conjectured; with more proba- 
bility, that it muſt be a preſent. About 


moſt important diſpute among the Baby- 
lonian Magi, which: had; produced fuch 
dangerous conſequences as to divide them 
into two ſects. The ſubje& of this diſ- 
pute was no leſs, than whether the great 
ann. ſhould be painted with, o 
| without 


two centuries before, there had ariſen © 


throiighalleternity, ſhould be diſtinguiſh: 
i ed Ha ſymbol of old age: but the great 


(49 ) , 


without a beard. One party mend | 
that he ſhould be drawn with a beard ; 
becauſe, ſaid they, a being who exiſts 


Oroſmades exiſts from all eternity; there- 
fore-ought herto be drawn with a beard, 


_ which:is! the moſt proper fymbol of old 


age. © Thisſſyllogiſin a repeated in no 
leſs than one thouſanil and one different 


forms, in at leaſt as many different books, 
which the Doctors of the Beartl were at 


the trouble of compoſing, to explain it to 

the underſtandings of the people of Baby- | 
ben, in order that it might operatè to their 
_ *convidtion... The Doctors of thei Smooth 
Chin, who had ſhown an equal deſire to 
inſtruct the people, and had beem equal 
* fruitful in publications, maintained a 


theſis totally different. He who is poſ- 
ſeſſed of every perfection, faid they; ſhould 
| Wenn olf KAR but the 
Jude 4 deard 
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( 25 
heard is a: mark of imperfection, ſince it 
is natural to man; therefore ought the 
great Oroſmades to be painted without 4 
beard.: Neæaſonings, ſo profound and plau—- 
ale, made all che wits of Babylon to 
doubt on which fide they ought to enliſt 
themſelves and no "perſon: durſt pro- 
nounce deeiſively on ſo important a queſ- 
tion. Miſogug, who believed moſt reli- 
giouſly in the exiſtence of Oroſmades, 
without troubling himſelf to conſider whe- 
ther he had or wanted a beard, happened 
one day to be in a company where this 
queſtion was keenly agitated... In the- 
company were a number of both the ſects. 


At firſt) the diſpute was carried on with/ 


moderation and politeneſt; principles were 
laid down and diſcuſſed, and conſequen- 


ces deduced. Soon, however, the con- 
teſt became warm; from arguments the 
diſputants advanced to injurious language, 
and from. injurious n they were 


( 48 } . 
* to determine the matter by 
blows.Miſogug appeared juſt as they 
were going to lay hold of each other by 
the beards. He was choſen arbiter,. and 
though his chin was idaren covered with 
ailigatedown, he ſpoke like a ſage with a 
beard half an ell long. His deciſion was, 
that the:great-Qroſmades ſhould be drawn 
in the condition of a perſon; half haven, 
with a beard on one ſide of his face, but 
with the other ſmooth- Ta this deciſion 
both parties reſpectfully ſubmitted, each 
of them thought it was in their own fa- 
vour; ;: harmony and: good- humour were 
reſtoxed: che chins of the bearded ſages 
Vere no longer expoſedi to the inſults of 
teir· antagoniſts; and from that day the 
furious contentions on this moſt import- 
ant ſubjett, whieh had ſo long agitated all 
the wiſe and the pious people of Babylon, 
were at an end. Miſogug therefore be- 
gan $0:thinks, that poſſibly the Archima- 
eg ce Cf gus, 


p ( 4s ) 
gus, wlio was leader of the Dodfors of the 
Beard, (who were far richer than the o- 
ther ſect) had preſented him this purſe; 

as a teſtimony of gratitude and eſteem, for 
a deciſion which diſcoveredeſo much xi. 
dom, and had been productive of ſuch 

- happy effects. The following letter, ad- 
dreſſed to him in the General. Advertiſer, 
ummae. 


a' ig n . 


To Mrioovo; © K 
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"HE God who, by "_ virme * 
power over all ere 

condeſcended to make choice of you to 

declare his will to erring men; and 
that. All· powerful Being hath. ſent by 
* me, his unworthy flave,. the celeſtial 
e which you refuſe to accept. Fear. 

9 


=. * 
not to enjoy the gift of heaven! Viet 
to promote the converſion of the ene- 
mies of the great Oroſmades, that even 
the moſt imperceptible hair of his beard: 
Phy «tht N AHL TEND 11416 

anti dion? * 


5 Misocus: was ate Mei neither of fa. 
perſtition nor enthuſiaſm; but he was 

pious, and. his piety was rational: it was 
that happy mixture of love and fear which 
juſt notions of religion naturally produce. 
He thought he {aw the ſovereign. pleaſure 
of Oroſmades expreſſed in this letter; 
and perſuaded that no acquiſition could 
be more honourably obtained; he now 
opened the purſe, which had hitherto lain 
by him untouched: its contents were no 
leſs:than two: thouſand double darics of 
Babylon... Miſogug beheld chis ſum with 
amazement: never before had he poſſeſ. 
id, or even. ſeen ſo much nee His 
daa firſt 
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firſt care. was to Alon dhe iber wide 
four hundred pieces to obtain his commiſ- 
ſion: the miniſter, before putting it into 
his hands, cauſed his genealogy to be 
examined. A ſecretary, deeply ſkilled 
in the noble ſcience of Heraldry, moſt 
unluckily diſcovered, that: under the firſt 
race of Babylonian Monarchs, one Ibra- 
him Fenler had debaſed - himſelf, ! and 
diſgraced: his family by engaging in 
trade; and he informed the Miniſter that 
Mifogug: Fenler muſt therefore of nete 
ſity be diſmiſſed without his commiſſion, 
and even without the hope of ever ob- 
taining dny fuch honour? ag the King of 
Babylon did not chuſe to admit into his 
ſervice any man, though animated with 
all the/valour of a Nimrod, any of whoſe 
anceſtors, for a dozen generations back 
wards, had bought and ſold cinnamon or 
pepper.” This was an unexpected blow 


to Miſogug;/ he retired, but the fecrerary 


7:33 - who. 
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| who had denounced his doom, following 
him to the gate, let him know, that per- 
haps in a new and more attentive peruſal 
of his parchments, he might diſcover 
it e e eee ren 
miſtaken at firſt, would not conſent to 
put him to the trouble of a ſecond peruſal 
of the records of his genealogy, and walk» 
ed off, deſpairing of admiſſion into that 
field of glory in which he _— un 
_ to-diftinguiſh Nn 
ene e ee: Une 
10 e ER ne nen the mink: 
devs e attacked by another old 
voman, who propoſed to conduct him 
to one of the faireſt ladies in Babylon. 
Get you gone, ſaid be, with an angry 
tone, I have not forgot the fair Zumilla: 
1 recollect the kind and wholeſome: ads 
vices of my preceptor; my heart is but 
nad” ; X tao 


( 
ioo ſuſceptible of affection to the fair ſex; 
but they are perfidious' devils, and my 
eaſy credulity has been already impoſed 
upon by their deceitful arts. With theſe 
words he left the old woman, and made 
to his lodgings as quick as poſlible ; yet 
he could not help /faying to himſelf, I 
might have gone with the old woman to 
ſee that fair lady; perhaps, ſhe is no leſs 
diſtinguiſhed for truth and honeſty than 
Zumilla for the oppoſite qualities: it 
would be hard to think that all the ladies 
in Babylon would he guilty of infidelity to 
their lovers for the ſake of a Receiver of 
the Cuſtorns,'or leave an àdmrer to walk 
on foot; after lie has made them a e 


r munen herbe. g 
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came into his head The ſtreets'of Ba- 
bylon, ſaid he, are full of old women; 
eee 

4 92 
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company them to beautiful ladies. Imight 
return, notwithſtanding the deſerved has 
tred and diſdain with which they have 
inſpired me, and become again their dupe. 
Ihe dreſs worn by the Magi mult ſurely 
have peculiar power to impoſe continence 
and repreſs deſire. I will aſſume it, and 
doubtleſs I ſhall then become ſuperiorito 
temptation; doubtleſs, the ſanctity of my 
- garb will mortify every emotion of youth- 
ful intemperance: for, added he, as ſoon 
as any profane inclination ſhall begin to 
ariſe, a glance on my ſleeve will recall to 
my mind the duties and virtues of the 
venerable Magi. Who would not have 
chought this reaſoning ſound and ſenſible? 
Let ſcarce had Miſogug put on that fa» 
cred garb, when he felt himſelf more de- 
ſtrous than before of forbidden pleaſures. 
Ah! ſaid he ſoftly, much do I fear, that 
this holy garment, inſtead of enabling me 
to repreſs every lawleſs appetite, hurry 

me into ſome new piece of folly. 
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"CW 7 . 
Mise was fond of novelty, and 
had, as yet, ſeen none ef the curioſities 
of Babylon, where there are fo many 
things: worthy. to attract à ftranger's at- 
tention. He ſet out for the Circus. It 
is an extenfive inclofure of a circular 


form, in the midſt of which is a nd 


building, very like a temple, wich four 
large doors, correſponding to the four 
thither- in crowds, when they are at a 
loſs how to employ themſelves, which 
them; and when they return home, 
they perſuade themſelves chat they have 
been moſt agreeably entertained, A8 
he entered, he heard a melodions voice, 
which filled the dome, and even exe 
tended to the ſurrounding alleys; while 
the birds, enchanted with its ſweetneſa, 
fat motionleſs on the branches all around. 
While be was wondering hence it pro» 
Vol. L * 
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( 30 ) 
ceeded, he beheld the fair Zumilla ſeated 
en à kind of throne. Yes, it was the 
fair Zumilla, who, rivalling the nightin- 
gale, raviſhed the heart of at —_ 
3 A ne ee 
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er one time, with the en flexi: 
bility of organs, ſhe poured forth thequick 
and lively notes of ſome enchanting air; 
at another, ſhe dwelt upon the grave and 
majeſtic intonationb of the recitative * her 
ſong” was now tender and voluptuous; 


now bold and impetubus; the paſſed, with 
the greateſt eaſe, from the ſoft and melting 
ſighs of love, to the wild and piercing ac: 
cents of deſpair. The Miſogug wasdelight- 
ed with the Babylonian muſic, yet he had 
twenty times a mind to dethrone that mo- 
dern Philomela, and to tear out her tongue; 
as was done in days of old to an unfortu- 
nate creature, far leſs deſerving of ſuck 
treatment than Zumilla. But an emotion 
* 4 Jer 
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of pity reſtrained him; and he contented 
himſelf with caſting on her a look of in- 
 effable diſdain'; ſaying, af the fame time, 
What a contemptible being is a Zumilla/! 
The fair ſinger could not forbear ſmiling 
to ſee him iii ſuch ill humour; and the 
Grand Receiver of the Cuſtoms, and 
other Connciſſeurs, ho were liſtening 
break: occaſioned by that ſmile made her 
rife half à note higher, and that ſuch a 
change and elevation of tone was one of 
the happieſt refinements in rn, 


paſs of the muſical art. tubd11 J. 
0 AEinalx ds 1 Aud 2 Bar ie 15 
Misocuo taining ei abe crowd leſt 


thoſe: Gentlemen to clap their hands, and 
cry: Brave. After walking about for a 
while with ſome other idle people, he pex- 


. gen deep thought. There was: a chear- 
„% E 2 ful 
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fal breeze 3 and the zephyrs, dancing a 
mong the folds of her robe, diſcovered, to 
the eyes of Mifogug, the handfomeſt leg 
and foot that ever tripped along the pub- 
he walks of Babylon. He ſtopped, and 
turned about to gaze on that handſome 
leg and foot. The nymph: obſerving his 
attentions, walked off much quicker, in 
order to av him. Miſegug alſo quick- 
ened his pace. He followed her into a 
narrow and ſolitary ſtreet, and ſoon found 
himſelf: alone with her in an apartment, 
without knowing how he had come there. 
Without thinking what be was doing. 
he begged the young» Babylonian to al- 
tow him æ nearer view of her handſome 
leg. The Lady complied with his requeſt, 
without putting him to the trouble of ma» 
ny intreaties; for fhe'thad; in reality, a 
xemarkably | handſome leg, and an ex- 
tremely Bttle foot. She did more; the 
{et-a-dancing, to. diſplay {till better, both 

I the 
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tlie one and the other. To Miſogug, ſhe- 
appeared as one of the nymphs; or gra- 
ees, ho bruſſi along the flowers, without 
bending their ſtalks She, on her part, 
another, bound him with a ſaſ which. 
ſand wanton attitudes; inſlamed ever 
defire. In the mean time, the: nymph. 
bolling Miſagug enchainsd- by her dab, 
foreed him to dance. This he: did, auk- 
wardly enonghz: yet fo as to loſe na op 
portunityc of gratifying his wiſhes ; un 
took occafion to kiſa, in turning round the 
neck; the boſom, and the delicious lips of 
his fair partner. Thnugb atithat time th 
Magi were diſtinguiſhed fon chaſtity; and 
never expoſed themſelves to the tempta 
ton of gazing on the leg af f female 
Veri E 3 jet 
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vet if, ſor 4 wonder, (one of re ene 
Jied fages happened to uiſit 
-a dancing girl, to admire. ebam 
neſs of her legs, ſhe was entitled to a con- 
-derable: reward if the gave information 
-againfſt him; The. dancing girb therefore 
made a ſign ta one of her ſlaves, who ea- 
fily underſtood what ſhe meant; and im- 
mediately half a dozen armed men ap- 
know, that they were going to carry him 
before the Cadileſquier of Babylon, who 
would teachchim to dance in a different 
in admiring the fine leg, that he had ne- 
ver once thought of the ſaered garb which 
be wore. Te might tell them, that he 
not expect to be believed, finee — 

clothed in the habit; he therefore ſub- 

33F n miſſively 
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65 3 
'miſſively followed the Cadileſquier's offi- 
ers, as he had no other excuſe to offer. 
When he appeared before the Cadileſ- 
quier, Great Sir, ſaid he, who ſuſpend, 
with impartial hand, the balance of juſtice, 
deign. to pardon a young man, who, from 
-his-ignorance of the world, has been guilty 
caſioned his being brought before you. 


I ſwear by your venerable knees which L 
now embrace, that no leg, even thoꝰ it wer 


adorned with that precious buckle which 
glitters on your ſacred turban, ſhall ever 
ned him to pay the uſual fine of terſe 
quins, for the benefit of the Lady wich 
the handſome leg. Then, bidding hin 
**  pardom you ; but, for the future, be- 
« ware of handſome” legs.“ Miſogug 
pad * fine, and even thanked the Ca- 
Agen di- 
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_ Teſquier, What an imiabte man f fa 
he; I expected to find a ſtern judge but 
be addreſſed me with the mild voice of a 
friend. My puniſhment would have been 


too ſevere had L been delivered up to the 
inflexible juſtice: of the Magi. They are 
incapable of the clemeney of the Cadileſ- 
quier: Strangers to the feelings and the 


failings of nature, they would never have 


forgiven me for being Wer with. alt 
mee Verchen 


1 * r 


e was not pennt 


Aid feniinonta concerning the Magi. Thor 


ſufficiently indulgent to- their own .appe» 
tites and. pafſions, they know not how to 
make allowance for the faitings:of others. 
Itochipul, however, had not adopted the 
whole of this ſevere ſyſtem” of moralityz 
and, Miſogug might. have excepted- him 
from bis cenſure. On his way from tlie 


— met that worthy Archie 
— | magus,. 


2 

magus, who was going to pay a viſit to 
the judge. Miſogug, happy to ſee him, 
threw himſelf at his feet, to thank him for 
the purſe which he had ſent him, and to 

excuſe himſelf for the profanation of the 
facred habit. I know all, ſaid the Archi- 
magus, as he-ſtooped to raiſe him up; 
both the preſent and the future are un- 
folded to my eyes, by the peculiar favour. 
of the great Oroſmades, and by. the tkill 
which I have acquired in judicial aſtrolo- 
gy. Don't fear that you ſhall be always 
fined. for admiring a pair of handſome 
legs. The time, thall come, when two 
handſome legs ſhall never move but for 
your pleaſure; when your connection with 
the fair ſex ſhall -make you truly happy 
Thus far am I permitted to declare to you 
the will of Heaven. But lay aſide that 
habit, ſo unſuitable. to your age; a habit 
which, far from calming the paſſions, has 
„ ſumed, 
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me, that the fair ſex ſhall yet make me 


C 8 2 

_ famed, to rouſe them with new violence. 
Ia it inſtantly aſide, and leave the reſt 
to Fate.” . ee, 


4 4 58 . Nen 5 4. 1 oP 
Qd werrn eee he walked on, and 


left Miſogug in a fit of aſtoniſhment, as 
may be readily conceived. Ah! ſaid he, 
as he returned home, Itochipul aflures 


happx, and Alloyo declares that they will 
de my ruin. O, Alleyo!: O, Itochipub! 
whom ſhall I believe? Hitherto the words 
of Alloyo have been but too preciſely. ful- 
filled. Twice have I ſuffered from the ma- 
licious and deceitful. arts of the ſex. I 
have been ſhamefully fmed, and forſaken 
for a Receiver of the Cuſtoms. Much do 
Ifear that Itochipul prove a falſe prophet; 
I find but too much reaſon to venerate 
the wiſdom of Alloyo. 1 
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- NatwirustanDiNG this follogup, Ma 
hates | ſogug, 
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TIF: 
fogug; aſter his "temper was ſomewhat 
cooled, reſolved: to love on, though he 
fhould be {till deceived. Till now, he had 
been afraid of appearing too much in the | 
world; leaſt ſome of thoſe enchantreſſes 
might entire him to his ruin. Aſter get- 
ting home, he ſent for ſome of the beſt 
tailors in Babylon, laid aſide his ſacred 
habit, and put on one more faitable and. 
more elegant; bought a fine carriage, 4 
handſome Tartarian horſes. When he 


had made uſe of the carriage for two or 
three times,” he found that it was muck 
- more agreeable to be gently conveyed in 


ſuch a vehicle, through the ſtreets of Ba- 
bylon, than to crawl along on foot. He 
urtered no more execrations againſt the 
carriages and horſes. He fat with great 
dignity in his own, but without looking 
down with haughtineſs or infolence on the 
foot-paſſengers ; nay, ſo very anxious was 
he to avoid incommoding his imferiors, 


() 
chat he even diſmiſſed from his ſervice i 
Meſopotamian coachman; one of the moſt 
alert and broad: ſhouldered fellows in the 
whole fraternity, for overturning à ham- 
per of ananas, and hurting a little dog, in | 
driving through a narrow ſtreet. He took 
up the little dog with great tenderneſs, 
and delivered him to his maſter, together 
with the ananas, for which he paid hini 
ten darics, though they were very little 
damaged. He had no leſs reſpect for the 
life of little dogs than for that of human 
beings; ; and he was always ready to pay 
for ananas, whenever he occaſioned Us 
wow, Au maine d n 


H now Wund eaſy acceſs into many 
of the beſt families in Babylon, and even 
met with a flattering reception. He was 
univerſally beloved, and careſſed; becauſe 
He poſſeſſed wit, without being farcaſtic ; 
was no coxcomb, though he had a fine 
2 : _ ſhape 
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I nobly born, diſcovered no haughtineſs or 
. I fanily-pride; becauſe he ſpoke little him- 


ſelf, but liſtened reſpeRtiully to others; 
never preſumed. to offer his opinions with 
a deciſive tone, nor to contradict thoſe 
petty. deſpots who. preſided, each in his 
particular circle, with abſolute authority; 
and therefore choſe-Gentlemen, regarding 
him as altogether deſtitute of abilities, 
could not peſlibly hate him, Miſogug, 
in ſhort, without ever thinking of it, or 
pretendingto, n . n 
to al the We" 13 
(151-08; 4647560 5 414 
- a wit hath fad, that it 
isneceſlary.tobe pleaſed with one's ſelf, in 
vrder to be: pleaſed wich others. Miſo- 
Zug Wasipleaſed with all. the world, be- 
dan All the world. was well pleaſed = 
Vol. I. F 
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fource of the ſweeteſt enjoyments. A 


r 
him. Notwithſtanding of this, however, 
melancholy preyed on his ſpirits, ſomes 
thing was ſtill wanting to his happineſs, 
he felt a conſtant uneaſineſs of which he 
oould not tell the cauſe. Though ſur- 
rounded with pleaſures, his heart was void 
and unoccupied 5 and, to one poſſeſſed of 
feeling, like Miſogug, the heart is the 


comedy was announced in the pan bills 
He went there to divert his melancholy. 
A comedy! ſaid he; good: it will make 
me laugh; and Lam ſure I have much 
need of that. He went into the pit. The 
houſe was illuminated with a thouſand 

luſtres of chryſtal, whoſe-light; reflected 

from the jewels of the Babylonian ladies, 
diffuſed around a Iptendor more glaring 

And brilliant than the light of che day. 
The firſt view charmed him; and, in ſome 

degree, diſſipated the ſadneſs which ops 
Fore his ſpirits. . A curtain was drawn, 
— und 
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and: two ualet. appeatetl, who; at firſh, 


expreſſed themſelves in a lively - enough 
manner, and threw-out ſome pretty ſmart 
ſallies of wit. Miſogug began to laugh, 
and his chagrin; gradually. cleared up: 
But, in the progreſs of the plot, there 
occurred ſome unfortunate incidents and 
difficulties, which, tho unexpected were 
yet probable: and conſiſtent; while the 
actors performed their parts with the dig- 
nity and propriety of nature. Miſogug 
ſtill wiſhed'to give up his heart ta merri- 
ment; but laughter died away on his lips. 
He perceived every perſon round him ſhed- 
ding tears t he could not reſtrain himſelf, 
and his tears flowed in abundance. How 
cruel is it, {aid he, as he wiped his eyes, 
to be forced to weep, when one Bas: a 
ſtrong deſire to laugh lo furrow the on- 
y ſentiment which they attempt to cite 
at this theatre ? ſaid he to the gentleman 
who ſat next him. * Jes, Sir,“ replied 
Nuss / F 2 © the 
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the'other ; *ſuch has been, for ſome time, 
«.the faſhion in Babylon. Yau will meet 
< with no comedies here, but ſuch as ad- 
drxeſs the tendler feslings, and command 
pour tears. The only thing which peo- 
40 fle ever think of laughing at, is new 
% rragedics.”? Ah! ſaid Miſogug, over- 
joyed, L will go. to theſe new tragedies; 
ſure they muſt act a gieat many of them. 
Iwo or three in a year,“ anſwered the 
gentleman. Only two or three in a. year! 
replied Miſogug; have the people of Ba- 
dylon no deſire to indulge themſelves in 
laughter oftener than twice or thrice in a. 
1 year? I am ſorry for the Babytonians. 
A One would think-the-whole nation born: 
$ for no other purpoſe than to be gay. How, 
in the world, eomes it that fo few trage- 
dies are performed, fince they are ſo pro- 
ductive of good humour? I can't in- 
form you, Sir; but there is a. gentle- 
man before — * is-well able to ſa- 
; Wo > 3 4 uaf 
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( 65 .) 
« tisfy your curioſity; he has compoſe 
« three comc.operas, e had an 
« amazing run. He is a ſingular genius. 
« He has Ariftotle by heart, and knows. 
all the ſecrets of the gr. At 
the words comic opera, 'Miſogug, forget- 
ting his formeriquaſtion, aſked what was 
the comic opera ?** Good God !?? replied | 
the other, dre you ſo ignorant us not to 
know the cbinie opera? Among what 
4 ſort of! peoplo pray have you been 
brought up? Not khot the comic o 
<.perat Why, Sir, it is: the moſt charm- 
ing, the moſt delightful; the inoſt enga- 
ging entertainmẽnt in nature! A per- 
ſor muſt ſurely:be moved to laugh at that: 
opera, ſince it is 'comic, Taid Miſogug to 
himſelf. He thanked-the gentleman for 
his obliging information; auch next day 
went tothe come opera When he en · 
«tered the houſe; he bound ihe opera . 
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| -which they had laid en their pretty faces, 
in great profuſion, before dinner. Mi- 


ſomewhat miſtaken... That inſtant he per- 


* * cauſed their tears to flow by 
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hs in taking his place at a feaſt, and is 
eaten up before his arrival, ſo Miſogug 
was extremely vexed to think that they 
bad begun to laugh without lim. But 
ſerved, as he walked to à ſeat in the pit, 
all the ladies in the boxes and galleries, 
each with à white handkerchief in her 
hand, wiping their ehecks and / eyes, to 
the great detriment of. the /zlies and roſes. 


Jogug thought them mad; but be was 


dceived on the ſtage a perſon more 
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As Es and: paſſion which fe dy-- 
played in her language, tones, and geſ- 
tures. He was ſurpriſed to find. the co- 
mic opera ſo ſerious; and much difap- 
pointed that, among the gayeſt people in 


nothing which could divert his chagrin. 


He continued, however, till the curtain 
dropped, notwithſtanding his earneſt de- 
fire to indulge: hunſelf-in: leſs painful e- 
motions. Yet he was moved to laugh 


| a little, when, in the midſt of the: moſt 


intereſting: ſcenes, he perceived the ac- 
tors ſuddenly breaking off: the converſa- 
tion, to tril} ſame: ummeaning airs, ex- 
preſſire neither of ſentiment nor paſſion. 


Thoſe airs appeared to him to cut tbe 


thread of the dialogue very unfeaſonably;. 
and he could not help thinkingꝭ that ſuck: 
an odd medley. of ſong, and converſation 
was far from being a true or conſiſtent 
imitation of nature. The ridicule of this 
Th amuſed”. 


melancholy ſoon returned upon him. 
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Wx this fantaſtic exhibition was con- 
cluded, he walked downi:ſtaws; and oh- 
ſerved in a corner of thè puſſage a lady, 
all alone, with am appearance af anxiety 
and diſtreſs. A ſituation ſo ſimilar to his 
own awaked: his: curiofity; and. he aſked: 
the lady, in wi very: reſpectful manner, 
what octalioned her uneaſineſs? Alas!“ 
Faid ſhe} Hab my carriage was on its way 
< hither, to take me home, one of my 
+. coach»horfes has ſtrained: his leg, and 
_ +1 ſtall he under à neceſſity of walling 
home; though my lodging is at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance. Miſogug, whoſe 

horſe had met with no ſuch accident, 
begged that ſne would permit him the 
Huondur ef conducting her heme in his 
earriage: She accepted Iiis obliging of. 

fer, without much intreaty; and, all the 
lun way 


+ 14 


* 


S N 3 


7 


— 


eee 


09 
way fo her lodgings, that fair lady con- 
plained bitterly of her coachman, in con- 
ſequence) of whofe careleſſneſs ſhe had 
been, obliged to: aubept the> ſervices of 72 
ſtranger whom thehid never ſeen before. 
Mifogug eodgratutatedihimelf-oncthe ac- 


.cident; ſimce it afforded him an opportu- 


The lady complimetited him on his po- 
-liteneſs] This conteſt of mutual com- 
pliments eoiminued till Miſogug found 
himſelf in the apartment of the fair Fan- 
he could have forgot, till that minute, 
tlie diſagreeable conſequenees of bis for- 
mer adventures with the daneing- girl, 
and with the fair Zumilla. The fair 
Fanfoukaj who was no leſs/pleaſed with 
his handfſeme perſon than with his obli- 
ging manners, was defirous of giving 
him, in her turn, ſome proofs of her po- 
Bteneſs and grateful diſpoſition. She ſhut. 
10111 the 
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the door of her apartment, and, frating 
- herſelf on a large ſopha, aſked him, very 
kindly, to ſit beficte her. Miſogug, ſur- 
priſed at ſuch exqeſſiwe c gtatitud:, ani 
dreading ſome miſchiendus trick, refuſed 
her polite inxitation, though he fecretly 
But Fanfouka's charms would: have ſuft- 
ened even the [auſtexity af à derviſe. 
Piqued at a denial; Which to her Was 
fmiling, lralf:frowning, and offering her 
rofy lips to tlie ſevere and- continent Mi- 
fogug; begged him tot giref her æ kiſſ. 
requeſt; for he recollected how dear the 


kiſſes of Zumilla, and of the dancing girl, 


bad coſt him: he zecolleted, beſides; the 
numerous and: grave injunctions cf his 


Preceptor Alloys, which che flattering 
prophecy of Itochipul had not yet ba- 


niſhed from his breaſt; and he fwore, 


Go» 
to touch the lips of Fanfouka, though i | 
they were more freſh and fragrant than 
the flower of the eee Aurora 
eee 1118 q 
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Yana aint RA nabe 
gentleneſs has no effect upon you, know 
« that Thave in my houſe an enchantreſs, 
who toſſes over the window thoſe young 
« fellows who refuſe to kils me; and\bes 
ware of. being inſtantly compelled to 
take ſo dangerous a leap.“ Since the 
adventure of Zumilla, Miſogug had car- 
ied the book which he received from 
he great Alloyo conſtantly about him; 
and thinking, that perhaps ſuch a threat 
might be only one of the uſual tricks of 
he Babylonian females, he took out the 
dook, and, glancing it over, found no 
direction how to extricate himſelf from 
ae difficulties of his preſent ſituation. 
ITT The 


EY 
The book faid-not-a {yliable' of windows 


or enchantreſſes. He, next advanced te 
the window, and looking over, ſhudder- 
ed at ãts amaaing height from the ground. 
Then returning to the fait Fanfouka, he. 
behaved in ſuch a manner that he well 


nnn... 


#@ 


-FanteurAy WY had e. * his 
hands the book of Alloyo, after amuſing 
herſelf with i it ſome mint, e it 
my kindneſs,” {aid The to him; yon 
thought that your preceptor would be 
< able to triumph over my charms: his 

book is pretty well written; but there 
is one thing wanting; you may inſert, 
* as an appendix, the trick which I have 
* juſt ſerved you. Never a man leaped 
gut of my window, nor is there any 
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Mis ec vo thought this trick eck 
more pleaſant than that of the fair Zu- 
milla; and he would certainly have in- 
Aulged himſelf in a very hearty fit of 
laughter, had not the venerable Alloyo, 
with his ferula in his hand, been con- 


He offered a diamond to the fair Fun- 
fouka, which ſhe obſtinately refuſed, fay= 
ing, that all the diamonds of Golconda 
were but trifles, in compariſon -with 
Pleaſure. Miſogug, charmed with the fa- 
vours and the generoſity ef Fanfouka, 
faid within himſelf, as hereturned home; 
I begin to think that Itoehipul will prove 
2 true prophet, and that Alloys vas no 
N but an old dotard. 


He was PR himſelf, e 
and ſoon found, by painful- experience, 
that even the favours of love may be 
Vol. I. ' cruel, « 
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( 74 ) 
cruel, and beſtowed—only to render hate- 
ful that amiable power. The great Al- 
Joyo had not forgot to take notice of 
that - diſagreeable conſequence, which 
ſometimes follows the pleaſures of love; 
but. which, though extremely trouble- 
ſome, was forgot by Miſogu g, as foon as 


he was again in a condition to appear in 


company. 


_ Tas firſt time he went abroad, after 
the confinement which this circumſtance 
occaſioned, he met with a friend, who 
conducted him to the moſt ſplendid and 
magnificent place of public amuſement at 
that time in Babylon. They were per- 


forming a new piece that evening. The 


houſe was filled with ſpectators, and 
particularly Ladies, who were- all en- 
chantingly beautiful, and made the place 


ſeem another paradiſe of Brama. The 
eyes of Miſogug were dazzled with their 


beauty; 


En) 


beauty; while his ears were charmed with 


the moſtharmonious muſic; In an immenſe 


plain he ſaw tombs, altars, and thrones; 
and round. theſe, Gods, Devils, Kings, 
Queens, Heroes, Prieſts, and Prieſteſſes; 


fome of whom ſeemed to be, at one in- 


ſtant, elevated to heaven, and the next 
precipitated into the regions below. He 
obſerved alſo, that all thoſe people ſung, 
either by turn: or together, and alter- 
nately expreſſed, in their melodious airs, 
joy, grief, indignation, deſpair, and all 


the variety of human paſſions. But what 


gave him moſt ſurprize was, to under- 
ſtand, that in the ſpace of two hours they 
traverſed, not only the whole earth, but 
even the whole circle of nature; and he 
could ſcarce conceive it poſſible for them 
to travel. ſo far in ſo ſhort a time. And 


indeed he ſeems to have had reaſon for 


his doubts and his ſurprize. Such a 


profuſion of prodigies, whatever people 
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aſtoniſh, they at length ceaſe to make 


| lady. truly. worthy of my homage! I 


WED 
may. ſay of them, become tedious and 
infipid ; and though they may, at firſt, 


any. impreſſion on the mind. Miſogug 
would ſoon have fallen aſleep, had he not 
deen ſtruck with the beauty of a lady 
who ſat oppoſite to him, and en whom 


aſked whe ſhe was? He was told, that 
ſhe was a Mingrelian, a miracle of beau - 
ty, and a miracle of virtue: that ſhe had 
admitted her huſband only once to her 
bed; and that though the allowed great 
numbers of gentlemen to. vifit her, and 
ſeemed. even highly pleaſed with their 
company, yet ſhe was remarkable for the 
fevereſt auſterity of manners. She is 
virtuous | ſaid Miſogug to himſelf. The: 
women whom I have Hitherto been con- 
nected. with, were deſtitute of virtue. 
How happy ſhall I be to find at laſt, a. 


mult 
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muſt abſolutely acquire her friendſhip; 
She will deign to favour me with her 
advices: perhaps too ſhe will aſk and 
hear mine; we will obſerve each other's: 
ſentiments and conduct; we will purſue 
what is good; we will avoid what is evil: 
we will mutually guide and ſupport each. 
other in the path of virtue; and thus, 
perhaps, ſhall the prophecy of n. 
be fulfilled. 


* 


ZALLA TE, 


Na XT day e _ himſelf in- 
troduced into a houſe where the fair 
Zallatẽ ſometimes. viſited :- She was:there, 
that day, arrayed. in all her charms. 
When Miſogug enjoyed a nearer view of 
her charms, he became ſtill more deſirous 
of liſtening to her advices. The com- 
pany. ſat down to ſupper. Miſogug took 
care to place himſelf befide Zallate and 
while they were at ſupper, he repeated- 
; hy let her know, how happy he would 
eſteem himſelf, if he could obtain her 


friendſtiip. When the company broke 
up, Miſogug begged leave to attend the 
fair Zallate to her ledgings. She accept- 
ed his offer; and when they were alone, 
he declared to her, that he had long been 
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C 79 ) 
kf attracted by the beauty than by tlie 
mental qualities of the fair ſex; and that: 
in her he found every perfection united = 
and he therefore conjured her to deign 
to become his directrefs, and to teach 
himſelf with prudence and propriety im 
the world. The fair Zallaté bluſhed,, 
and looked down; again the caſt her 


eyes on Miſogug: ſhe was not ill plea- | 


fed with his figure, and thought him 
worthy of being added to the number 
ef her admirers and ſlaves. On her 
part, ſhe let him knew, that he ap- 
peared' to her a man of prudenee and 
difcretion- ; that ſhe: had long been iir 
ſearch of a Mentor who might caution: 
her againſt thoſe arts by which the world 
was ready to: enfnaze her weakneſs, and 
that ſhe. was happy to find in him 2 friend 
towhomithe.conld — 


(80 1 
ed ſo long of wiſdom and virtue, and off 
the dangers and ſeductions to which the 
wiſe and virtuous are expoſed in the 
world; they promiſed ſo often mutually 
to check each others failings, and to ani- 
mate one another to the practice of vir- 
tee; and the purſuit of wiſdom, that the 
night ſtole away unperceived, and day 
ſurpriſed them ſtill vowing to remain un- 
alterably united by the ſacred ties of wif- 
dam and virtue. Miſogug had ſpoken ſo- 
much, that his complexion was enflamed, 
and his throat become hoarſe.. The eyes 
of Zallatẽ were moiſtened, and her com- 
plexion pale, becauſe Miſogug had ſpoke 
to her with rather too much vehemence. 
Miſogug now took his leave, and Zalla« 
tè retired to reſt, reflecting on the extra- 
ordinary wiſdom: of Miſogug. Next day 
he returned to continue: his leſſons: he 
fill hoped to have an opportunity of re- 
ceeiving and giving hen: in. private but 
A be 
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he found her ſurrounded with a circle of 
admirers, who were all expreſling the pro- 
foundeſt homage to her charms. The 
fair Zallate, who loved not one of them, 
not even Miſogug, aſſumed an appearance 
of tender affection to each of them, and 
each believed himſelf to be ſecretly pre- 
ferred by that idol of his ſoul. On one 
ſhe caſt a tender glanee in return for a 
flower; on another ſhe beſtowed a ſmile 
for an infipid compliment: one preſume 
to kiſs her hand, and ſhe did not refuſe 
him; another the hem of Her robe, and: 
ſne took no care to. prevent him. Her 
penſive ſadneſs of melancholy; and now: | 
again were her features enlivened with: 
the ſprightlineſs of mirth and raillery,. 
all her admirers.left her with hearts chear- 
ed by hope; and were hope the ſupreme 
good, they would have had nothing far- 
ther: to wiſh. Sometimes this enchan- 

trols: 


i 2 
rel carried her complaiſance ſo far as 
to favour ſome of them with a little of 
her hair; but this was a favour which, 
in order to add to its value, the ne 
= en in ee 


= 


- Mtso6U6 was ſimple and ſincere, as 
has been already mentioned: he had an 
excellent heart, and an honeſt ſoul. The 
eoquetry of Zallats ſeemed to him a no- 
ble frankneſs, and the favours which ſhe 
conferred upon her lovers, only trifling 
marks of her politeneſs. When he ap- 
peared, the called forth all her eharms; 
and he found himſelf aflaied with alb 
that can allure or charm the heart. She 
took as much pains to gain a Philoſopher 
as a Satrap; and ſo whimſical and ex- 
travagant was her deſire of admiration, 


that ſhe would have been no leſs flattered 


with the conqueſt of a poor camel - driver 
than with that of a monarch. Miſogug 
* _ caqul& 
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could not reſiſt all her allurements. He 
found his friendſhip gradually giving 
place to love; he ſoon felt all that eager- 
neſs of deſire, and that confuſion of 
thought, which ariſe from the influence 
of the tender paſſion; yet he concealed 
his paſſion, for true love is always timid 
and baſhful. At laſt he could no longer 
confine his love to his own breaſt ; and 
though he made an aukward-enough 
declaration of his flame, yet ſhe liſtened 
to him with an air of tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion ; and he could perceive, that by 
aſſiduous perſeverance, he might at 
length be made happy. The time of his 
happineſs, however, ſeemed to be pretty 
diſtant. He could find no opportunity 
of converſing with his miſtreſs in private; 
and ſince that evening when they had 
exchanged vows of mutual friendſhip, 
He had never been admitted to her when 
alone. Such was the fair Zallate's con- 
duct 


(84 ) 
duct towards all her admirers, that ſhe 
might preſerve their attachment, and re- 
{train the ardour of their paſſion. 


Miso was conſtantly repeating to 
Her, that he adored her; but, before wit- 
neſſes, he could not ſigh with a very 
good grace; nor durſt he expreſs all the 
tenderneſs of his ſentiments, or the eager- 
meſs of his deſires. The fair Zallaté 
laughed heartily, when ſhe obſerved his 
impatience under ſuch reſtraint ; and Mi- 
ſogug, far from being diſpleaſed with her 
geaiety, believed it to be ftitiouſy aſſum- 
e gd, and that ſhe indulged it ſo freely, only 
to conceal the wounds of love; for he 
was ſo fooliſh as to think that he was a» 
dored oy Zallate.. | 


| FTE ſix months of conſtancy, of 
ſupplication, and of torment, he at laſt 
obtained that private interview which he 

= 


( 33 ) 
ſo eagerly deſired. Tallatẽ invited bim 
to ſup with her. He received her invi · 
He flew to his 'miftrefs at the appointed 
hour 2 He found her alone; but never 
a gallant was more melanchoh an the 
company of his miſtreſs. Miſogug wat 
conſumed wit deſire; he gazed eagerly 
on the eyes, the lips, the neck, and the 
lovely boſom of the fair Mingrelian; he 
cover her with his kiſſes : every minute 
till ſhe ſhould-crown all his torments and 
The table was coyered with a variety of 
high-ſeaſoned diſhes; he eat and drank 
heartily: his blood glowed with new 
warmth, his pulſe beat high, his appe+ 
tites became more | keen- arid impetuous; 
Zallate,' obſerving his ſilence and his a: 
gitation, aſſumed à languiſhing and pen: 
anl.. five 


( 86 ) 
five air; ſometimes her eyes, full of 
tenderneſs and deſire, met Ris, and ſome- 
times they were fixed on the ground: 
ſhe” ſighed, and her ſighs pierced the 
heart of Miſogug. At laſt, ſhe roſe from 
the table, ſinging a tender and volup- 
tuous air. To-'Miſogug, it ſeemed the 
voice of love inviting him to joy; in 


that melodious air he thought he heard 


the ſignal of victory. He followed his 


| goddeſs into an elegant apartment, which, 


deing illuminated by a number of golden 
lamps whoſe light was reflected from 
mirrours"difpoſed all around the room, 
ſhone with more radiance and ſplendour 
than the palace of the Sun. The heart 
of Miſogug fluttered in his breaſt. The 
apartment ſeemed to be adorned for a 


feſtival; and ſuch was his ſimplicity, that 


he believed himſelf the deity for whoſe 
honour and delight all that profuſion of 
magnificeyce" was laviſhed. Zallatẽ threw 
8241 2 herſelf 
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herſelf careleſsly on a ſopha ; and ivhile 
the reclined in that ſituation, the charms 
which ſhe diſcovered added nw fury to 
his deſire of enjoying thoſe which were 
concealed. Miſogug was no longer maſ- 
ter of himſelf; be yielded 10 the impulſe | 
of paſſion, and proceeded to attempts 
which | alarmed the modeſty of the fair 
Zallate. She had not expected to be at- 
tacked with fuch violence. Vexed at 
her want of foreſight, ſhe locked on Mt» 
aaddreſſing him with profound con- 
tempt, Is it thus, ſaid ſhe; that 
* you. reward the confidence which 
* have repoſed in you? I aſked you to 
« ſup with me privately, that we might 
converſe together, af wiſdom and vix- 
tue: you hen you accepted my in 

vitation, ſeemed to have no other de: 
* fire, & thouſand times have you 
* {worn to me to aſk no other, name os 
4 H 2 Fre 


. 
& privileges than thoſe of a friend; but 
* inſteadꝭ of a friend, you would act the 
e part of a baſe ſeducer. What wicked 
*: deſigns have you formed Do you hope 
. to: pleaſe me, by diſſiboufing mei 
MWauld you Dcbhtinod tu l eſtenin ome; 
after: robbing: me of my virtue?“ 
Theſe words, pronounced with a tone of 
inrlighaticnzſ and accoinpanied with 4 
welbs ſtůdied. dignity of manner, quits 
s af he had heard the thunders of an a 
venging God; or ſeen him approaeh ta 


putiſn bis ciimindl audatityl He: felt 


bnchis! knees before the fair: Tallaté, and 
begged her tol pardon his mad preſump- 
tion. I confeſs my folly, ſaĩd he weep- 
ing; you are the ſovereign of my wiſhes, 
my heart ſhall henceforth be · ſubmiſſive to 
vaur will a: but how [dearly do- expi- 
ate my crime by my tears! ſince Þ 
maſt renounce thoſe favours which I die 
22 52110 8 H With 


— 19. „ 
— 


( 8g 9) 
with defire to obtain, and which would 
raiſe my felicĩty above the bliſs of the im- 
mortal powers! Behold my repentance 
and my remorſe; they are ſuch as might 
elface even the moſtatrocious crimes. Q 
thou whoſe beauty outſhines the brilliancs 
of diamonds, and the radiance of the:ſtars ! 
whoſe virtue exceeds: that of the angel Is 
coniel! refuſ& not then to yield to my ſups 
plications and my tears; deign to forgive 
him whom you hæve ſo-oftetr-called yous 
friend, and let a kiſs aſſure me of your 
forgiveneſs ; ; that kiſs will be to me 4 
thouſand times more i delicious thin the 
nectat᷑ of the immortals, more ſweet than 

the rivers of nil whuch ſtream eng a 
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contrition. expreſſed in this prayer, the 
fair Zallate refuſed to Miſogug the kiſs 
0 which hermpleredg and the-only favour | 
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Þhich he could obtain, was- half a dozen 
of her hairs, which he eagerly received as 
a preſent of ineſtimable value. He held 
them to his lips, and kiſſed them with 
tranſport. This tie, weak as it was, at- 
tached him to the fair Zallatè more eloſe · 
I than the moſt indiſſoluble bonds. Scarce. 
had he depoſited them in a ſmall vaſe com- 
poſed of a ſingle amethyſt, which he car- 
ried ſuſpended from his girdle, when the 
door apened, and the huſband of the 
bands are abſolute ſtrangers to jealous 


cy. He thewed no. uneafineſs or ſurpriſe 


at:ſeeing his. wife alone with a young man, 
in a place which ſeemed adapted for any 
wiſdom and virtue; he only aſked, if he 
might be een e one in the 
Nee Megs. N 


bY 2381 . agen ttt 


et found. he queſtion mer. 
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inge gining bam: A look of TTY 


the, © you beak» creature, you: 3 well 
bo much I am troubled with: your 


. impertinent intruſion, every time L am 
« engaged with: company's Begone, and 
7 1 beg jau to intermaddle no more with. 
* what. Dann apartment; as F aſ- 


« about what goes. on in youre, E oy 
< were not the moſt ill. bred perſan i in 
the world, you would have ſent in 
« your: name; I could then Have ſaved 


«: myſelf the chagrin of ſeging,] that q. 


* dious,.clowniſh. figure of yours, ſtalk 
imo the room, by making the ſervant 
« I. yop Know, that Jou could not be 
ed. This, huſband a fond 
« his. wife, (a.caſe yery unsommon in 
Bahlygn)..ſa, he. xetized quietly, without 
fayinga.word , and, Mifogvg, ſeeing her 
treat eee een ſeveritys 
0355 _ thought 
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thought that he muſt be her butler or 
py not ker kulband. Bνν ru ton 
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Tre was late, however: the fair Zallatk 
onions 85 to reſt, and Mifogug 'was 
difmifſed in Eis turn- But ſhe begged 
Him to take his leave, with a politeneſs 
and* a" gracious civility,” very different 
from the contemptudus haughtineſs witli 
whict ſhe Had ordered hier huſband from 


ber profence.” As He retired) He Frapperi 
ed to paſs throught lis miſtreſs's bed- 


chamber; and was ſome what ſ ſurprized 
to obſerve on 4 ſopha, a lamb- Kin ſtill 
warm and Hnckmg, and two legs of veal 
newly killed. He was ffiocked to think, 
that they ſhould thus make a Muaghter 
Houfe ofthe fandtirary of love. He aſk- 
bd one of Zallatt's maldt fer what pur 
poſs thir langt „e Abli; 
ea? She told him, that the far Tulläte 
id" 4 leg of raw” veal” every fight. td 
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each of her checks, in order to-preſerve 
the freſtmeſs and luſtre of her com. 
plexion; and that ſhe uſed the warm 
lamb- Kin for a niglit-goun, becauſe it 
was eſt demie eæcallent far ſoftening; and 
kvena for whitehing the ſkin. He cou⁰d 
aids / ton beauty ab little whamgoal. 1 He 
thodghty however, that 'Zallate! made ult 
of them only to keep her huſbagld-atig 
diſtance, that ſhe might not be troubled 
with his odiotus embraces 3 and regarding 
this extravagance of -coquetry and arueltyy, 
as: preceeding from cher exceſive attacks 
ment to himſelf; I have ne reaſon to 
dread; ſaid he with tranſport, that my 
charming Zailats prone OLA 
* i 1988 +0 WI N $614 43 it il 3778 
Ag ſoon las he got home, he opened his 
mae vaſe, and taking out, the hairs. 
which he had teceiyed frem Zallats, kiſ- 


fed them again and again with. great 
AA tender- 
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rendernefs. But ſome melancholy re- 
ffections aroſe in his breaſt, when he re- 


collected that thoſe hairs, lately waving 
over an ivory neck, had veiled charms 
which' his raſh impetuofity had almoſt 
loſt -to: tim for ever. His remorſe and 
POD ſo me thay if the * had 
ke whudd havk ule them for a r 
Hg 1-223 4² 02 100 f1191:1'10 
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Next PE has went, in the bona to 
one of the public gardens. . He walked 
flowly towards: an arbour where he had 
uſed ſometimes to indulge himſelf in ſo: 
tary meditatjon. But it was already 
occupied by ſome young gentlemen who 
were entertaining each other with the 
reditał of their adventures and good or 
tune among the ladies; and e 
ing ſeen, or wiſhing to be ſeen. by them; 
e had an opportunity of overhearing 


( 93 ) 
their converſation. One informed his 
companions; that he had ſpent ' ſeveral 
happy nights with the lady of a certain 
Satrap; and that ſhe had flattered him 
with the hope of her obtaining for him 
the command of the King of Babylon's 
amy. '* Aiother” Ihewed*fome i letters 
_ which he pretended ts ive recelved from 
one of the viifini of the fun, whole beau: 
ty was more radiant than the ſun Him- 
ſelf; and he was particularly protid of 
her favours; becauſe thoſe virgins had an 
hi ghreputation' for ſevere and inviolable 
chaſtity. A third produced a portrait 
of the lady of the chief of the Magi, Who, 
a8 ſhe Was a mitacle? of beauty, ſo ſo ſhe 
was alſo eſtdemed by the world a bright 
pattern of virtue: he kiſſed the picture, 
and exulted in his being ſo happy as to 
have received” it from her dear hand. 
A fourth coxcomb ſtarted up, and boaſted 
tht ke was Rappier than any- of them, 


for 


ments 
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for he was in poſſeſſion of A hair of the 
fair Zallats's, a favour which the had 
ſcaree ever granted to any man but him- 
ſelf; at ithe ſame time pulling out a ring 
in which the hair was enchaſſed amidſt 
gold andijewels. He carried his audaci · 


ty and prefumption Ml farther, and threw 


put broad hints that this was not the only 
hair which he had received from the 
lady.; and that he was in poſſeſſion of as 
many, all plucked from the fanjebeauteous 
head, as would be fuffigent to make him 
a very decent periwig, On hearing this, 


Miſogug could no longer repreſs his in- 


dignatlion. The fair Zallate's virtue 
was groſsly infulted, and he yowed to 
trance of the arbour, and when, the 
young fellow who had boaſted of Zallate's 
kindneſs, came out, ſeizing him by the 
arm, be led him into a retired alley of the 


a w Ov a © »-: 


on the youth's hand, and to pull off the 


(9) 
the inſult which he had wantonly offered 
to the virtue of the fair Zallate. At that 
time the Babylonian coxcombs were not 


deſtitute of courage; the young gentle. 


man immediately drew his fcymitar 
Miſogug alſo drew his; and, for a fingte 
hair, they began a deſperate combat. 
Miſogug was firft wounded : his rage 
was redoubled at the ſight of his own 
blood: he ſprung upon his adverſary 
with fury, brought him to the ground 
with a fatal puſn; and, being himſelf ex- 
hauſted, by his exettions, and by the pain 
of his wound, ſtaggered a few moments, 
and then fell by the fide of his dying 
antagoniſt, | m 


NorwirHs TAN DN the acuteneſs of 
his pain, his firſt care was to lay hold 


fatal ring. He did more; he took it to 


pieces with the bloody point of his ſcymi- 
Vol. J. 1 tar 
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tar; and comparing the hair which had 
occaſioned the quarrel, with thoſe which 
he carried in his amethyſt, was much 
ſurprized to find that its colour was pre- 
_ ciſely the ſame, and that it muſt certain- 
ly have come from the fair Zallate. He 
got up, hoping that he might ſtill afford 
ſome aſſiſtance to the unfortunate young 
man whom he had ſlain; but it was too 
late; he had already breathed his laſt, 
Then - bitterly. curſing the coquettry of 
Zallats, and curſing himſelf, he was deep- 
ly afflicted for having murdered the youth 
| * ſo — a cauſe. 


Tun duel, done, * a 1 good deal 
of noiſe in Babylon, and ſingle combats 
had been forbidden, under pain of an 
ignominious death by the hands of the 
common executioner. The relations of 
the deceaſed made a very active purſuit 
after the murderer; and Miſogug, in or- 
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der to avoid their fury and the ſeverity 
of the law, was obliged to change his 
name; to conceal himſelf in a private 
lodging, and to walk out only by night; 
Though his wound was not mortal, yet 
it confined him for ſome time to his bed, 
and during this confinement he was con- 
ſtantly raving of the fair Zallate, He 
flattered himſelf, that ſhe ſtill loved him; 
notwithſtanding the capricious coquet« 
try of her character. Women are en- 
chantreſſes, to whoſe faults a lover is 
blind till after poſſeſſion. Not but that 
enjoyment ſometimes increaſes the ar- 
dour and the illuſion of love; but they 
commonly drop the' maſk, after they have 
granted all that they have to beſtow 
and *tis becauſe they never grant a fa- 
your, that true coquetts are ſo difficult to 
be known. FA 
STILL a ſlave ts the ſame feelings of 
12 love 
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love and admiration, altho' theſe were now 
mixed with jealouſy and diſtruſt, Miſo- 
gug went out one evening, to ſee the 
fair Zallaté, and to reproach, her for gi- 
vying any of her hairs to another perſon. 
Jo avoid being ſeen by any of the ſlaves, 
he went up by a private ſtair-caſe ;. and 
38 he arrived at the door of the fair 
Mingrelian's dreſſing- room, he over-heard 
her talking with one of her confidents, 
and could plainly diſtinguiſh the name 
of Miſogug pronounced by one of them. 
All men, but particularly lovers, are flaveg 
to curiolity. Mifogug, deſirous to know 
his miſtreſs's ſentiments of him, ſtood. 
ſtill and liſtened. © Miſogug, ſaid the 
fair Zallate, © is endowed with every 
power to pleaſe; he is poſſeſſed of a 
« lively wit and an elegant figure; he 
% has even a certain eandour and ſim - 

« plicity which divert and entertain me; 
* belides, he Bes me with a ſincere 


21 +. paſſion. 
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& paſſion. ' But what ſignifies all that? 
„ My heart has been hitherto. armed: 
“ with inſenſibility, and I will never 
yield to the power of love. Yes, my 
« heart is ſhut againſt all his accompliſſi- 
ments and all his merit. Heaven, they 
« tell me, has beſtowed” on me beauty, 
* but it has alſo» beſtowed what I regard. 
« as a ſtill more precious gift, a cold- 
« neſs'which- preſerves my heart a ſtranz 
* ger to every tender ſentiment towards 
« my admirers Who: ſpend more un- 
* happy days; than thoſe women whoſe 
hearts are ſuſceptible of the ardour of 
„love? Thoſe poor creatures confine 
« all their wiſhes to fix the affections of 
© a ſingle lover, while I have a thouſand 
ho adore me: they obey, while T 
a command: they are flaves, while T 
4 reign: nay; deſpair; jealoufy; and rage 
*: continually prey upon them, like ſo 

many vultures: thei--ifo4s- o ſoene 
eee . 3, « off 
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© of miſery; tis like a tempeſtuqus fea, 
4 toſſed by furious winds; while mine 
is calm and gentle, like the unxuffled 
e ſurface of ſome faix- ſprending lake. 
* When a lover foxſakes them, they are 
& undone. But when, perhaps, vexation 
4 and deſpair compel one of my lovers 
8 give up the purſuit, he complains 
<. of my, pride and cruelty, he repeats 
<. my name with ſuch epithets. as ſhew 
that his heart is not yet free from the 
_<. anxiety of love, and his multiplied re- 
4 proackes. and exclamations only ſerve 
s. niſhing my, happineſs. Thus the ſame 
_ % circumſtance which, renders them mi- 

4 ſerable adds to, my. enjoyments. What 
4 is, wanting to my glory, my happ® 

4 neſs, or my power ?-kbehold.at my ieev 
1 all the greateſt and the meſtamiable,ob 
4%. mankind: With a fingle glance I ſubdue 
% Len * and (what gives peculiar 
| r ſatisfaction, ) 
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head to ſuch a glorious, purpoſe: L 


« fuſion, darts, and flames, I remain \per- 
«* fectly indifferent and undiſturbed, and 

give myſelf no other trouble but that 
« of laughing ſecretly, at the crowds. ef 
+ fools who adore me. 


«© SHALL I be free wich you? If Mi- 
ſogug is at all dear to me, it is only. 
ſince he killed that youth for one of 
my hairs. I am charmed with his 
* courage! Every body knows that I was 


che occaſion of that celebrated duel.: 


my reputation is mightily increaſed; 
anch if each of any: hairs could produce 
as important effects, I ſhould gladly 
„ conſent. to. ſacrifice all the hair on mx 


tell you more; Miſogug is at preſent 
« purſued by the relations of the young 
% man whom he has killed: would he 
have the. goodneſs to allow himſelf to 
be 


8 
84 
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ße taken, and to mount a ſeaffold for 
© my fake, my obligation to him would 
be inexpreſſible! That double death 
* would render me immortal, though I 
am net yet more than twenty; but 
«- when one loves glory, like me, it can- 
* not be obtained too early.“ 


Tuis energetic harangue freed Miſo- 
gug from every doubt with regazd' to the 
character of the Mingrelian. He judged 
of her love to him by the wiſhes which ſhe 


Rad formed for his ſafety. He felt at firſt 
fome inclination to thank Her ; but his 
eourage failed him: ſo, turning on his 
keel; he walked. off; as he had come, 
fearing, that he would never licht Wir 
_ * n 8 hair — 
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Conſequences of the Duet. 


KF HE young gentleman whom Miſo- 
gug had killed had a brother, named 
Indab, by whom he was tenderly belov- 
ed. By careful inquiry he at length 
diſcovered the houſe where Miſogug was 
concealed, and, in his deſpair, formed a 
raſh, project for revenging himſelf on the 
murderer of his brother. He would gladly 
have ſent Miſogug a challenge; but the 
laws againſt duelling were expreſs, and vi- 
gilantly executed, and he dreaded their 
ſeverity. One evening, as Miſogug was 
returning home, attended by a ſingle 
fave, Indab, who had far ſame time care- 
fully watched all his motions, met him in 
an unfrequented ſtreet, and not diſtin- 
guiſhing Miſogug from his flave, in the 
dark, furiouſly. plunged. his poignard into 
l TY 44 | : | the 
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4 the breaſt of the flave, and laid him dead 


at his feet. Miſogug, though but indif- 
ferently armed, ſeized Indab by the throat 
with one hand, and wreſting from him 
his poignard 'with the other, dragged 
him into the next houſe, and declared 
him an aſſaſſin to the mob who gathered 
round them. Indab declared, in his 
turn, that Miſogug had murdered his 
brother. They were both arreſted and 
carried to priſon. Indab, as being guilty 
of the moſt atrocious crime, was loaded 
with irons, and thrown into a dungeon; 
Miſogug, having Killed his man in an 
honourable rencounter, was ſent to the 
tower of Babylon; where he was con- 
fined, along with ſome criminals of di- 
ſtinction, his hands and feet being left at 


Fu law, however, had no mercy on 
Duelliſts. Miſogug knew this: he was 
WT} infouned 
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informed that the day of his execution 
was at hand, and he prepared for it with 
manly fortitude. and reſignation. He 
endeavouredto baniſh from his mind every 
thought of his unhappy fate, and to en- 
joy the moments which remained to him. 
It was not the proſpe& of death, but idle- 
neſs and ſolitude which rendered him 
uneaſy in his preſent ſituation : confined 
to a ſolitary, cell, he had no opportunity 
of ſeeing | or, converſing with any human 
being, ſave his goaler; and thole gentle- 
men are not commonly of a very chearful 
complexion. . Yet notwithſtanding his un- 
fortunate circumſtances, Miſogug. found 
means to ſpend ſome very agreeable hours 
in priſon. Alloyo had inſpired him with 
a taſte for poetry; and when a perſon 
loves and compoſes verſes, tis fcarcely 
poſſible to be uneaſy for want of employ- 
ment. That happy turn of mind affords 
entertainment and delight in every ſitua» 

tion 
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don in life. Are we ſucceſsful iti love) 
are we happy in the delighitful intercourſe 
of friendſhip? or crowned with the lau- 
els of glory? the Muſe, if we enjoy 
her good graces, . will teach us to ſing 
our honours and our Joys, and will aug- 
ment them. But again, is your miſtreſs 
Inconſtant? are your friends unfaithful ? 
do your nobleſt undertakings, and moſt 
vigorous exertions end in unmerited 
diſgrace? her delightful melody fhall 
ſoothe your ſorrows, and charm your 
boſom to forgetfulneſs of anxiety and 
diſappointment. Miſogug ſung—not his 
pains or pleaſures, but an object a thou- 
ſand times more engaging; he ſung the 
Tovely Queen of Babylon. But unlucki- 
ly he was without pen, ink, or paper, to 
write down the verſes which' he compo- 
ſed. He aſked the godter to ſupply him, | 
. but in vain; for the goaler knew not 
even what poetry was: he had not been 
| bleſſed 
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blefſedwith the inſtructions of an Alloyo, 


nor had ever read a fingle:booki; ſo he 
only laughed in Miſogug's face, when 5 
aſked him * ink, Weg ee 


4 e a Std 8 
ed in Babylon, who were adored by 
their ſubjects. King Iſoul, who had been 
but a ſhort time on the throne, conſider. 
ing his youth and inexperience, had en- 
truſted to his Governor the ſame place 
and power which had been enjoyed by 
his predeceſſor's miſtreſs; he engaged 
in no undertaking, he iſſued no decree, 
without confflting that venerable old 
man. By conducting himſelf thus, King 
Iſoul had gained the affection of his ſub- 
jects, and there was not a ſingle perſon 
in his dominions. who did not implore 
the bleſſing of heaven on his generoſity, 
his clemency, and his love of juſtice. 
To the nobleſt and moſt benevolent ſens. 

Vol. I. K timents, 
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Aments, and the moſt virtuous diſpoſitions, ' 
_eultivated underſtanding. She poſſeſſed 
all thoſe charms and accompliſhments: 
which render beauty an object of love 

when placed in an inferior ſtation, but 

an object of adoration when dignified» 
with the ſplendor of ſovereign power. 

She ſeemed a deity - veiled in a human 

ſhape. She loved and patronized the 

fine arts; and the fine arts rewarded: her 
gracious attention, by procuring her more 
genuine pleaſures, and paying her a ſin- 
cerer homage than all that the court could. 
afford. Poetry, Muſic, and Painting, made 
her paſs ſome very agreeable hours; but 
Painting could preſent to her eyes no- 
thing more happily formed, or more de- 
 licately coloured, than her own beautiful 
countenance: Muſic, with all her variety 
af inſtruments, could never equal the me- 
lodious ſweetneſs of her voice : nor could 
N 21 | * Poetry, 
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Poetry, with all her powers of nnientiind; 


ever fancy any thing more miraculouſly 
Po r e e K. e 


Tax King read very few verſes, 6 
no connoifſeur in painting, and went 
rarely to the opera. The three fiſters 
whom have mentioned, and who pro- 
duce ſuch wonders, are formed to be 
judged and encouraged by the Graces; 
and the good and virtuous Houl left that 
agreeable department to the Queen. But | 
though he. read few verſes, he was fond 
of good proſe ; and from time to time, he 


publiſhed wiſe edi che, which afforded mach = 


more pleaſure and profit to his ſubjecks, 

than the moſt beautiful and ſublime 
poems. The joyful acclamations and 
bleſſings of his people, were the concerts 
whoſe melody was moſt pleaſing to his 
ear; and the happineſs of all the ſubjeQts 
oh Fo empire was the ght moſt delight- 
| X F 
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bear celebrating a King and Queen ſo 

worthy of the affections of their ſubjects; 
and he compoſed the following verſes in 
Honour of the Queen, and ſeratched them 
on the bottom of a ſaucer with a ſmall. 
piece of, glaſs, which he dexterouſſy broke 
off from ane E. el 
.ened his- cell. a 


"> 1 1 Weet only vale, as delighted 1 Krayed bf 
Mong the gteen mead, by the brink of a rill, 


"While alt but the nightingale's muſic was till : 
 Wiitefo balmy the air, ſo delightful the ſcenes. 
And ſo ſofuy tril'd'Philome!*s notes to my ear, 
Lol faney tranſported, dehtld on the green 
3 Graces, and Loves, and bright Venus appear. * 
Sweet u i'd the gay goddeſs, and fmiling the aids. 
*. Graces and Loves, who attend in my train, 
Haſte to Babylon's court, where in beauty arrayed 
Tou ſhall ſee my loy'd daughter Immaroe rein; 
| To her be your homage, your ſervices paid, 
"While you flutter around her, improve every charm ; 
And with joy be her voice by each ſubject obey d. 
"While her Jooks ſhalt wild rage and rebellion difrm. 
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Tux priſoners in the tower were main 
tained at the King's expence, and, of con- 
fequente, were ſerved from his Majeſty's 
kitchen. The ſaucer, on which Miſogug 
had inſcribed the above verſes, happen. 
ed to- fall into the hands of an head- 
cook who could read. This gentleman's 
name was Panſouf. He read the verſes, 
thought them tolerable, and wiſhing to 
know if they would pleaſe the Queen, 
he got a few copies of them written out, 
and diſtributed among the eourt. Some 
of the courtiers repeated them to her Ma- 
jeſty; and though. they celebrated her 
own praifes,. yet was ſhe highly pleaſed 
with them ſhe was charmed with them, 
even to: ſuch a degree as to eauſe procla- 
mation to be made through the ſtreets. 
of Babylon, with the ſoundof a trumpet; 
That if the author: of thoſe verſes would 
make his appearance before her Majeſty, 
whatever favour he might aſk ſhould he 


n K 3 readily 
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Tieadily granted. That joyful piece of 
news reached the overgrown Panſouf, 

while he was at dinner. He had as yet 
eaten only an ĩced ſturgeon, a pie compo- 
ſed of pheaſant · creſts, a pike dreſſed à 4a 
Aarture, and half a dozen chickens. For a 
few moments he remained motionleſs; 
then rolling his brutiſh and duſky eye- 
challs, in which there was ſome expreſſion 
of his ſtupid joy, he dropped his knife 
und fork, with which he was juſt begin- 
ning to cut up a fat turbot, and leaving 
Aus dinner ſcarce begun, ran, pufling and 
tblowing-all the way, to proſtrate himſelf 
before Queen lnmaroe. : Great Queen, 
aid i he, it vas I hO compoſed: the 
* verſes, with which your Majeſty has 
e been ſo much pleaſed. I have left my 
* dinner, to give your Majeſty this in- 
. formation; and I: preſume to aſk for 
3 my reward nothing: but the plate of 


* Grand Cupbearer, which ; happens at 
a £4 ERS. dn | 
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©: preſent: to be vacant.“ Panſouf war 
ing, but he had not as yet attained the 
reputation of compoſing good verſes. 
The Queen was ſomewhat ſurprized at 
his pretenſions : And pray,“ laid ſhe, . 
„ Signior Panſouf, what proof can you 

4 produce of your being the author 
of thoſe; elegant verſes, whoſe only- 
fault is, that of praiſing me extrava- 
„ gantlyr' Signior Panſouf had ſo much 
good ſenſe as to make no anſwer to this 
queſtion, which was put with  as-muott: 
judgment as modeſty- Luckily fer him, 
one of his. college-companiens h pened 
to be preſent, and he aſſured her Majeſty; 
that Signior Panſouf had always been 
the moſt diſtinguiſned ſcholar in his 
iClaſs ; and had even gained ſeveral prizes 
at the univerſity, as well as from various 
academies. So powerful an authority 
Uſpelled; every doubt wink the geen 
915 | co 
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eduld poſſibly entertain: She was hap- 
py to find an occaſion to oblige a man of 
ſuch abilities, and promiſed Signior Pan. 
ſouf, that ſhe-would immediately aſk the 
- King to confer on him the office of Grand 
Cupbearer. Panſouf, after making an 
aukward attempt to thank her Majeſty, 
made haſte to finiſh his dinner, and was 
even ſo condeſcending as to invite his. 
old college- companion to partake with. 

' him, who ſaid to him as they were on 
their way to his- heuſe; always told 
you, that your ſuperios genius would 
“ one day or other make your for- 
tune.“ Ay, faid- Panſouf, who 
was now almoſt perſuaded that he had 
actually dr n the verſes. of M. 
ſogug, you had reaſon, my dear 
friend; tis. a ſine thing to be a man ei 


76 genius.“ 


3 o 


» 
- * . $3 


As be was at dinner with his friend, 


(r 


de keard a great noiſe in the ireer z ad 
aſking the occaſion, was informed, that 
Miſogug was conducted to the ſcaffold. 
A prodigious crowd followed that un- 
fortunate young man; and all the women 
who ſaw. him, ſaid, when they obſer- 
ved his handſome figure, and the gentle- 
neſs and reſignation which he diſcovered: 
in his air and manner; What a pity; 
that this young man has not a talegt: 
for N eee Arto 348 
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 Mrzxo06ve- 0 the ſcaffold. with-- 
out expreſiing any complaints, and wich- 
out uttering one ſigh. Repeatedly: de- 
ceived, and by various arts, by Zallaté, 
Fanfouka, and Zumilla, life was become a 
burthen to him, and he felt little regret 
At leaving a world in which candour and : 
Honeſty are continually expoſed to the at- 
tacks of fraud and falſehood, and general- 
ly fall before them. He looked forward: 
1 without 
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vithout terror to that awful moment 
at the proſpect of which the generality 
of mankind: fink under doubt and con. 
- Rernation. After he had aſcended the ſcaf. 
fold, looking aroundhim without emotion, 
he perceived, on a balcony, the perfidiou 
_ » Zallate ſurrounded by her admirers. Joy 
ſparkled in her eyes, and her cheeks were 
dimpled with laughter. An execution, 
ef which ſhe had been the primary cauſe, 
was to her a kind. of mock tragedy, from 
which ſhe expected to receive a good deal 
bf amuſement:. or rather, amid Her ad- 
- mirers, ſhe. had the appearance of. 4 
Queen, who, while ſhe entertains her ſud- 
jects at a feaſt, is proud of the obedience 
and homage which they devoutly pay 
her. Miſogug, who felt himſelf violenth 
moved at that fight, turned his eyes from 
her with horror, and happened to ob- 
ſerve two other women ſeated oppoſite to 
2 on an elevated terrace, who, from 
tima 


Gr 
ume to time, dropped ſome tears, and 
xiped their faces with large handkerchiefs, 
put ſeemed to have been led thither mere- 
ly by curioſity. That, indeed, was the 
only feeling which actuated them. Theſe 
ladies were Fanfouka and Zumilla.; and 
very perſon about them ſaid, while all 
xdmired their beauty; This is the 
* firſt time they have ſhown ene k 
+ inclined to cruelty.” y 


MisoGus ſaid the ſame, and even for. 
gave them for coming to enjoy his ap- 
dearance on the ſcaffold. But the fa- 

age joy which glowed in the features 
af Zallate, was a ſevere blow to him, and 
it affected his heart ſo painfully, that he 

fainted away. The ſcaffold was directly 
under Signior Panſouf's windows; and 
juſt at that inſtant, his gueſts were cry - 
ing; „Long live Signior Panſouf, who 
has compoſed ſuch charming verſes in 

| « praiſe 
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praiſe of her Majeſty; here's to the 
<< health of that illuſtrious poet.“ This 
Noiſe waked Miſogug from his ſwoon; 
and when he underitood the occaſion of 
it, he was ſomewhat piqued, that an 
officer of the kitchen ſhould appropriate 
the honour of his verſes. He was ex. 
tremely modeſt; but that unſeaſonable 
merriment iĩrritated him, and he told the 
people about him, with a firm tone; that 
he himſelf, and not Signior Panſouf, was 
the author of thoſe verſes in praiſe of 
ber Majeſty; and that it was both baſe 
and cruel to deprive him of the honour 
of them in his laſt moments. Miſogug 
had been eſteemed a man of ſome genius, 
ever ſince the time when he ſo happily 
ſettled the diſputes concerning the great 
Oromazes” beard. It had been alſo ob- 
ſerved, that he heard his ſentence pro- 
nounced with great calmneſs and forti- | 
tude. . of ** judges, he 
had 
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had acquieſced ſubmiſſively in their 'mild- - 
neſs and equity; and he had been oblig- 
ing and thankful to his goaler, and others 
who attended him during his confine- 
ment; ſo that, except the fair Zallaté, 
every perſon who knew him lamented his 
unhappy fate; and all his acquaintance 
would almoſt have laid dowh their own. . 
_ to Og * 8 „ 

nne dalmed hh wertes | 
his words were repeated bythe'by-ſtanders ' 
from one to another till they reached the 
foot of the throne on which the Queen 
of Babylon was ſeated. Her Majeſty, 
who was no more diſpoſed to ſuffer that 
one member of the republic of letters 
ſnould pretend to the works, and uſurp 
the honours of another, than the King 
to bear with the ambitious encroachments 
of neighbouring nations; her Majeſty, 
I ay, gave immediate orders to ſtop the 
Vol. I. L execution, 
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execution, and to bring the criminal be- 
fore her auguſt tribunal. If there is on 
earth an object truly worthy of the at- 
tention of the powers above, it is beauty 
adminiſtering juſtice. Miſogug, whoſe 
natural ſenſibility was exceſſive, felt him- 
ſelf much affected at the fight. | On the 
of his execution, he had not dropped a 
tear; but he now ſhed abundance; while, 
he proſtrated himſelf before her Majeſty. 
Is it you, unfortunate man, ſaid ſhe 
to him with a firm, though mild tone of 
voice, * kit you who murder. people 
e for a ſingle hair, and pretend that the 
<< great Oromazes ſhould be drawn with 
his beard half ſhaven 7. -s it you who 
have compoſed the verſes which are 
* aſcribed to Signior Panſouf ? Ves, 
great Queen, replied Miſogug, with 
his on fixed on the ground, which was 

Hott 5 if | occaſioned 
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-occafioned - as well by his modeſty as Hy 
the ſplendour which beamed from the 
divine countenance of his judge; I did 
compoſe the verſes which Signior Pan- 
inſcribed them on the bottom of a ſaucer 
from your Majeſty's kitchen, when I was 
in the tower Miſogug's voice was 
tender and: affecting, it went ſtraight to 
the heart. The. Queen felt herſelf ſome- 
how. affected with his words, and ſhe 
returned, with emotion, And what 
.< proofs can you produce of your being 
the author of thoſe verſes?”? © Com- 
mand, great Queen,” anſwered Miſo- 
gug, that fearch: be made for the faucer; 
it will bear teſtimony im my favour. It. 
zs of an elliptical form: its diameter, one 
foot five inches three lines and an half, 
gilt, wich an M ſtamped on two oppo- 
ſite corners, which is poſſibly the initial 
ef the maker. And if I tell a falſehood, 
| + hits 77". 
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bo let yotir Majeſty utter a decree, declaring 
my name for ever infamous and. execra- 
ble. The death which I am about to. 
- fuffer has indeed its terrors but ſuch a 
Fl | ſentence, pronounced againſt me by Vit- 
1 s tue herſelf, would be 2: thouſand times 
'F more dreadful: I ſhould regard diſhonour 
as a puniſhment infinitely; more ſevere 
than death.“ The magnanimity and dig- 
= -nity. of ſentiment which | Miſogug diſ- 
A covered in theſe words diſpoſed the Queen. 
| 
| 


to think him incapable of plagiariſm: 
Beſides, it was a principle with her Ma- 
-jelty, that it was better to ſave one in- 
- nocent perſon, than to puniſh twenty 
criminals. She ordered ſearch to be 
made for the ſaucer; it was found, and 
Miſogug's veracity. was fully vindicated. 
Miſogug, in order to afford ſtill more in- 
conteſtible evidence, produced from his 
| pocket ſome other verſes, written with his 
. own band, on a {mall piece of paper. 
| Theſe 
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"Fheſe were compared with the ſtanzas: 
on the bottom of the ſancer, and every 
perſon declared both to be in the ſame 
hand- writing- The Queen was fully 
ſatisſied ; ſſie graciouſſy commanded Mi- 
ſogug to riſe, complimented him en his 
happy talent for Poetry, and on the mag- 
nanimity and candour with which he had 
made his defence; ſſie even thanked him, 
not ' without bluffling, for the praiſes 
which he had been pleaſed to beſtow on 
her beauty, and bade him aſk whatever 
favour he thipht wiſh to obtain. Not- 
withſtanding his triumph over the ſot- 
riſh Panſouf, Miſogug, Having killed a 
man in a duel, was ſtill under ſentence of 
death; and as her Majeſty had allowed 
him to aſk any favour he pleaſed, every 
body expected, that he would aſk his 
kberty, and à pardon for his crime; and 
the whole aſſembly, ſtrongly intereſted 
in his favour, now raiſed a ſudden ſhout 
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cf joy; ↄ But Miſogug, with une ampled 
generoſity, with a difintereſtedneſs wor- 
thy of the ancient times of Babylon, in- 
ſtead of ſeeking to derive any advantage 
to himſelf from the Queen's clemency, 
aſked a pardon for Indab. In excuſe for 
the crime of which Indab had been guilty, 
Miſogug alledged, that it had been occa- 
ſioned by one of the nobleſt ſentiments of 
the human heart, fraternal affection; 
and that the deed which that affection 
had hurried him to perpetrate, was rather 
an extravagance of virtue than a erime. 
He aſſured her Majeſty that Indab Was 
an ardent lover of virtue, and would, one 
day, afford illuſtrious proofs of that at- 
tachment, dy becoming one of the wor- 
thieſt men in Babylon. In ſhort, he pled 
the cauſe of that unfortunate youth, with 
ſo much art and vehemence, his elo- 
quence was ſo inſinuating and forcible, 
his foul appeared ſo heroie, and ſo highly 
elevated 
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elevated above the common order, that 
every perſon preſent thed tears of admira- 
tion. For me, great Queen, added be, 
for me who have beheld the fair Im- 
maroe ſmile upon me, and have heard 
her praiſe my verſes; after this, can 
fe poſſibly appear to me of any value? 
What felicity could I ever attain, equal 
to what I have now taſted? It is onby 
in Elyſium I can hope to experience e- 
motions of more exquiſite delight. TL 
not a ſcaffold, but a throne which Lam 
about to aſcend. The moſt fortunate 
monarchs in Aſia are leſs fortunate than 
Miſogugh nor is there one among them 
ho . not envy, rather than pity 
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much gallantry and feeling, heightened 
the ſympathetic emotion of tlie ſpectators. 
Even the Queen is. ſaid to have been fo 
asd much 
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— that a few tears ſtole down 
der cheeks. ſhe cauſed che execution of 
Miſogug to be ) ſuſpended; and going 
ſtraight to the King, informed him of all 
an acute judgment and nice diſcernment. 
From what he heard of Miſogug, he form- 
ed a very favourable opinion of him: and 
as he was deſirous of attaching to him- 
mined that Mſogug ſhould live, not- 
withſtanding his extreme defire to die 
that he ſhould enjoy the office of Grand 
Cupbearer which the fortiſh Panfouf had 
fo baſely ſought to uſurp; and that Indab, 
on account of the apologies and predic- 
tions of his generous enemy, ſhould re- 
ceive a pardon, and be ſet at liberty. This 
deciſion charmed every perſon in Baby- 
on, except the fair Tallatẽ and Signior 
Pantouf, who could not forgive Miſogug 
* Shs him of the office of Grand 
Cupbearer 


*( cr29 )Y 
Cupbearer, nor Tallaté for not laying: 
down his life to promote her glory. 


wm 


Iux moment Indab was diſmiſſed from 
priſon, he ran to embrace Miſogug, and 
expreſſed his gratitude to him in the 
warmeſt terms. He had been guilty of 
a crime: but he was naturally generous, 
ſenſible, and honeſt: and it willi by and 
by, appear, that Miſogug was by no 
means miſtaken, when he predicted that 
Indab would one day diſplay a noble and 
virtuous character. He became Miſo- 
gug's moſt intimate and faithful friend; 
and Miſogug, when he thought of the 
friends and enemies which his laſt ad- 
venture had procured him, could not 
avoid wondering at the ſtrange caprice 
of fortune, which had placed him ina 
diſtinguiſhed ſituation: at court, without 
che aſſiſtance of political intereſt or ar- 
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| 1 
- In ſpite of Panſouf, and the fair Zalla- Wl 
ts, Miſogug made himſelf beloved in a i 
region where hatred 1s very common, 
and particularly: Hatred to perſons who 
occupy an important office, or high rank. 
Notwithſtanding the reſpect which Miſc. 
gug's office of Cupbearer procured him, 
and the frequent acceſs which it afford. 
ed him to their Majeſties” preſence; he 
till retained this natüral modeſty and ſim. 
no ridieulous vanity in His carriage, dreſs, 
or equipage. He did not ſet up for 2 
patron, but he was à benefactur to all 
ho needed his ſervices. Panſouf, who 
told every body, that Miſogug was far 
from being ſo good a poet as himſelf, 
Waited on him one day, to afk a place 
for one of his creatures, and Miſogug 
procured him the office of Overſeer of 
Roaſt- meat in the King's kitchen. Even 
* the 
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the fair Zallatẽ appeared one day at bis 
levee to ſolicit a favour: ſhe was ele- 
gantly dreſſed, and had her hair braided 
to great advantage, hoping to captivate 
Miſogug a ſecond time: Miſogug treated 
her with politeneſs, aſked no favour of 
her, and granted whatever ſhe afked from 
him. Miſogug was much ſhocked to be- 
hold the extravagant luxury and magni- 
ficence which the courtiers vied with each 
other in diſplaying, without thinking 
at all of the toils and hardſtips of their 
vaſſals and flaves, by which their vain 
and capricious expences were ſupplied. 
He could not allow himſelf to imitate 
their example. He was content with 
neatneſs and elegance, without aſpiring 
to ſplendour or magnificence. And 
when he ſaw the Satraps and their la- 
dies flaunting about in their gaudy 
dreſſes, and glittering equipages, he was 
tempted to regard them as ſo many but- 

| terflies, 
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terſlies. His thoughts oſten aſcended to 
the throne of Oromazes; and it was his 


frequent prayer to that Almighty being, 


to bleſs and prolong the days of Iſoul 
and Immaroe, the wiſeſt and moſt bene- 
ficent ſovereigns that the world had ever 
ſeen. He regarded Iſoul and Immaroe 


as the faithful vicegerents of Oromazes. 


Both of them treated him with confi- 


dence, and loaded him with favours. He 


never poured out wine for King Iſoul, | 
without hearing fomething flattering and 
agreeable from that good King; and 
though Queen Immaroe- ſpoke leſs, yet 
he never preſented to her a cup, without 
2 his hand fhake, and his heart 
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No THIN G appeared now wanting. 
to complete. Miſogug's happineſs, ſave 
the accompliſhment-of the predictions of 
lochipul. That good Archimagus had 
foretold to him, that a woman ſhould one 
day render him happy. Miſogug under - 
ſtood this happineſs of the tenderneſs and: 
conſtancy, of mutual love; and he was: 
ſtill uneaſy, when it recurred to his ima - 
gination, that, in this ſenſe, Itochipul's 
predictions were not yet fulſilled. Where, 
ſaid he, ſhall L find chat Phoenix which: 
he has promiſed: me? Long have I ſought 
for her; and I begin to fear that ſhe- 
exiſts only in the brain of an Aſtrologer. 
O Itochipul! being yourſelf deceived, 
you have deceived me! I had been much 
wiſer to follow: the, prudent counſet-ob 

Vol. J. M , Alloyo,” 
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Aiden; and bid defiance to love. What 
have I gained by my various adventures 
among the fair ſex? One of my miſtreſſes 
robbed me of my purſe; another cauſed 
me to be dragged before a judge; a third 
communicated to me a painful diſtemper; 
and a fourth ſent me to a gibbet. O 
venerable Alloyo! Wiſdom herſelf ſpoke 
to me by your mouth; and ſince I am 
at laſt ſenſible of my errors, let me 
make haſte to repair them. I am deter- 
mined; yes, I am determined. Never 
again will I go to ſee any of the ſex; 
never again will I ſpeak to one of them: 
Thoſe Syrens ſhall never again ſeduce 
me by a melodious voice, an exquiſite 
ſhape, or a ſine complexion. Never more 
will I run after the handſome legs of a 
dancing girl, nor carry any lady, whoſe 
horſes are lame; to her lodgings in my 
carriage; nor ſend à pair of Barbary 
mme, nor delire a tete a 
10 . 
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tete with a fair Mingrelian. Soon aſter | 
| theſe wiſe refleQtions, Miſogug went, 
that ſame evening, to ſup with the fair 
Thameſis, the oy of a men Sa- 
trap. 7 Nl 


NexT after the great Oroſmades, 
Venus was the favourite deity of the 
Babylonians, and the goddeſs had not 
in all Babylon a devouter, or more con- | 

ſtant worſhipper; than the fair Thameſis. 
Far from reſembling the | baſe TZallaté, 
whoſe cruelty was ſo fatal to her lovers, 
the fair Thameſis was eager to render 
all her admirers happy; and if the life 
of a lover was ever in danger on her 
account, it was only in her arms, and by 
exceſs of pleaſure. She was, indeed, no 
leſs bounteous than Venus herſelf: and 
the young gentlemen of Babylon found 
in her the divinity whoſe image ey a- 


dored in the temple of Mithra. 
M 2 TrHAMEsIs 


E 
Tnauzsis was beautiful: but her 
| ſhape and ſize were no leſs remarkable 
than her beauty. She was about five feet 
fix inches high, and proportionably thick. 
One of her lovers, who valued himſelf 
for a talent of compoling elegant verſes, 
had often compared her to-the tower of 
Babylon, and to Mount Athos: and- 
the lady had never been offended with. 
that eaſtern hyperbole ; on the. contrary, 
the was very fond of certain diſhes which. 
have a fattening tendency ;- and, by the 
help of that food, there was ſome juſtneſs 
and propriety in the ſimile of her lover. 
Forgetting nothing which could improve 
or ſet off her delicate charms, ſhe com- 
plied with the reigning faſhion of painting 
the eye-brows with ſurma, or antimony ; 
the adorned her head with a. garland of 
flowers; and, by the help of theſe orna- 
ments, her large blue eyes ſparkled with 
new er un But the would not comply 
415 with 
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with another practice of the Babylonian la- 
dies; which was, to colour the cheeks 
with a double coat of red corroſive pow- 
der: Her checks, always glowing with the 
freſh vermilion of nature, gave her no 
occaſion to apply an ornament ſo deſtrug- 
tive to beauty. One would have thought 
that the god of love had begged of Time 
to render the bluſhing roſes which adorn- 
ed the cheeks of, the fair Thamefis i im- 
mortal, and chat time had for once grant- 
ed his prayer: and never had they any 
| eue 151 ung the kifles of love. 1 
| Du had x no 8 but 4 
Is natural to all the ſex. All that ſeemed 
beautiful about her was really ſo; and gl 
_ ſeemed. beautiful, from her auburn bay, 
to her handſome little feet, which were 
adorned with embroidered ſandals. All 
the art of Thameſis conſiſted in being 
: Perieenly Wilels.. A bi Seen 
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anz had, beſides; an agreeable wit, and 
a cultivated underſtanding; her manners 
were eaſy and unaffected; and ſhe-pol- 
ſeſſed a noble frankneſs, which, even in 
the commencement of their acquaintance, 
invited thoſe who were introduced to her 
to familiarity, without diminiſhing their 
refpect for her. A ſtranger would have 
thought he had been long acquainted. 
with her, had he not been overpowered 
and dazzled with her charms. In her 
preſence every perſon was at eaſe, as in 
the company of a friend. She converſed 
th the | greateſt livelineſs and good 
e, without being ever at a loſs; and: 
any one might entertain her in his turn 
without fearing to offend or diſoblige 
Her. In ſhort, there was not in all Baby- 
lon a more accompliſhed or agreeable 
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emotion, and beheld her- jolly round? 
cheeks. with indifference. Every plea- 
ſant or obliging thing that ſhe ſaid, in- 
ſtead of: captivating, inſpired him with 
indignation<: He was. enraged to fee. one 
of that treacherous and deceitful ſex ſo 
very. amiable... He ſpoke not a. ſyllable 
all the time of ſupper; and went home at. 
an early hour. She is very well, ſaid he. 
to himſelf, as he was going to bed; ſhe 
has wit; and beauty, and engaging man- 
ners; ba ſhe ſhall nos ee, 


Din Kir Thameſis was: bene 
fond of thoſe young · fellous who devoured; | 


her charms with-theit eyes without ſpeak-. 
ing a word, and next day ſhe wrote to. 
Miſogug, that ſhe had a peculiar. reſpect 
for ſilent people: that perhaps, ſhe her- 
ſelf had ſpoken too much, and had ſeem- 
ed to him quite a babbler ; but that ſhe 
knew how to be ſilent ſometimes, or, at 

| | leaſt, 
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| ( 1400) 
feaſt, to utter only a few interjections 
ſcarce intelligible: ſhe concluded, with 


| - begging him to fayour her with another 


viſit; afluring him, that they would 
hold together a ſilent converſation, full 
of eloquence. Miſogug, at firſt, felt him. 
ſelf rather unwilling to accept this invita- 
tion: but reading the letter over a ſecond 


time, it appeared to him to be written with 


à certain obſcurity of expreſſion; and as 
he did not think it below him to receive 

new inſtruction in the language of his 
country, he thought proper to attend the 
appointment of Thameſis, that ſhe might 
clear up to him the obſcurities of her letter. 
H found the fair Thameſis at her toi. 
"Tettez and ſeveral female ſlaves, who would 
have appeared miracles of beauty beſide 


any other miſtreſs than the fair Thameſis, 
were employed in braiding her hair in- 


: termixed- with fle wers, ſo as to form it 
rl * into 


* 


R 
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into ſeveral waving treſſes, reſembling the 
garlands of Spring, which the hand of. 
ſome fair ſhepherdeſs. ſuſpends on the 
branches of a. ſacred. oak. Behind her 
were ſeated three gentlemen, who now 
attracted the attention of Mifogug, tho” 
at firſt he ohſerved no body but the fair 
Thameſis. On à large ſopha fat a young 
gentleman belonging to the order of the 
Magi, with his fingers in his mouth, which 
he gnawed, doubtleſs: with deſire, at be- 
holding ſo voluptuous a figure as the fair 
Thameſis. Next him was a young phy- 
ſcian, whoſe: knowledge was rather leſs. 
| profound than that of Hermes, whoſe 
works he had perhaps never read, and 
was never ſo. impertinent or pedantic as 
to quote, in the gay company into which 
he was admitted. This gentleman was, 
from time to time, admiring his on 
handſome face in Thameſis's looking-- 
Eat and was making wry faces, and 

| laughing 


( 142 F b 


dg alternately, at the hos of the x 
fair lady, and of a coxcomb in a periwig, 
which were both reflected from the mir. 
ror. He ſuddenly turned to the fair Tha. 
meſis, and, looking her ſtedſaſtly in the 
face, ſaid to her, Theſe roguiſn eyes of 
yours muſt certainly have paſſed a diſa- 
greeable night; they are leſs killing than 
ufual. So much the better! ſo much the 
better! they will do the leſs harm in the 
world. If, however, they ſhould gro 
worſe, a little ætherial honey will do then 
no harm. You underſtand me, Madam 
2 little ztherial honey. Do you think i 
good for the eyes, Doctor? replied I ha 
meſis. I vow, Madam, anſwered the phy- 
ſician, ætherial honey is good: for every 
thing; and I have performed an incre 
dible number of the moſt miraculous 
cures, ſince it has been introduced into out 
practice. The Doctor was right. the 
rial honey was, at that time, all the fs 
$1 al ſhion 
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ſhion in Babylon; and by his judicious 
preſcription; it had indead effected five or 
ſix ſurpriſing cures. Beſide this lively o- 
riginal ſat a gentleman of a lean, pale face, 
with a ſtiff and ſtately carriage, whom 
Miſogug ſagaciouſly conjectured to be a 
player from the country. He gazed on 
the company with an haughty air, as if 
he had not waited that morning on the 
fair Thameſis, to beg her intereſt that he 
might gain admiſſion into his Majeſty's 
company of players. The fair Thameſis 
made him ſpout a paſſage from a new tra- 
gedy of the poet Othdra; and as ladies of 
Thameſis character are generally endow- 
ed with great ſenſibility, the ſhed abun- - 
dance of tears; and promiſed, as ſhe wi- 
ped her eyes, to ſpeak for him to the ma- 
nager of the theatre-royal. The Doctor 
ſoon diſſipated her ſadneſs by the mon- 
ftrous comical anecdotes which he related, 
and the great variety of bon mots which 
1 f | he 
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he interſperſed with his anecdotes; Heſue- 
-ceeded fo well, that her grief was ſudden. 
Iy changed into an excels of merriment; 
and the fair Ihameſis, not being prepared 


for that ſudden tranſition, laughed with 


tears in her N 


Sun finiſhed both her crying and 
laughing with a tender look at the young 
prieſt, who had dared neither to laugh 
nor cry; and as the buſineſs of her 
toilette ſtill went on, when ſhe was fully 


dreſſed, having diſmiſſed her maids ; 
and the faſhionable phyſician, the ſtiff 
player, and the baſhful prieſt having taken 


I their leave; The remained alone with a 


Miſogug, who diſcovered no leſs timidity 
and baſhfulneſs than the young prieſt, 
and, like him, had not yet preſumed either 
to laugh or to cry. He meant to de- 
mand of the fair Thameſis an immediate 


explanation of the obſcure Fes in her 
letter; 


( nas ). 
Jetter; but conſidering that ſhe profeſſec 
not to be either a grammarian or a teacher 
of languages, he was afraid of giving her 
offence. He was going to tell her, that 
ſhe was charming; but a number of peo- 
ple had juſt been telling her that, and her 
looking-glaſs was conſtantly repeating it 
to her. He wiſhed to talk to her of lobe, 
for he began to feel himſelf violently in 
love; but he had appeared quite cold and 
inſenſible the other night, at ſupper; and 
he could not think of paſſing all, at once, 
from indifference to paſſionate tenderneſs; 
beſides, there are certain degrees and 
preliminaries to be obſerved on ſuch oc- 
caſions, ſaid he to himſelf. Nor durſt 
he venture to make an honeft declaration 
of his ſentiments, after what he had fufs 


1 fered from the falſehood and coquetry of 


the fair Zallats: He was firmly perſuas 
ded, that, for a man to ſwear that he 4. 
dores a woman, is only taking a fair way 

Vol. I. "2 it 
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w make her abhor him; and that, by at- 
tempting to let the fair Thameſis know 
the ſtate of his affections, he would high- 
ly offend her. The reader will, no doubt, 
perceive that he v was in a * tickliſh ſi- 
tation.” 


4 . 


Tan fair Thameſis, who knew man a 
little better than the honeſt Miſogug knew 
woman, eaſily gueſſed his difficulties ; and 
ſhe ſmiled, on obſerving them, for they 
were no bad omen for her. For a con- 
Gderable time, ſhe kept filence, as well as 
Miſogug; and, at laſt, ſhe complimented 
him on his diſlike for idle diſcourſe, and 
applauded herſelf for the laconic epiſtle 
which ſhe had ſent him. Miſogug ſtill 
continued ſilent, and ſhe pleaſed herſelf 
with what ſhe had ſaid. To flatter him 
ſtill more, ſhe propoſed a walk in the gar- 
den; letting him know, that ſhe would 
think herſelf particularly favoured by his 
© attendance. 


. 
attendance. This propoſal was extremely 
flattering, to Miſogug, yet it did not entice 
him to break ſilence. He carried his rude- 
neſs even ſo far as to walk off without 
thanking her, or making any anſwer. Thar 
meſis did not diſlike ſilent folks, but MA. 
ſogug appeared to her to exceed the uſu- 
al bounds of taciturnity. She began to 
think, that he preſerved ſo obſtinate a fi- 
lence, only becauſe he had nothing to ſayy 
and ſhe was much ſurpriſed that ſuch 2 | 
fellow could gain acceſs to the court, and 
vven make his fortune ure his wit. 


Nux n be net to wait on i Tha- 
. with a determined reſolution to be 
leſs ſilent than at his laſt viſit. The fair 
Thameſis was in the bath ;« and now or 
never was the time to ſay ſomething. He 
was permitted to walk into a ſalloon cloſe 
adjoining to the bath. Notwithſtanding 
kis haſte to explain himſelf, a motive df 
| * curioſitꝝ 
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euriofity ſtopped him at the door of chat 
enchanting receſs ; and he ſaw, through a 
gauze curtain, things which it is impoſſible 
for the powers of language to deſcribe, i 
dut which would have ſuddenly looſed I 
the tongue even of a man born dumb. 


, 
J 
* 


Tun raviſhing delight which he re. 
ceived from the viſion, now preſented to 
His eyes, continued two hours, and proved 
only a prelude to more complete and ex- 
guiſite enjoyments. The fair Thameſis 
touched a bell; her women came in; and 
Miſogug, affected with that fear which is 
Jometimes the forerunner of joy, haſtily W 
concealed himſelf behind a huge vaſe of if 
Parian marble. Thameſis, having been in- 
formed by ber women of his being there, 
came forward: into the ſalloon in a looſe i 

Aiſnabille, and throwing herſelf careleſsly i 

an a ſopha, diſſmiſſed her ſlaves. - Poor 
Miſogug trembled like 2 leaf, in doubt 
a 8 1 whether 
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whether to leave his concealment in the 
preſence of Thameſis, or to wait till ſhe” 
ſhould retire. © He was agitated by the 
keeneſt emotions; love at laſt prevailed-: 
He ſprung forward, and proſtrated him-- 
ſelf before Thameſis, with ſuch confuſton,. 
and ſuch an air of conſcious guilt, that 
ſhe could not avoid treating him as a 
real criminal. She, at firſt, cried out, and 
reprimanded Miſogug for his audacity 
in the fevereſt terms. Miſogug ſtammered 
out ſome fyllables to excuſe himſelf, with- 
out obſerving, that, while reproof poured 
from her lips, tender indulgence lan- 
guiſhed in her eyes.. Senſible that he 
juſtly deſerved. her repraaches, he Tenew- 
ed his excuſes, while ſhe continued to exe. 
claim againſt his audacity; and as Pha 
meſis durſt not venture to forgive him tos 
readily for having ſo unexpectedly inten 
rupted a moſt edifying ſilence, ſhe felt 
herſelf ſomewhat at a loſs,” Her! confi 


| (% 
ion redoubled that of Miſogug; and they 
both found themſelves in an embarraſſ. 
ment, which they afterwards recollected 


with mmm, 


— 


| Tana eee . "TO laſt. 

pits for ſome time, if the fair Thameſis 
enough in ſuch circumſtances. She pre- 
tended to faint, and Miſogug took advan- 
from ſuſpecting it to be fictitious. He 
ſeized her in his arms with impetuous 

| ardour, and kiſſed, with frantic eagerneſs, 
thoſe lips which had juſt: been uttering 
bitter reproaches againſt him, that boſom I 
city, and thoſe eye-brows u lich he had o 
lately beheld armed with frowning indig - 
nation. His ungovernable paſſions would 
| poſlibly have carried him ſtill farther, had I 
* been ſtruck wich * 
10 e IL ing 
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her eyes; and, happy at ſeeing her re- 
cover, he eagerly informed her, that 


Cc wr Þ | 
ing that his careſſes had not -awakedthe- 
fair Thameſis from her ſwoon, and that ſhe- 
continued ſtill mationleſs. He ran for 
aſſiſtance, and finding à phial of effence- 
of ſome ſtrong aromatics, by applying it, 
he at length brought Thameſis to open 


the owed her recovery to his ſervices.. 
Thameſis readily believed him, thanked: 
bim, and even teſtified ſo hvely a. ſenſe 
of gratitude, that Miſogug, thinking: all 
his odd and improper behaviour forgot- | 
ten, aſſumed confidence enough to de- 
mand a reward for his ſervices. Thame- 
fs, who merited any other epithet rather 
than that of ungrateſu, granted his de- 
mands without much intreaty; and they 
n en be alk che int gif 
ee ,10-maitinolle att 
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4 of ſenſual appetite, Miſogug now: 
degan to think, that he had at laſt found 
the object who was to render him happy, 
and to believe the prophecy of. Itochipul 
completely fulfilled. An unexpected ac 
eident ſoon made him ſenſible of his miſ- 
take. For eight days he adored the fair 
Thameſis, and of thoſe' eight days he paf 
ſed not one without paying her a viſit. One 
evening he called at her houſe, glowing 
with love and impatience; he was told 
ſtthat ſhe was in the garden, and that 
probably: ſhe was repoſing in a certain 
arbour; he haſted inſtanily to the gar 
den, and aſked the way to the arbour. 
A flave-ſhewed him a labyrinth of trees 


3 


ſome time. Alk at once he found him 
ſelf at the entrance of an arbour where 
ſeveral walks terminated. But great was 
| his aſtoniſhment, when he beheld the fair 


Thamęſis, wiidſe charnis hechad foaliſny 
SGUD . believed 


6 1253 Þ 
delieved ſacred to his embraces alone, 
zeclining in the arms of a laſty .- 
thiopian ſlave, all black as ebony; who 
was convincing her of his being totally 
devoted to her pleaſure, by the moſt man- 
ly and vigorous exertions. A the happy | 
tice of Miſogug, he. retired unoblerved:: 
and being now perſuaded, that neither the 
beauty of his countenance, the handſome- 
neſs of his perſon, nor the candid ſimpli- 
city of his manners, but ſolely the ardent 
vigour of his embraces had recommendert 
him to the fair Thameſis, he reſolved ta 
baniſh her image for ever from his breaſi, 
and never nnn. v . 
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L HE fair Thameſis had ſeduced Mi 

A  ſogug; but ſhe was not able to de. 
tain him in chains. She had preſented 
to him the cup of pleaſure: he had rat 
ſed it to his lips, and drunk a few draughts. 
-But his thirſt, far from being quenched, 
was only rendered more vehement. - Plea 
ure reſemhles thoſe meteors which ſome 
times glitter in the atmoſphere in a ſummet 
evening. For a few minutes they dazzle 
our eyes; and then, diſappearing ſudden. 
ly, leave us in darkneſs; which acquires 
additional obſcurity from its ſucceeding 
a glaring, ſplendid light. Miſogug had en- 
joyed an imperfect glimpſe of happinels ; 
+Þut now again he regarded the fair ſex 
with indifference, and that indifference 
. him in the ſhades of miſery. 
Accident 
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Accident; however, again awaked his heart 
to thoſe alarms and anxieties which he” 
found ſo falutary, and even neceſſary 
to his exiſtence. One day, as he aſſiſted 
at a ſacred ſolemnity in the temple of 
Vaſdan, he was ſtruck with the beauty 
of a lady who was kneeling oppoſite to 
kim, and whoſe veil, being thin and tran- 
fparent, could not conceal her charming 
features. The lady ſeemed to offer up 
her prayers with great fervour and ſeri- 
ouſneſs. Her roſy lips moved gently, as 
ſhe uttered her prayer in a low voice: 
her long black eye · laſnies were turned to- 
wards the ground now and then ſhe” 
raiſed her head in a graceful attitude f 
devotion: and then her large black eyes, 
ſparkling like two ſtars under a thin cloud, 
expreſſed a languor altogether heavenly. 
Miſogug, greatly edified by the deep de- 
votion of that charming creature, would 
Wh have addreſſed her with the ſame 
devotion 
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devotion which the was paying to het 


Him, to aſk who the was. He was an. 


ſwered, that ſhe was named Hiloe, and 


was the moſt pious and virtuous lady in 


gug, glowing with deſire to get acquaint- 


ed with that angel, faid to himſelf, the 
moſt virtuous lady in Babylon! Oh! If 
my grave preceptor, Alloyo, knew that [ 
am in love with her;-inftead-of being dil. 
pleaſed, he would congratulate me on 
the paſſion which 1 have conceived, 
fince ſhe is not leſs devout and zes. 


Jous than kimſelf Could I but obtain this 


Hady's good graces, ſurely ſhe would not 
prove falſe to me for the fake of a braw- 
ny Ethiopian flave, nor threaten to to 
me over a window. Doubtleſs, ſhe has 


mo connections with Receivers of the Cu- 
ms : nor could the have the cruelty to 
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» Tew-of her hairs. She muſt be chaſte 
and virtuous, ſince the is ſo fervently de- 
vout. Scarce was Miſogug out of the 
4emple, when he made inquiry, with 
whom the fair Hiloe viſited, and with 
Ss what ſort of company ſhe was moſt pleaſ- 
ed. He was informed, that no body 
was permitted to ſee her, but men who 
relembled herſelf, in the purity of their 
manners, and the ſublimity of their ſenti- 
ments; namely, the Magi. Thoſe reve- 
rend perſonages, ſaid his informer, are 
the only viſitors whom ſhe admits into 
her houſe. No man has accets there whe- 
is not cloathed in the ſacerdotal habit: 
and tis but very ſeldom, and hy a verx 
great favour, that ſhe receives any other 
company. Divinity and morality are the 


topics of converſation with which ſhe 
is moſt entertained, In order to pleaſe 


her, one maſt talk often of grace, of 
that myſterious grace, which the ſovereign 
Vol..  , plate 
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ties which meet at the fair Hiloé's; and, 


however, they adminiſter mutual inſtruc- 


Cc 8 } 
pleafureand inflexible juſtice of the great 


others : that celebrated grace, which has 
given riſe to ſo many whimſical ſects, that 
are objects of ridicule or of compaſſion to 
the ſenſible and liberal-minded, and which 
has produced ſuch innumerable volumes 
of controverſy, that are now no longer 
read: that grace, which has turned the 
heads of almoſt all who have attempted 
to explain it ;—that ſame grace is often 
the ſubject of diſcuſſion to the pious par- 


notwithſtanding their piety and internal 
illumination, they are {till unable to ſet- 
tle the difficulties on that important point: 


tion without haughty contention, and the 
converſation always ends to the edifica- 
tion- -of the fair Hiloe. 


Misocus was edified himſelf. M this 
infor- 


( 19 ). 
information. Having formerly worn, for: 
a ſhort time, the habit of the Magi, 
he got acquainted: with ſeveral of that 
venerable body. He now waited on thoſe 
gentlemen, renewed his acquaintance with 
them, and aſked them to dine with- him. 
The Magi of that time, though irreproach- 
able in other reſpects, had not an high 
character for ſevere temperance. Miſo- 
gug, in quality of Grand Cupbearer, 
made them drink. heartily of an excel- 
lent old wine of Paleſtine, with which 
they got piouſly drunk; and they had 
eat pretty liberally of a variety of delici- 
ous and high- ſeaſoned diſhes with which 
his table was profuſely covered; ſo that, 
before the company broke up, moſt of 
them were rather in an indelicate and diſ- 
agreeable pickle: but they finiſhed” all. 
with giving thanks to God, and praiſing 
Miſogug as the moſt hoſpitable and amia- 
ble of men. In the courſe of this enter- 
O2 tainment, 
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tainment, Miſogug diſcovered, that the 
youngeſt among his gueſts was ofteneſt 
admitted to ſee the fair Hiloe > nay, he 
even underſtood, by what dropped from. 
ſome of his brethren, that he met with a 
better reception from her than the reſt ;. 
and, that that pious handmaid of the 
Eord. regarded him with peculiar affec- 
tion, Miſogug aſcribed that affection of 
the good lady to the fervent piety, the 
reſerve, and the modeſty of the young 
prieſt; qualities which, along with ſome 


- Other vittues, he ſeemed to poſſeſs in an 


eminent degree, and which were adorn- 
ed and ſet eff by a very handſome and 
agreeable perſon. Miſogug had, beſides, 
obſerved that this young man was more 
on his guard againſt intemperate eat- 
ing and drinking than the reſt of his 
gueſts. 


AFTER gaining bis confidence by a 
ſeries: 


(6 


ſeries of attentions and good offices, Mi. 
ſogug begged him to mention him to 
the lovely Hiloe, and to let her know 
his ardent deſire to obtain the acquaint- 
ance of ſo devout a lady. He told him, 
that he was quite diſguſted with the 
world; and, that all unworthy as he was 
to appear in the preſence of Hiloe, he 
hoped that her pious and virtuous exam= 
ple would have the ſalutary effect of 
drawing him from the broad and beaten 
road of perdition, and of conducting him 
into the narrow path leading to true hap- 
pineſs and ſafety. 


Thovok this diſcourſe was extremely 
perſuaſive, yet the prieſt ſeemed, at firſt, 
rather unwilling to liſten to it, fearing 
that he might offend the fair Hiloe, by 
preſuming to introduce into her preſence - 
a profane gallant of the Court. But Mi- 
ſogug had credit at Court; and he gave 
O 3 ? the 
*. 
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mie young prieſt ſome grounds to Hope, 
from his intereſt, a valuable place in the 
facred college; nay, he even dropped ſome: 
hints of obtaining for him the firſt mitre 
which might fall. Quite raviſhed with. 
the views which were thus opened to 
Bim, all the young prieſt's ſcruples vaniſh. 
ed, and he introduced Miſogug, that 
ſame day, to the pious Babylonian lady. 
Miſdgug was tranſported, when he con- 
templated; at leiſure, that angel form of 
which he had enjoyed only a tranſient 
Flance in the temple. Tis impoſſible to 
defcribe what he felt. J ean only ſay, 
that he found ſuch a profuſion of charms 
in the fair Hiloe*s perſon, ſuch ſanctity IM 
in her converſation, ſuch heavenly ani-' i 
mation in her looks, that he could ſcarce 
forbear regarding her as a divinity, and 
offering an idolatrous worſhip to her who 
worſhipped the ſupreme Being with a 
ny ſo pure and fervent, He was 
going 


* 
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going to give himſelf wholly. up to des- 
votion, in order to plꝛaſe her, when anz 
accident happened which proved fatal to. 
his paſſion, brake all. his meaſures, and: 
overwhelmed him witch deſpair. 


Tre devotees of ſome countries in Aſia 
would have no other huſband but the- 
great Yaſdan.. But the ladies of Baby- 
lon, however fervent their devotion to- 
the great Yaſdan,. choſe to have human 
huſbands, of fleſh. and blood ;. and the 
huſband of the fair. Hilae happened to 
die.. Next, after. the ſupreme Being,. he- 
was the deareſt. object of Hiloc's love ;. 
and the deepneſs and ſincerity of her grief 
for his death were evident to all who ſaw: 
her, by the lamentations which ſhe utter 
ed, and. the floods of tears which the ſhed.. 
There was a law in Babylon, forbidding: 
widows, however young they might be. 
ett in a ſtate of widowhood, ta marry a 

ſecond 
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ſecond time, under pain of an ignomi- 
nious puniſhment.. This law, equally un- 
favourable to- population, and contrary to 
the intentions of nature, had originated 
from conjugal fidelity, which. was, at 
that time, the reigning and favourite vir- 
tue of the Babylonians. Not only did 
that people forbid widows to marry a ſe- 
cond time: but, among them, it was e. 
ven diſgraceful and infamous for thoſe 
unfortunate ladies to hold any intercourſe 
with the male ſex after the death of their 
huſbands; they blamed the cuſtoms of 
ſome neighbouring nations which condem» 
ned 'widows to be interred along with the 
bodies of their deceaſed huſbands, or to 
be burnt on the funeral piles on which 
they were conſumed : but the practice of 
the Babylonians themſelves ſeems ſcarce 
leſs abſurd and cruel; for, to be deprived of 


greater misfortune, than to be denied to 
r the 


exiſtence, can hardly be regarded as a 
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che gratification « of the moſt delightful ap- 
petites. of nature. Vet we need not be 
ſurpriſed at this contradiction between 
the ſentiments and the conduct of the Ba- 
bylonians; they were the moſt whimſicab 
and inconſiſtent people in all Aſia. 


It may be readily conceived, that the 
fair Hiloë was well pleaſed with this law, 
which placed her beyond the reach of 
temptation: ſhe retired: immediately from. 
a dangerous and deceitful world, where 
ſhe had been in continuaT terror of has. 
ving her innocence attacked and overs. 
thrown, While ſome other Babylonian 
widows were- execrating that rigorous: 
law, and endeavouring to eſcape its ſeve-- 
ty, Hiloe, to avoid every. ſuſpicion of 
negligence or irregularity, ſhut herſelf up. 
with her-maids, and ordered no mortal to. 
de admitted, of a ſex different. from her 
on. Even the Magi were excluded with» 

out. 
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out mercy. She carried her ſeverity and 
zeal. even ſo far as to aſk. permiſſion from 
the governor of the city to have, night 
and day, two centinels before her door, 
to oppoſe every attempt of ill diſpoſed per. 
ſons. She obtained her requeſt, without dif. 
ficulty: and hiſtorians have obſerved, that 
this was the firſt occaſion on which guardi- 
ans of virtue were eſtabliſhed in Babylon. 


Misoc ua, having in vain attempted to 
gain or bribe thoſe centinels, reſolved at 
laſt to write to the fair Hiloẽ; and employ- 
ed a woman, who ſupplied the houſe with 
proviſions, and whom the guards ſuffered 
to paſs, to deliver his letter into the hands 
of his miſtreſs. He wrote repeatedly with- 
out obtaining any anſwer : at length he 
was favoured with the following. billet : 


« A an unfortunate- ſinner, whom 


2 8 as a — for her erimes, 
7 has 
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u has ' deprived of a beloved huſband. . 
« Ceaſe to trouble her with your unlaw- 


ful requeſts. Leave her to expiate her 


« ſins by mortification and tears: or be- 
« ware of drawing down upen your own 
& head the awful indignation of that God 
« who has declared himſelf the protector 
of the widow. If you perſiſt in troub- 
ling me with your letters, 1 ſhall inform 
* againſt you as a ſeducer of innocence, 
« This act of charity appeared to me 
* needful for your falvation. It is my 
< earneſt wiſh and prayer, that the divine 
«< graceof Oroſmades may effect your con- 
verſion.“ BY: 


Misocuo, who ſtill miſtook his appe- 
tites for paſſions, was quite diſtracted with 
this letter. What could he do? A thou- 
land projects ſuggeſted themſelves, which 
would have proved no leſs fatal than they 
vere fooliſh. What! cried he, muſt I be, 


„* 


For ever deprived of the objeQ of my fond. 
eſt affections, becauſe her huſband has ta- 
Ken it into his head to die, and the Ba. 
bylonians to enact aridiculous law againſt 
widows? No, no! if I cannot excite in 


ber breaſt a mutual affection, ſhe ſhall at 


leaſt pity my ſufferings: let me ſhew her, 

that I was not unworthy of poſſeſſing her. 
Yes, I will die for the cruel creature, 1 
will die, and the ſhall weep to know what 
an honeſt heart the has loſt. As he ſaid 
theſe words, he drew from his pocket 2 
ſmall phial, containing a moſt fubtile, and 
Noxious poiſon. He knew, when he was 
led from the tower of Babylon to the ſcaf- 
fold, that the fair Zallate was attending, 


on a: balcony, to obſerve what admirable 
cContortions his features ſhould make when 
His head was cut off, and he had provi- 
ded himſelf with that phial, with a deſign 
to take poiſon rather than to afford that 
baſe coquette reaſon for laughter, or to 
55 1 cauſe 
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eule the fair Fanfouka to ſhed tears. 
Dear, conſoling poiſon ! cried he, by thy 
aſſiſtance ſhallTefcape from infamy; thou 
ſhalt ſteal me from misfortune. Thou a- 
lone canſt put an end to my miſery; 
and when had I a more proper occaſion 
for employing thee? He was juſt raiſing 
the fatalbeverage to his lips, hen thegood 
Archimagus ſnatched it from his hands, 
and daſhing the phial on the ground, 
broke it in a thouſand pieces. Miſogug 
looked about with aſtoniſhment, and was 
greatly amazed, when he perceived his 
good friend Itochipul, and heard him ad- 
dreſs him in theſe words: Stop, raſn youth! 
Stop! I have already informed you, that, 
dy my fkill in judicial aſtrology, I am en- 
abled te diſcern, at once, the paſt, the 
preſent, and the future. By means of that 
ſupernatural art, I came to know, thats 
Uttle prude had turned your head: and, 
foreſeeing the evils that your attachment 
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to her was about to occaſion to yon, Tam 
come to prevent them. You are too 
young to die yet. Have not I predicted, 
that the fair ſex ſhall, one day, render 
you My prophecy ſhall not fail 
to be accompliſhed: truſt to the accom- 
pliſhment of it. Reſign yourſelf to the 
will of the great Oroſmades, and be in 
no haſte to poiſon yourſelf, for the ſake 
of any of his zealous ſervants. What! 
cried Miſogug, can you think the fair 
Hiloe unworthy of my. warmeſt attach- 
ment? You ſhall, one day, know her 
better, replied Itochipul: however, you 
may thank me for ſaving a life which ſhe 
does not deſerve ſhould be laid down 
for her. Nor is this the only ſervice 
which I have rendered you. It was I who 
detached you from the enfeebling em- 
braces of the fair Thamefis, by ordering 
matters ſo as to expoſe her to your eyes, 
when luſtfully proſtituting her charms to 
©! B 13. 
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an hideous Ethiopian . ſlave. True, 'the 
was a woman naturally good: but ſhe 
was too good ; and, finding you entirely 
to her taſte, would never, indeed, have 
occaſioned your expoſing your life to 
danger for the ſake of a hair, but would 
have ſoon terminated your days by acourſe 
of fond indulgence, directly oppoſite to 
the killing ſeverity of the inſanſible Zal- 
late. What! cried Mifogug, is it you, 
my dear Itochipul, who have, on ſo ma- 
ny occaſions, and by ſuch a variety of 
means, interpoſed in my behalf? What 
power! what ſagacity ! what benevolence 
mult you poſſeſs ! to act ſo friendly a part 
to a poor creature, who-finds himſelf con. 
ſtantly gulled and abuſed by all the reſt 
of the world? What can render you fo 
kindly attentive, to my diſappointments, 
difficulties, and follies ? or how have-1 
ſo ſtrongly attracted your notice? To 
gratify your curioſity on that head, replied 
P 2 Itochipul, 


(29 
Itochäpul, it wilt be proper to relate to 
you the hiſtory of my paſt lite. 


In my youth, I was a great traveller; 
and, particularly, L fpent a. confiderable 
time in a very accurate ſurvey of Egypt. 

That celebrated country, abounding in 
noble monuments and illuſtrious charac- 
ters, is highly worthy of the attention of. 

2 philoſopher: I was much pleaſed with 
it; for, without aſſuming the ſtern pride 
of a philoſopher, I have ever endeavoured: 
to cultivate manly and liberal ſentiments. 
You are no ſtranger to the high reputa- 
tion of the Egyptian prieſts. In Egypt 
I heard their knowledge and their virtue 
daily celebrated; 1 got acquainted with. 
ſeveral of them; and J obtained the friend 
ſhip of one, who, being maſter of the art 
of divination, initiated me in the myſte- 
Ties of that ſublime art, wheſe foundation 
is judicial aſtrology. He did more: one 
l. | day 
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day he informed me, that he was poſſef- 


ſed ofa ring, by means of which he could 
render himſelf inviſible, or aſſume, at Pen- 


abe eee en 


Tirs hiſtory of has ha 1 pretty ſin· 
gular.. Its firſt proprietor was a man 
much celehrated in Egypt, known under 


the name of Menes, the firſt, monarch of 


that country. It enabled him to perform 
ſo many extraordinary deeds, that his 
eountrymen honoured him as a god; and, 


giving him the name of Jupiter, raiſed 


altars, and ſacrificed victims to his divi- 
nity. From his hands it paſſed into the 
poſſeſſion of a wicked prieſt of Oſiris, 
who made uſe of it to obtain the ſove- 
reignty of Memphis; which lie effected, 


by rendering himſelf inviſible; and = 0 


Youngs: n a own. a the reigns, 


kde children, "Happily for ran 
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loſt it in a voyage on the Red Sea; and 
my friend having had the gaod fortune to 
find it in the belly of a fiſh, which had 
ſwallowed it; his art had, long before, 
taught him the hiſtory and the uſe of it; 
and he employed it only for the good of 
mankind. He committed it to me, ſay- 
ing, I am now old, I therefare entruſt it 
to you, confident, that, in your hands, 
it will be only the inſtrument of benefice. 
Proud of poſſeſſing fo invaluable a trea- 
ſure, I felt a ſtrong defire to become a 
king, in my turn; but when I reflected 
what a dreadful ſeries of crimes ſove- 
reignty would coſt me, I ſhuddered, and 
execrated the thought: Beſides, my art 
diſcovered to me, that no body was more 
unhappy than kings; and I conſidered, 
that I might aſſume the god with leſs 
danger than the monarch. *Tis a very 
pleaſant thing to play the part of Jupiter, 
and that part tempted me. I learned that, 
2 54 1 at 


e 
at Crocodilopolis, where divine Honoum 
are paid to that animal which is ſo com- 
mon through all Egypt, a conſiderable 
quantity of crocodiles were conſtantly 
nouriſhed in a large incloſure, to. ſupply- 
the temples occaſionally. I: ſlipped into 
that ſtall of deities, and was expoſed, in 
my turn, to the adoxation and the. reli-- 
gious worſhip of the peeple.. Were I to 
recount to you all the ſtrange particulars 
which paſſed under my obſervation during; 
the ſhort period of my divinity, L ſhould. 
never have done. In no condition can the 
knowledge of mankind be more readily: 
acquired. 5 o 


I was placed in a large and magnifi- 
cent niche of the temple : and as they 
were rather afraid of me, notwithſtand- 
ing the divine beneficence of the charae- 
ter aſcribed to me, I was incloſed in ſuch 
a manner that no more than my head ap- 
& peared; 
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peared; all the reſt, of my body was 
tied down and confined by inviſible chains. 
Every day they ſacrificed to me a number 
of innocent victims. I ſincerely pitied 
their fate, and ſaid to myſelf, If, inſtead. 
of a croeodile, I were a lamb or a ram, 
a8 much would befall me. Is it poſſible, 
that, to be a crecodile, is better than to 
be a lamd or a ram? Muſt the weak be 
always ſacrificed to the ſtrong? Such re- 
flections rendered my godſhip painful. 
But what affected me with moſt grief and 
compaſſion, was the ſtupidity, the fanæ 
ticiſm, the vices and crimes. of my num. 
berleſs worſhippers. One, whoſe piety 
had riſen to a moſt heroic pitch, brought 
all his wealth, and threw it ihto- a cheſt 
lich ſtood: beſide my ſacred niche, 
leaving his wife and children to ſtarve: 
another, who was a magiſtrate, paſſed 
W the day in my temple; mumbling a ſet 
| of prayers in an old Chaldean diale8 
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which neither of us underſtood 3 and, its 
the mean time, a raſcal,. who was offici- 
ating for him, both robbed him, and 
ruined his clients. A third came with a 
patched cloak, and all the outward: ap- 
pearance of deep diſtreſs, praying me to 
grant him means of ſubſiſtence ; while he 
had at home a. large ſtrong. box full of 
gold, and drew an hundred thouſand: 
drachmas of yearly revenue. | 


In a word, to. convince you, how: 
much ſuperior the force of avarice is to 
that of fanatieiſm; I one day caught that 
wretch rifling my temple of a ſmall gold- 
en phallus, which had been offered by a 
courteſan.. How many ſpendthrift ſong, 
unpatient to get poſſeſſion of their fathers” 
tortunes, haye prayed me to haſten their- 
death! How many huſbands, weary of 
their wives, have approached the foot of 
my altar, to devote them ta deſtruction: 

| Each - 
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Zach day affailed by prayers of that ſort, 
and enraged at ſuch monſters ; had I ac: 
tually poſſeſſed the power of a divinity, ! 
ſhould certainly have. diminiſhed the 
number of the diſcontented. 
NoTwrrHsTANDING any inability to 
inflict puniſhment on thoſe monſters of 
inhumanity, I was one day happy enough | 
to make a young Bonze feel the effect 
of my juſt indignation. He approached 
my niche with a poignard in his hand, and 
kneeling before me, addreſſed me in this 
impious prayer : © Powerful Crocodile! 
 -thon knoweſt, that, though the King of 
Memphis has been ſurnamed by his peo- 
ple, The J; yet he is an enemy to the 
Bonzes: that erime ſhould cauſe his vin. 
tues to be forgotten, and arm thy car- 
nivorous Majeſty againſt kim. Inſpire 
thou my heart, and ſtrengthen my arm, 
and R * will I ſteal into his 
1 "Ju 
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palace, and facrifice that impious heretic 
to thee; this very evening ſhall that 
poignard be dyed in his blood.” —At 
theſe words, I raiſed my head, and ſtoop- 
ing forward, without giving him time 
to finiſh his prayer, at one bite I ſnapped 
off his head, and the young fanatic fell 
himſelf, expiring, to the ground. My 
brother Crocodiles ſometimes alſo ſhort- 
ened the days of thoſe worſhippers who, 
in the fervour of their devotion, advanced 
too near the ſhrine of the divinity to 
whom they poured their prayers: But 
as they poſſeſſed neither the ſame humani- 
ty, nor the ſame diſcernment, with which 
I was endowed, I have often ſeen the in- 
nocent ſuffer in their devouring jaws. 
Iſtill recollect, with horror, one inſtance 
which cauſed me to ſhed a copious flood 
of tears. A young girl, of a charming 
perſon, and whoſe beauty was adorned 
and improved by the virtuous ſenſibility 
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F her heart, one day approached the 
Crocodile who was placed next to me, 
with the following prayer: Good God, 
to whom 1 pray! thou art the guardian 
of birds; from thy inſpiration proceed 
the anſwers of oracles: look on me, at 
this inſtant, as a little bird who loves thee, 
and command the oracle of Memphis to 
declare, that it is not Zelnor, but I, whom 
de deſires to be ſacrificed. Thou know. 
eſt that, next after thee, Zelnor loves me 
deſt, and that, next aſter thee, he is the 
beloved of my ſoul; thou knoweſt that 
my mother is very ill, and that the prieſts 
Have declared, that Zelnor muſt be fa- 
<rificed to procure her recovery; and 
the favour which I beg of thee is, to com- 
mand thy oracle to demand my life in- 
ſtead of Zelnor's. I love both my mo- 
ther and Zelnor ſo affeQtionately, that 


death will be nothing to me, if I can pre- 


10 to 


Cay 
to hom pray! cauſe the oracle of Meme 
phis to declare, that it is not Zelnor, but 


I, who mult be ſacrificed.” As ſhe ſpoke 


thus, ſhe held out her little hands to the 


enormous throat of the Crocodile, pre- 


ſenting to him a trifling offering. The 
God, who, apparently, had not breakfaſt- 
ed, ſnapped them off with his dreadful 


teeth, in a moſt voracious manner. The 
young girl was thrown- to the ground, 


and died, in a few minutes, bathed in her 
blood, and calling on the name of Zelnor. 
She had about her a portrait of her un- 
fortunate lover; and the prieſts, finding 


it fixed on her breaſt with a ribbon, de- 


clared that ſhe had been puniſhed, for her 


unlawful paſſion, by the eternal Croco- 


dile: nay, they even purified. the place 
where her body had been found, by fire, 


and by various libations, and would not 
ſuffer her to be honoured with the uſual 


funeral ceremonies 3 while the Bonae, 
Vol. I. 
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Who had fallen under my jaws, was i 
terred in-one 'of the vaults of the pyra- 
mid of the. ele, becauſe, when undreſ- 


ſing his body, the prieſts had found on 


him three miniature figures, e 
Oſuis, Ils, and Horus. 


my 5 WAS ſhocked with thoſe horrid effefs 


of ignorance and blind ſuperſtition. But 


what ſhocked and diſguſted me much 
more, was the unceaſing importunity of 
devotees. Seldom was any among them 
young, or handſome : they are, almoſt, 


all old and ugly; and quite different 
from your preceptor Alloyo. I. confeſs 
to you, that I have always felt a ſtrong 
inclination for the ſet, where it is adorn- 
ed with thoſe attractions which excite 
deſire. I was eternally beſieged by thoſe 
pious furies, who came beſeeching me to 
dlaſt the youth and beauty of their 


8 grand · daughters, nieces, or 
© 5 daughters- 


we 
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daugliters- in- law; pretending that thoſe 
unhappy gifts of nature hindered them 
from working out their ſalvation. They 
were ſcrupulouſly. exact in performing 
every ceremony of religion. They watch 
ed, prayed, faſted, and wore ſackcloth. 
And yet, who would believe it? they 
were, almoſt all, bad mothers, imperious 
wives, deceitful friends, and ſo quarrel 
ſome and. htigious, that they generally 
ruined their families by law. ſuits. Weary: 
of liſtening to their profane and impi- 
eus devotions; and moved by ſome other 
conſiderations no leſs affecting than in- 
dignation and diſguſt, I determined to 
give them the ſlip as ſoon as poſſible. 
Though the people believed our divinities 
to be exempted from the common ne- 
ceſſities of nature, yet the prieſts of Cro- 
codilopolis took care to bring us food 
every night. I had one night the miſ- 
fortune to» be forgot; and being afraid 
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of dying for hunger, I transformed 
myſelf into a ſhrew-mouſe ; and, under 
that ſhape, it was eaſy for me to eſcape- 
from my confinement. I leſt my niche 
empty, and took refuge in the temple of 
the great goddeſs Iſis, at Memphis, where 
1 hoped, not without reaſon, to enjoy 
good cheer. I was long nouriſhed there 
by ſome very handſome prieſteſſes, who. 
I tock care to viſit them, by night, to 
erxpreſs my thanks for their kind atten- 
mins. Some of them diſcovered no ſmall 
terror at my viſit; but they were, al- 
moſt. all, more charmed. than aſtoni hed 
at my change of ſhape::and, in their arms, 
tranſported with | pleaſure, I gave much 
more delightful — of 58 — 
"ſt at —— 
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MICOR: 


ONE of thoſe Priefteſſes (and ſhe: 


was your mother; who, you know, once: 
officiated in that character in the temple: 
of Iſis, ) inſpired me with a much more: 
lively and tender paſſion than the reſt ;: 
and I was ſincerely afflicted when Signior: 
Fenler deprived me of that treaſure, by: 
aſking her in marriage. However, ſhe: 
had not been leſs kind than her compa- 
nions. She appeared to be big with child 
when ſhe left the temple... She lay in of 
you, a ſhort: time after her marriage; 
and it is pretty certain, my dear Miſo- 
gug, that you are indebted to me for your 
exiſtence. Ah! cried Miſogug, are you 
then, my father? I owe more to you: 
than to Signior Fenler, who never ſought 
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to teach me any thing but, to handle arms, 
and to murder my neighbour. Benevo- 
tence glows in your heart, and wiſdom. 
dwells on your lips, You are not only: 
the author of my life; but I have alſo to 
thank you as my preſerver, in detaching. 
me from the groſs and ſenſual Thameſis.. 
Eno ceaſe to be farpriſed at the kind 
attentions which you have repeatedly paid 
me. But pray how cauld ſuch a woman. 
as Thameſis who might have had ſo ma- 
ny of the ſtouteſt and handſomeſt young 
men in Babylon at her ſervice, yield to 
the unnatural embraces of an ugly black 
flave? Her taſte, my child, is fomewhat 
_ fingalar, replied the Archimagus; but 
nature herſelf forms ſuch capricious be- 
ings. Have not you fometimes met with 
people who were well contented with one 
or two diſhes of meat, provided thoſe were 
nich and well drefſed; and again, with 
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even though a roaſted ox were ſerved up. 
to them? The caſe is juſt the ſame with · 
women. Some of the ſex will be ſatisfi- 
ed with moderate and ordinary fare; 
while others are of ſuch inſatiable luſt, 
and ſuch undiſtinguiſhing appetites, that 
they demand monſtrous and gigantic lovers 
to gratify their wiſhes: Lhave given your 
2 clear proof of that in the fair. Thame-- | 
fis. When I underſtood that you were in 
love with her, as Þ well knew her temper 
and conſtitution, I cauſed an Æthiopian 
flave of -mine to enter into her ſervice; 
| bidding him return to me at the end of 
' a few days. He was received, and had 
not been two days in the houſe, when 
Thameſis, ſtruck with his ſtrength and 
ſize, gave him ſecret orders to wait for 
her in the arbour, at an appointed hour. 
You happening to call at the very hour 
of this aſſignation, were unſuſpiciouſly di- 
led to the 1 and beheld what 
1 


cn 

prevented the repetition of your” viſits; 
Leaſily baniſſied her image from my breaſt, 
faid Miſogug; but the fair Hiloe, who: 
addreſſes heaven with ſo much fervour,, 
who is: conſtantly- deſirous: of being edi- 
bed by- religious: converſation, and who: 
admits no male. creature into her houſe; 
Ah! my dear father! how ſhall L 

"ow "__ _ | 


4 


' n. 8 young man, returned the: 
good Itochipul; notwithſtanding the oſ- 


tentatious auſterities of Hiloë, ſhe is ſtilł 

leſs virtuous than Thameſis. Thameſis, 
while ſhe ſeeks her own gratification, does: 
not refuſe to contribute to the happinels: 
of thoſe abeut her: ſhe can oblige the 
enhappy with-a pleaſing delicacy : falſe- 
hood and evil ſpeaking are-altogether un- 
known to her; and her ſlaves, whom ſhe 
treats with kindneſs and humanity, adore 
her... * contrary, is a little 
| - domeſtic 


e 
domeſtic tyrant; inſtead of ſeeking to 
render the yoke of thoſe whom fortune 
has ſubjected to her power, light and 
eaſy, ſhe is ever contriving how to render 
it more weighty and painful. After har- 
raſſing her ſervants with the moſt rigorous 
talks and the harſheſt uſage, ſhe keeps 
the neceſſaries of life. With her infe- 
riors, ſhe is ſour, haughty, and imperious: 
vith her ſuperiors, ſhe aſſumes an by». 
ſpends the day in ſpeaking ill of thoſe, 
ours, whoſe manner of life is different 
om her. own, She- reprehends their 
taſte for dreſs, for public entertainments z- 
for balls, aſſemblies, and. innocent games. 
Her conduct towards the poor and the 
unfortunate is ſtill more unworthy; if ſne 
aſſiſts or relieves them, it is in the moſt 
aſtentatious manner: her. houſe is. a kind. 


" 
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of Hoſpital, yet the is deſtitute of charity: 
the can pardon every thing in herſelf, but 
ſhe excuſes nothing in others. What 
ean I ſay more? ſhe plays the hypocrite 


with both God and man. Naturally 


glowing with the baſeſt- and moſt impe- 
tuous paſſions, ſhe aſſumes the ſacred veil 
of religion, only that ſhe may gratify 


them without obſervation and without 


reſtraint. If Love preſents himſelf to her: 
eyes, ſhe quickly covers them with her 
Hand, but takes care to have a peep at 
the poor child through her fingers. What 


a picture! O my. father! *tis impoſſible 


for this to reſemble Hiloe. Hiloe.is adorn- 
ed with every virtue, and you believe 
her to be diſgraced with-every vice. Hi- 
loe is an angel, and you defcribe her as. 
a devil. Well then! replied the Archi- 
magus, take this ring; by putting it on 
your little finger, with the collet on the 
ſidę next the thumb, you will make yours 
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fel inviſible; by this means you may Ins 
troduce . yourſelf, in ſpite of the guards, 
into the impenetrable palace of your chaſte 
miſtreſs. Go at any hour you pleaſe, 
fake as particular obſervation as-you think 
proper; and, when you return, let me 
know what you have ſeen. You have al- 
ready had ſome good opportunities of 
getting acquainted with the true .charac- 
ter of coquettes, of thoſe ladies -whoſe 
love is venal, and of thoſe who ſhew ex- 
ceſſive indulgence to their lovers; and 
| this occaſion will ä 
heart of the YR 


noel 
Tas PARRY of Hilos Had made fs 
deep an impreſſion on the heart of Mi- 
ſogug, that he wes half angry with the 
Archimagus for talking of her in ſuch a 
manner. He had almoſt ſaid ſome very 
indiſcreet things to him, notwithſtanding 
EW ti ME he bore for "ue 
Nad. W 


* 


Sd n ee ſince he had ene! 
him what favours he had received from 
_ this worthy mother. He could not help 
ſhewing ſome reſentment; and ſaid to him, 
In an high tone, What ſignifies your ring 
to me? Lam not beloved by Hiloe;; ſhe 
has told me, ſhe has wrote me ſo. What 
ſhall I gain by hearing her tell me ſo again? 
Hilo has given her heart to her god: 
and a poor mortal like me cannot hope | 
to prevail with her. The beſt thing 1 
can do, is to bid adieu to life. My phial 
is not quite emptied, and let me fwallow 
what it ſtill contains, as an happy cordial 
for misfortune. No, faid Itochipul, ſnat- 
ching it from Him a fecond time, and 
Take this poignard, and if the ring don't 
convince you, that Hiloe is an only hypo- 
-eritical wanton, I conſent to your ſtab- 
ding yourſelf before her eyes. Miſogug 
received the poignard with more pleaſure 
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chan the ring, However, he put the 
ring on his finger, and promiſing to 
wait on the Archimagus after making 
uſe of it, he ſet out, and ſtole unper- 
ceived into the apartment of the devotee, 
juſt as ſhe was going to bed; flipped in- 
to a corner of the room, and obſerved 


what was going on. * ſpeaking a 
word. 


Taz apartment was more like a little 
paradiſe than a penitential cell: new and 
elegant furniture, a large ſopha adorned 
with elaſtic cuſhions, mirrors judiciouſſy 
diſpoſed for the reflection of the light, 
and a ſtatue of Mithra, before which the 
moſt coſtly aromatics were kept conſtant- 
ly burning; all together communicated to 
that pious retirement an appearance ex- 
ceſſively luxurious and profane. The fair 
Hilo& was then undreſſing herſelf to go 
to bed. What a raviſhing ſight now pre- 

Vol. I. R ſented 
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ſented itſelf to the eyes of the youth! 
Hiloe thinking herſelf alone, and in no 
danger of being ſeen, felt no ſhame at 
_ uncovering what is generally concealed 
with the greateſt care. Now her full and 
panting boſom, diſengaged from a band 
. of ribbons, with which it was encircled, 
diſplayed its delicious beauty and propor- 
tion before a mirror: again her charm- 
ing thigh, which ſeemed to have quitted 
its priſon, only to preſent a model of a 
chryſtal column: here an arm, whiter 
than alabaſter, was raiſed to knot up her 
long hair ; and there a ſhoulder, half-un- 
covered, made the brighteſt ivory look 
pale. Every part of her dreſs which Hi- 
los laid off diſcovered to the eyes of Mi- 
ſogug a new charm ; and every charm 
inflamed all his ſenſes with keen deſire. 
His ſoul might be, in ſome: ſenſe, ſaid to 
have glided into his eyes, to enjoy the 
more perfectly that enchanting ſight; and 
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each limb, each feature which offered 
itſelf to his eyes, he longed to fold in his. 
arms, and to preſs with his lips. All that 
now remained to his fair miſtreſs was, to 
lay off the laſt veil of modeſty. Miſogug 
would have been inexpreſſibły happy to 
perform for her that ſervice; but that 
bleſs was reſerved for another. As he 
was feeding his eyes, at leiſure, on this 
luſcious fight; one of Hiloe's maids enter 
ed the room, with a large noſegay in her 
hand, and proſtrated herſelf before her 
miſtreſs. What! faid the holy widow, 
in a tender-enongh tone of voice, Muſt L 
always wait for you in this manner? You 
knew that I was here, in fond expectation. 
Pardon me, dear light and joy of my 
life! replied the young flave: If I am 
hte in attending your appointment, yet 
J am not to blame; or, if I am, my crime 
bas been oceaſioned only by my conſtant 
deſire to pleaſe you. Two of your maids, 
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newly come into your ſervice, —adde& 
- the, riſing and aſſuming a more familiar 
tone, detained me on the ftaircaſe, as | 
Was haſting to your arms. You are 
going to undreſs our miſtreſs, ſaid they, 
putting this noſegay into my hands— 
Take theſe flowers, which we have juſt 
to her, from us. May the balmy frag- 
rance of theſe daughters of the Spring 
contribute to make her imagination call 
up, during the hours of repoſe, a train 
of the moſt delightful images! May their 
breath, ſoftly whiſper to her, what ſin- 
eere affection, and ſubmiſhve reſpect, we 
entertain Ar our dear miſtreſs ! 


forbear thanking them for their kind with- 


es, by giving each of them a kiſs. The 


baſe creatures cried Hiloe, with anger, 
* ve 5.4 ky —— which 
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which ſhe ſtrove to hide ;—they ſhall Be 
diſmifſed to-morrow :' But why that kiſs, 
eontinued ſhe, in a milder tone!?—lt was 
a theft from me, and I demand my own. 
With all my heart, replied the flave, and 
impreſſed two burning kiſſes on her pl 
ant lips. Miſogug, amazed at ſuch an 
ardent mutual affection between two fe- 
males, could ſcarce believe what he ſaw. 
But the kiſſes: were fucreeded by eareſſes 
ſtill more tender. The flave, ſeizing His 
Joc in her arms, carried her, in triumph 
to the bed; and, undreſſing herſelf with 
a ſpeedy hand, diſcovered to the eyes of 
Miſogug ſuch robuſt limbs as are not u- 
ſually concealed under female garments; 
which nature has denied to the ſex. He 
ſprung forward, impatient to diſcover the 
cauſe of that aſtoniſhing appearance, and 
great was his ſurprze, when he beheld, 
in the perſon of that ſlave, the young prieſt 
4 R 3 who 
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who had formerly introduced him to the 
fair Hilos. The young prieſt belonged 
not to the bearded ſect. Nature had, as 
yet, adorned his chin only with a ſoft and 
ſearcely perceptible down: his eomplex- 
Jon was freſh and roſy; and it was not 
poſſible to take him fox any thing elſe than 
A young woman, when cloathed in a fe- 
male dreſs. Miſogug, tranſported with 
jealouſy. and fury, drew his poignard 
he was going to ſtab the impious wretch- 
es, and to ſend them to conclude their 
night in the infernal dwelling of Abra - 
man, They were amorouſly enfolded in 
each others arms, and Miſogug was about 
to part for ever the bonds which united 
them ; but being natuzally' of a humane 
diſpoſition, he durſt not take upen him 
to vindicate the cauſe of offended heaven, 
and ſend two ſouls to hell, by avenging 
the affronted Majeſty of the Divine Be- 


ing. . 
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in its ſheath, and returning home, found 
kHochipul waiting for him. Here, my 

father, ſaid he, is your poignard: I ſhall. | 
hook twice on it, before I kill myſeif for 
any devotee. Here is your ring too 
it has enabled me to ſee things as they 
really are; I feel that I muſt wear a ban- 
dage on my eyes, to prevent me from de- 
teſting and deſpiſing hat baſe and worth- 
leſs ſex. Be not in ſuch a rage, replied 
Itochipul: *tis impoſfible to find a woman 
entirely faultleſs. But you may find one 
whoſe faults ſhall not be vicious, whoſe- 
very } imperfeftibnd” ſhall render her more 
truly amiable. Believe me, there are 
many of the ſex poſſeſſed of the faireſt 
virtues, and even in Babylon, there is 
one lady———— bu: I muſt not ſay more. 
Whatever be your fortune in the courſe 

which you are going to run, be aſſured, - 
that I ſhall ſtill watch over you. Such 
is the will of the great Oroſmades, who 
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Has enjoined in me this taſk by a ſpecial ro- 
velation. Having ſpoke thus, he reſu- 
med the poignard, put his ring on his 


finger, and diſappeared, like a-cloud. dri- 


ven before the wand.. 
- * 
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' 4 VICTORY: 


ten quarrelled with each other, for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe they were 
extravagantly fond of war; and war has 
ever been the ruin both of kings and 
people. The good King Iſoul was a 
great lover of peace; but he was the 
only monarch in Aſia of that mind. 
The Medes were his neighbours : an 
haughty, ferocious, and unpoliſhed na- 
tion; who were ſtrangers to all laws 
but force, and believed themſelves deſtin- 
ed to the ſovereignty of the world. On 
another ſide were the Egyptians, a brave, 
but ſuperſtitious people; who had often. 
attacked or encountered the Babylonians, 

7 and 
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and had gained ſeveral victories over the 
armies of Iſoul's predeceſſors. Whether 


theſe powerful enemies wiſhed to annihi. 


hte and diſmember the Babylonian em- 
pire, or whether they were weary and 
impatient of the long peace which they 


bad enjoyed, they both declared war at 
the fame time, and commenced hoſtilities | 
againſt King Iſoul. Though Ifoul wa 
fond of peace, yet he was not afraid of 


war; his courage was not inferior to his 
wiſdom: though he was always flow to 


attack, yet was he ever ready to repel 
the hoſtile attacks of his enemies. 


WIL troops were levied to oppoſe 
the Medes and Egyptians, Miſogug was 
engaged in a new love adventure. The 
lady who was the object of his preſent 
purſuit, was of a character very different 
from any of his. former miſtreſſes. She 
was named. Altema, and her great defe& 
| Was, 


1 
s, an extravagant and inſufferable pride. 
Altema was the daughter of a Satrap, 
who was extremely poor, but deſcended 
of a very ancient and noble family; and 
ſhe had been compelled by her parents 
to marry a gentleman of low birth, who, 
from the place of clerk in the reyenue- 
office, had riſen to the head of that de- 
partment, and had acquired ſuch immenſe 
wealth, that, in his domeſtic eſtabliſh- 
ment and .expences, he was enabled te 
vie with regal luxury and magnificence. 
That gentleman's va/# merits conſiſted 
in his being completely maſter of the Rule 
of Three, and particularly of Multiplica- 
tion. Altema, who could not forgive 
bim for being a Plebeian, would never 
admit him to either her table or her bed. 
She flattered herſelf, that a great-grand-. 
daughter of Nimrod, the founder of Ba- 
bylon, a lady who could trace the line of 
ber anceſtors almoſt to the immortal 
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| Gbds; ought to be exceedingly ſerupu- 
lous with regard to etiquette. 'She car. 
ried her delicacy on this head to an almoſt 
incredible height. She kept a numerous 
train of domeſtics, but never deigned to 
ſpeak a ſingle word to one of them: 
Nay,- ſhe even. retained in her ſervice a 
number of gentlemen of rank, with large 
appointments which were regularly paid, 
whom ſhe decorated with the in/ignia of 
an order of Knighthood, entitled the 
Order of Tau, to render them worthy of 
receiving her commands. The diſtin- 
guiſhing enſign of this order was a dia- 
mond, cut into the form of a 7, which 
hung from the neck of the knight. To 
obtain it, it was neceſſary for the candi- 
date to prove a noble deſcent, uncontami- 
nated with any Plebeian mixture, for four 
generations backwards. She had, beſides, 
foot and horſe- guards, like a princeſs; 
and her houſe reſembled a palace. She 

5 never 
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ever went abroad, "without bang both 


preceded and followed by a number „ 


pplendid carriages; and when ſhe enter- 


ed a temple,” or any of the palaces of the 
Sovereign, he was alwaysa knight of the 
order of Tau who bore her train. Ns ; 


commoner was admitted into her pre- 


ſence, becauſe ſhe thought it below a 
great grand-daughter of Nimrod to con- 
deſcend tb ſpeak or liſten to any of thoſe | 
low creatures: and as people of quality 


never viſited her, becauſe they looked up- 


on her as quite beſide herſelf with family- 

pride; therefore the ſtudy of heraldry, 
and the peruſal of ſome old charters, con- 
lituted ber ſele employment; and if the 
happened at any time to tire of this noble 
ſtudy, which might ſometimes be the 
caſe, her only reſdurce was to vegetate in 


Rate, amid 1 ee 


and her guards.” 
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his ſenſes. His organs of viſion were 


to the eyes of men, and that phantom is 


| _ mey probably fall thy victims. 
8 4 » Maisoeve 
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Tus humour, and this conduct, could 
not fail to render Altema extremely ri- 
diculous: but ſhe was very pretty. Her 
charms cauſed her foibles to eſcape un- 
obſerved, or be readily forgotten; and 
they quite dazzled the underſtanding of 
poor Miſogug, who was ever the dupe of 


extremely quick and delicate; and every 
Impreſſion made upon them deſcended 
to his breaſt with great celerity, and often 
rouſed the maſt furious paſſions of his 
foul. O Beauty, gift of chance! trifling, 
and often fatal ſuperiority! What then 


eſtabliſhes and ſupports thy deſpotic and 


univerſal empire? Even the ſtern ſage is 
compelled to yield to thy power; thou 
holdeſt out a viſionary form of pleaſure 


ſpfficient to e eee dere it 


a 
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_ - M1$06UG; had ſeen the proud Altems 
paſs in her chariot z, and as his heart was 
then unoccupied; he fancied. that it be- 
hoved him to fall in love with her; or 
rather, he yielded, without reflection, to 

the ſudden impulſe of paſſion. The paſs 
ſion which he felt was impetuous, and he 
wiſhed. to givs way to its impetuoſitys 

But he muſt firſt declare his paſſion to his 
laughty miſtreſs ; and it would be pretty 
difficult to-gain acceſs to her. As Altes 
ma had very little intercourſe with the 
world, it was not eaſy to procure an ir- 
troduction into her houſe. Miſogug, td 
accompliſſr this, found himſelf obliged 
to apply to a couſin of one of the cooks; 
who made application to a chambermaid, 
who ſpoke to a Chevalier du Tau, who 
repreſented. to his noble miſtreſs, that 
Signior Miſogug begged to be admitted 
to the favour of beholding, for a moment, 

the * of her radiant countenance; 
S 2 and 
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andof kiſſing, with profound bumility;the 
duſt of her feet. Altema was a little 
ſurprized at the name of Miſogug ; the 
had never met. with it in hiſtory, though 
Miſogug had no title to the appellation 
of Plebeian, and ſhe demanded, with an 
haughty and contemptuous air, Pray 
who is Miſogug '. The Chevalier replied; 

That he was Grand Cupbearer to 
| King Iſoul; and that perhaps he was 
charged with ſome commiſſion to her 
from his maſter. That thought ſeemed 
to the fair Altema / to carry in it ſome 
probability, and ſhe. gave orders for Miz 
ſogug to be admitted. Any other man 
would haye found himſelf at a loſs on 
making his firſt appearance before a 
Lady of her dignity: but he waz in love, 
or at leaſt thought himſelf in love; and 
that paſſion teaches the lover how to con- 
duct himſelf, in whatever circumſtances 
he acts under its influence. 


Misocus 
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Misocuo, who was now no novice in 
thoſe matters, though timid and baſhful 
in thepreſence of Zumilla, approached Al 
tema with a firm confidence. Wiſhing to 
inſinuate himſelf into her favour, and know - 
ing that the only way to that, was by ſa- 
erificing to her pride, he began by teſtis 
fying the moſt profound reſpect; nine 
times he bowed his face to the ground 
and even ſeemed diſpoſed to remain in 
that humiliating poſture. Altema, who 
was much pleaſed with thoſe manners; 
graciouſly deigned to bid him riſe, and 
de then pronounced before her a very et 
egant diſcourſe on thediſtinction ofranks; 
in which he proved, with great ingenuity, 
the ſanction both of divine and human 
aws; that it was abſolutely neeeſſary to 
the welfare of ſociety; that one part of its 
members ſhould be inferior in wealth and 
Ration to another; that if the different 
3 83 ranks 
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which is excuſable only from the mouth 


c a 0 


were ranks to be confounded by equali- 
ty, the members of the community would 


ceaſe to reſpect or diſcharge their mutual 


duties as ſocial beings; that the ſhepherd 


would then be apt to preſume on his be. 


ing formed of the ſame clay with the mo- 
narch, and that the moſt dreadful con. 


ſequences would enſue. He added, that 
honours and dignities ought rather to be 
paid, as a debt due, to high birth; than 


to be conferred, as a reward, upon merit; 


and that a country, in which there were 


no Chevaliers de Tau, no Satraps, nor he- 
ralds to aſcertain the antiquity and ar. 


morial bearings of different families, could 
contain only a ſet of poor and. pufillani. 
mous inhabitants, equally, deſtitute of cou: 
rage and virtue; and who, like ſo. many 


ſheep, mult fall an eaſy prey to whoever 


ſhould be diſpoſed to take advantage of 
their weakneſs, At laſt, with a ſophiſm 
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of a lover, he inferred; that beauty and 
virtue, both the graces of form, and he 
endowments of mind, muſt neceſſarily 
be the peculiar portion of perſons of high. 
birth; and that if, for a wonder, aPlebe- 
ian at any time appeared, . diſtinguiſhed. 
by an handſome perſon and a fine geni- 
us, that caſe was an anomaly in nature; 
and a deviation from the general laws of 
the univerſe. Can any perſon be ſurprized 
after this, ſaid he, that the great grand 
daughter of Nimrod is the moſt /beautiz 
ful and accompliſhed lady in Babylon? 
as there is not in all Aſſyria a lady more 
nobly born, can it be expected that there 
thould be one poſſeſſed _ more numerous 
or eee attractions . [- 


Tun . W the very ef: 
fert which Miſogug wiſhed; The fait” 
Altema, who was not much given to make 
compliments, congratulated him on his 

having 


\ 
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| having ſo Juſt a way of thinking; and 
Miſogug, fluſhed. with this ſueceſs, pro- 
ceeded to let her know that he had the 
preſumption to be in love with her, and 
even hoped to make himſelf agreeable. 
This declaration of his ſentinients ſucceed. 
ed rather worſe than his oration. ' The 
great grand-daughter of Nimrod ſhewed 
ſome ſurprize; yet the orator appeared 
to her amiable ; he was young and hand- 
ſome; and the foon let him know, that 
ſhe knew how to forgive. Such is the 
fex ! With them ſelf-conceit is almoſt 
always the - forerunner of love. Adopt 
their opinions and prejudices, yield to 
their caprice, praiſe their charms, and, a- 
bove all, believe in their youth, whatever 
be their true age; and they will forget 1 
6our faults, they will forgive your pre- 
ſumption; you ſhall charm, you . ſs 
duce them, in ſpite of thenifelves.” © 
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Tan fair Altema would have been in tlie 
wrong to ſhew great ſeverity. A Queen 
had received graciouſlythehomageand ad- 
miration of a ſimple mortal; and ſurely 
the wife of a financier could not well be 
very highly enraged-at the tender ad: 
vances of a Grand Cupbearer, who had a 
polite addreſs, and no ſhocking figure. 
In the main, Altema, was not a bad cha- 
racter: her parents had inſpired Her willi 
| thoſe vain and haughty notions which re- 
gulated her ordinary conduct. Mifogug,, 
on viſiting her frequently, plainly per- 
ceived that they alone were blameable for 
ber extravagant haughtineſs; and he 
fully reſolved, in caſe he ſhould ever be- 
come a father, to teach his daughters | 
that all men are naturally equals, whats - 
ever be the rank which they hold in ſos 
phy A r mt Fogg 44154 
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He liſcovered; farther, that; notwiths 
* 


(ms » 
titute of ſenfibility ; and this diſcovery 
gave 'him-fHl- more plæafure. He then 
fincied her adorned with every virtue, 
and fondly wifhed to: be united with her. 
Opportunity ſoon"favoured him beyond 
bis expetation.. The huſband of that 
Righ- Born dame; who thought himſelf 
ker table and bed; divorced her, to make 
ivom for a lady who would not refuſe to 
On hearing this piece of news, Miſogugꝰ 
joy was" erceſſwe; he began to think, 
that Itochipul had not been miſtaken, 
ant viewed in Altema the woman who 
was to verify the prediQtion of that great 
prophet. He cauſed a faithful emiſſary 
to make her an offer of his hand; and 
beſides, to let her know, that he was 2 
"gentleman of a very good family, though 
his genealogical tree was not ſupported. 
* UAE: by 


ur to the noble families of the higheſt 
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by quite ſo noble a ſtem as Nimrod; ant 


that he bore three half. moong upon his 
eſcutcheon, which, at Babylon, was pecu- 


cheon was adorned with three . griftins, 
which was a proof of a deſcent ſtill more 
ancient and more noble, replied, that the 
did not value a-fig his half-moons.; that 
no perfon in all Aſſyria had fuch noble 
armorial bearings as herſelf; and that 
ſhe would never eſpouſe any man below 
the rank of a monarch. Miſogug was 
ſo infatuated with this fantaſtic woman, 
as to think, that, provided he could ob- 
tain her, ſhe could not coſt him too dear. 
Love ſuddenly awaked in his breaft the 
moſt extravagant ambition; and the pupil 
af Alloyo, who, till now, had been con- 
tent with his preſent fortune, Who haf 
een beheld wealth and honours with 
ntempt, conceived a ſudden deſign of 


1 


1 
iggrandizing "himſelf, and even aſfpired 
d 0 ſovereigu power. Nothing was farther 
from his heart, however, than any deſign 
of conſpiring againſt King Iſoul, who 
loved him, and whom he ſerved with 
Affection. Miſogug was not capable of 
ingratitude, and it was impoſſible for ſo 
juſt and good a King to have one ſeditious 
ſubject. But Egypt was then divided in- 
to ſeveral different dynaſties, forming ſo 
many diſtinct kingdoms, which often ex- 
perienced the moſt ſudden revolutions; 
and on the conſideration of this, Miſogug 
founded his hopes of becoming à King. 
By old Fenler, he had been completely 
inſtructed in all the exerciſes and man- 
uyres of the military art: and though 
de had not yet carricd arms in the ſervice 
of his country, his young heart {till 
glowed with eager deſire to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf in war. He now preſumed to aſk 
M . the command of the army, 
which 
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which was to be ſent againſt the Tgyp- 
dians; the King, being unappriſed of his 
military talents, laughed in his face, tel- 
ng him, that the buſineſs of a Grand 
Cupbearer was to pour out wine for 
their Bahylorian Majeſties, not to make 

2 figure in battles. But Miſogug, aſſuring 
his maſter that he was particularly ſkilled 
in the art of war, and that Signior Fen- 
der had fully inſtrutted him/in the offices 
and duties of a ſoldier; his Majeſty in- 
cerely congratulated him on his accom- 
pliſhmenta, and, as he knew thathe could 
have no general more zealous i in his ſer⸗ 
vice, readily ed his requaſt. «2; 


Tua Court is wel khown . a re. 
en cabals, and almoſt & 
very ſpecies of malignity. Some ambi- 
tious courtiers were jealous of the honour 
conferred upon Miſogug. Their firſt at- 
t were to render him zidiculous by 

Vol. I. 1 ſome 
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But finding theſe attempts unſucceſsful, 
and that Miſogug, far from being hurt 
with their trifles, even repeated ſome of 
them himſelf in the royal apartments, 
when he found them to contain any thing 
likely to afford entertainment to their 


Majeſties; thoſe invidious courtiers re- 


folved to labour more effectually for his 
ruin. They purſued the following mea- 
TOY in at £0 en. 


As the army of the Medes 4 1 not a. 
mount to more than half the number of 
the Egyptians, King Iſoul had obſerved 
the ſame proportion in the different armies 


with which he oppoſed theſe two nations. 


The moſt numerous was to march 2. 


gainſt the Egyptians; the weakeſt, againſt 
the Medes. Miſogug's enemies procured 
the command of the laſt of thoſe two ar- 
* for Valja, a man who Was, himſelf, 


_ unfriendly 


* 


( * 

unfriendly to Miſogug. Valja and Miſes 
gug put themſelves at the head of their 
reſpective armies, and marched on their 
different expeditions, by oppoſite roads; 
but, before they had advanced farther 
than ten or twelve leagues from Babylon, 
to couriers, hired by the treacherous 
courtiers, brought word to King Iſoul, 
that the army of the Egyptians was not 
ſo ſtrong as he had believed it, by twenty 
thouſand men; and that the army of the 
Medes had received an augmentation of 
the ſame number of troops. Both theſe 
accounts were falſe. "But King Iſoul, 
deceived by the courier's information, 
gave immediate orders, that twenty thou- 
ſand men ſhould be detached from the 
army under the command ' of Miſogug, 
to join the forces of Valja. By- theſe 
means, the army of the Egyptians be- 
came as much ſuperior, as the Median 
* was now. inferior in numbers, tb 

1.39 the 
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tie forces which the King of Babylon 
fent againſt them. And the natural con- 
ſequence would have been a total defeat 
from the Egyptians, and a complete vic- 
tory over the Medes. It may perhaps ap- 
pear incredible, that the enemies of Mi- 
ſogug could think of employing againſt 
him an expedient fo likely to prove fatal 
to their country; but ſuch are the diſpo- 
ſitions of courtiers | they never heſitate 
to ſacrifice the intereſts of their country 
to private reſentment: they can behold' 
the blood of a whole army ſhed, without 
2 tear, if that of a private enemy: Low 19: 
increaſe the ſtream. | 


Wespe did not come to underſtand 
the injury which had been done him by 
the malice of his enemies, till the very 
day of battle with the Egyptians. At the 
time when the detachment of twenty thou- 
1 had been ordered from Miſogug 
: | army, 
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army, to join the forces under the com. 
mand of Valja, Miſogug himſelf had ad- 
vanced, with a ſmall body of troops, te 
view the ſituation of the Egyptians camp. 
At his return, it was too late to retire be- 
fore the enemy. Beſides, he was diſpo- 
ſed to pay the moſt ſubmiſhve obedience 
even to the ſlighteſt command of King 
Houl; and that detachment had been 
drawn off by the King's command. Find, 
ing that he could not avoid an engage- 

ment, though the forces of the enemy 
were double the number of his; he en- 
deavoured to ſtrengthen his weakneſs by 
artifice, and by an happy ſtratagem made 
up for the diminution of his numbers. 


 Knowine- that the Egyptians enter- 
tained a religious veneration for the bird 
This, and that they regarded all Wo 
committed any injuries againſt that ſpe- 
dies as guilty of the. moſt heinous ſacri- 
1 1 3 a lege > - 
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lege; Miſogug immediately aſſembled alt 
the fowlers in the neighbourhood, and 
addreffting them in a moſt eloquent ha- 
rangue, on patriotiſm and heroic valour, 
he fully proved to them, that it was their 
duty to ſacrifiee themſelves and their birds, 
in order to deliver their country from the 
Egyptians. Fowlers, in thoſe days, were: 
excellent ſubjeQs :. they would have ſa- 
eriſiced alt the falcons and ibis in their 
poſſeſſion, rather than ſuffer a ſingle hair to- 

fall unneceſſarily. from their ſovereign's 

| head. They reliſhed highly Miſogug's 
oration, and each of them. fwore by his 
dis, that he would loſe the laſt drop of his 
blood in his Majeſty's ſervice. Miſogug 
then placed a line of thoſe brave fowlers 
in the front of his vanguard, each of them 
carrying an ibis on his left hand, while 
His right was armed with 'a ſharp ſcymi- 
tar. He marched himſelf at the head of 
his army, with an ibis on his helmet, and 
, - 2 he 
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ke Had cauſed all his general officers te- 
arm themſelves in the ſame manner. His 
ſtratagem produced the deſired. effect. 
The Egyptians, afraid of hurting the ſa- 
cred bird, durſt. not throw a dart, nor 
ſhoot a ſingle arrow ; while the Babylo-- 
nians annoyed them with ſhowers of miſ-- 
file weapons. In ſhort, Miſogug cut ins 
pieces that ſuperſtitious army, without 
ſuffering the loſs of a ſingle man. Not 
content. with this victory; though he was: 
well aſſured that Valja hated him, he im- 
mediately. marched his. victorious army 
to ſupport his rival, and enable him to re-. 
trieve any falſe ſtep. Vala, had already 
loſt half his troops, and was on the point 
of making a ſhameful retreat; when Mi- 
gug arriving, rallied his flying army 
ſupported them with his eun, animated 
them with new valaur, and leading the 
two armies againſt the Medes Euſhed 
with their luccels, forced them to flee in 
11 their 
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their turn. Miſogug purſued them to tlie 
caves of Caucaſus, and gained over them 


a ſecond victory, no leſs complete and 


ſplendid, than that which he had _ 
over the Egyptians. | 


Tia Ja, Py of his own miſconduct 
and meanly jealous of Miſogug's glory, 
is ſaid to have maliciouſly aimed an ar- 
row at his deliverer, in the heat of the 
battle. Miſogug was dangerouſly wound, 
ed, yet he entered Babylon, amid the joy. 
ful ſound of trumpets and clarions, and 
ſongs of victory; and the honours of 2 
triumph were readily. granted him. 


- A*TRIUMPHAL arch was raiſed to him 
which {til bears his name, and is adorn» 


ed with a "marble ſtatue, repreſenting 


him with an Ibis on his head trampling 


dn à Crocodile; by which his Egyptian 


triumph is emblematically expreſſed- A- 
1.3 mid 
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mid thoſe acclamations and concerts of 
praiſe, his invidious rivals ſtilb continued 
to lampoon him; aſcribing to chance and 
his Ibis the victories which he had gain- 
ed. But the king, who deigned not to- 
read bad verſes, and was well aware of 
the malice of courtiers, named him Com- 
mander in Chief of all his 9 in 
peace and war. ö 


Hz ſuffered a good deat from the 
wound which he had received from an 
unknown and perfidious hand; but had 
been ſtill more deeply wounded by the 
bright eyes of Altema. As ſoon as his 
health was fully re-eſtabliſhed, he made 
her a ſecond offer of his hand. Soldiers, 
eſpecially when viQtorious, have ever 
deen the favourites of the fair. Miſo- 
gug flattered. himſelf that ſhe would now 


deign to receive his vows : and his hopes. 
can ſcarce be ſaid to have been preſump- 
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ons. But, however ſtrange it may 
appear, the haughty Altema perſiſted in 
ker former reſolutions. She replied, that, 
no doubt, it was highlx glorious to Vale 
quiſh the Egyptians by the help of an Ibis; 
that one of her anceſtors had done as 
much, two or three hundred years be- 
Fore, and to imitate him could not but be 
extremely honourable ; but that ſhe had 
ſworn never to marry any perſon below 
ide rank of a king, and that nothing 
ſhould ever induce her to violate her 
oath. However, to reward him for his 
merit in reſembling her anceſtor, ſhe 
ſent him a large: diamond, cut into the 
form of a Tau, with permiſſion to wear 
it, as an enſign of her order of knight- 
hood. Miſogug, proud of ſuch a pre- 
ſent, bound it on his breaſt, and ſwore 
that he would be a king for the ſake of 
his beloved Altema. 


A SINGLE 


a7 3 
A SINGLE COMBAT. 


| 1 HE Medes were ſo much exhauſt- 
ed by the loſs that they ſuffered from 
the victory which Miſogug had gained 
over them, that it was long before they 
were able to recruit their ſtrength. But 
the Egyptians, more numerous and power- 
ful, aſhamed of being routed by a young 
Cupbearer and a parcel of fowlers, and 
reſolved to efface the ſhame of their defeat; 
quickly aſſembled all the remains of their 
military force, and prepared for another 
inroad into Aſſyria. Their ſoldiers were 

ſtill afraid of being oppoſed by a body of 
Idis; but ſome old officers among them, 
who gave not much credit to the divinity 
n a of 
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| theirs, and marched from Babylon, with 


0 9 
If thoſe birds, laughed at the fears of their 
army, and vowedto twiſt their necks about, 
if the Babylonians ſhould again line their 
front with ſuch combatants. Their words 
were vain. Miſogug found it no longer 
neceſſary to have recourſe to that ſtrata- 


gem. Delivered from the invidious ma- 


<hinations of his enemies, whom Iſoul 
had baniſhed from the court, honoured 
with the confidence and friendſhip of his 
maſter, and at the head of the forces of 
Babylon,. to oppoſe man to man, was 
enough to render him victorious. Be- 
fides, he was not very vain of the cheap 
victories -which he had lately obtained; 
and was now willing to increaſe his 
glory by laurels. more dearly bought. 


Bamse informed of the formidable pre- 


xyptians, he put himſelf 
at the head of an army, as numerous as 


the 
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che prayers of the King for his ſacceſs, and 
the acclamations of the people. The 
Egyptians naturally became more def- 
perate againft Miſogug, from their re- 
garding him as a profane wretch, who 
had ſacrilegiouſiy expoſed their gods to 
flaughter;z and they took arms, as well 
to avenge the injuries of the ſacred Ibis, 
as to efface the ſhame of their late defeat. 
Religions wars are well known to be, 
commonly, the molt bloody, and of the 
longeſt duration; and ſuch was the war 
in which the Egyptians now engaged. 
Never had the Nile ſeen ſo many ſoldiers 
aſſembled on his banks: never did an 
Egyptian army march with fuch fury and 
deſperate valour againſt the enemy. The 
General of thoſe numerous forces was 
the brave Daaroth, king of Synopolis. 
Under him were the kings of Memphis, 
Abydus, Thebes, Canopus, Hermontia, 
Pampremis, Tanis, and Sais. All Egypt 
9 was 
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was, confederated in one body; and 


ſo many different ſtates, all. — 
vVich the ſame ſpirit, ſeemed to ſhreaten 
final ruin 4p the Afyrian. empire. Such 
were. the enemies whom the alylities of 
ae were 19 ih. | t os "Y 
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Tur Egyptians embarked, and ſet fall 
for the; jominions. of ig, and. their 
numerous feet covered the ea, Uke a 
large floating iſland. I Scarce. had they 
landed, . when. they, were metaby he Bar 
bylonian. forget Alter tog days reſt, 
che two. armigs drew up againſt. each 
other, in erden of battle. « The battle 
began with, the morning-light, laſted till 
ſun-ſet, and ys even. continue through 
a part of ;the, night. . Never, was there 2 
more bloody, on more. obſtingte engage · 
ment. The Egyptians ;fought,; to a: 
venge their violazed deities; the Baby. 


lonians, to. defend their families and pol 
2 * ſeſſions. 
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feffions. © Who could be a coward in 
ſuch a cauſe? Prodigies of valour were 


performed, on both fides; which 1 might, 
in vain, attempt to recount or deſeribe. 


Now the Babylonians were giving way; 


again they rallied, and preſſed with new 


vigour, on the Egyptians : at haſt the E. 
gyptians were thrown into confuſion, and 
Mifogug, who had his eyes almoſt every 
where over the field; % Perceived 
their diforder. * 


vigorouſly, that he broke their ranks, 


ſcattered them over the plain, and put 


them totally to flight. The Egyptians: 
fled to their ſfups; hoping, that, after 
having collected and refreſhed their ſhat-' 


tered troops, they might again land and 


attack the enemy. But Miſogug, with 


e prudence and foreſight, had fore- 
U 2 ſeen 


he "cauſed 4 
body of freſh trobps 
the rear of his army, and putting himſelf 
at their head, charged the Egyptians o 


* r 8 * rp. 


* 
9 
% 

2 
* 
* 
1 * 
4 
= 

1 

3 
"4 
* 
* 
0 
* 


-f oy =, £4 — — = * g 
2 6 wa A245 * 10 Eb "A" F n N * j 
TOO TO gr ern yn rm ML VILIIeN CIT, 
— — * „ . - „ = 


fruits when ſhaken by an autumnal blaſt. 
The fugitives were purſued with ſuch 
Velocity and fury, that, poſſibly, not a 


C 
ſeen and cut. off this laſt reſource. Be- 
fore the battle, he had ſecretly conveyed 
ſeveral. veſſels into a bay at a ſmall dif. 
unde from the ſtation of their fleet. And 
in che courſe of the night, his people had 
ſet the ſlüps of che Egyptians on fire, and 


cConſumed the whole, Thus deſtitute of 


weapons» of the :Babylonians, ke ripe 


ſingle wan of them would have eſcaped, 
had -not Miſogug, from the humanity of 
his temper, and from this defire to ſpare 
bloed, which would now de unneceflarily 
ſhed; cauſed his trumpets to found” a re- 
treat. The foldiers complained, that he 
deprived them of a lawful prey; but 


- Miſegug appeaſed them, by ſhewing, that 


they - could-derive no glory from maſſa- 
cring a defenceleſs 1 who were 
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entirely at their diſcretion, The two 


armies, leaving their dead on the field of 
battle, carried the wounded into their 
different camps, and ſpent the remainder 
of the night under arms. King Daaroth, 


whoſe- pride was equal to his valour, re- 
garded himſelf as accountable for the loſs 


of the battle, and being overpowered with 
ſhame for his — 2 rs 
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* Tir not one of my ſurviving | 


ſoldiers, who would not ſooner be cut in 


pieces, than eonfeſs himſelf conquered. 
Notwithſtanding their wounds, they are 
all preparing to avenge their diſgrace, 
and new ſtreams of blood muſt flow on 
both fides. You may ſpare their effuſion, 
dy accepting the defiance which I hereby 
offer, Dare to meet me in ſingle com- 
bat, and let us alone decide the fate of 
the two nations. If I fall by your arm, 


you ſhall ſucceed to my throne and em- 
pire; if I am victorious, I wiſh for no 


ather honour, but the reputation of ha- 
ving flain the brave geg in cloſe and 
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Seen 4 challenge could not hit 
be highly acceptable to the Babylonian: 


hero; and, after ſhewing it to ſeveral ob 
the oldeſt and: moſt experienced ofhcers; 
in the army, all of whom, conceiving 
the moſt favourable hopes of his courage, 


adviſed him to accept it; he anſwered the 


king of — in ideſe words.:. 


1 I ACCEPT, with ; joy, a. — of 
King Daaroth, not becauſe I think my- 
ſelf braver than he, or becauſe the hope 
of ſucceeding him on the thrane of 87 
nopolis inſpires me with new eourage . 
but, by meeting him in ſingle combats 
may put a ſtop to the farther eſfuſion of 
blood; I may; contribute to the re- eſta- 
bliſkiment of peace between two mighty 


and warlike nations, no leſs capable of 


inſpiring mutuabeſteem than mutual fear 


and E may thus relieve my royal maſter 


Rem preſent ſolieitude for the ſafety 
of 
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(2360 
of his people; ſuch are my reaſons for ac. 
cepting this challenge. - King Daaroth 

will pleaſe to appoint the hour and the 
place of combat; and whether vanquiſh. 
ed or victorious, I ſhall ever be proud of, 
and grateful for the honour which he has 
condeſcended to do me. 
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Tux modeſty and magnanimity ex- 
preſſed in this letter charmed King Daa- 
roth. He rejoiced, that he was to meet 2 
man whoſe courage and dignity of mind 
rendered him a worthy antagoniſt. He 
announced to Miſogug, by an herald, the 
place and hour for the combat. The 
two armies drew up in order of battle o- 
ver againſt each other; and in the ſpace 
between them the two amen to de- 
termin e their 2 "A 
83. Ar 
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each mounted on a prancing courſer, whog 
w if his "maſter had already culled his 
laurels, pawed the ground with a diſdaind 


ful foot, and ſeemed ready to fly witly 


him to the temple of fame. The charge 
no ſooner ſounded than the combatants 
ſprung eagerly forward, and wielding 
their lances with vigbur and} dexterity, 
aimed fatal puſhes, and laid on moſt furi« 
ous blows, Long did they alternatelyt 
attack and preſs uþ6n one” another in 
win. They were maſters" of the fant} 
kill, the" ſame: coolneſs,” and” the ſame 
intrepiditys : Two huge rücks, daſhek 
Gantt, each el in the air, cbuld 
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Kino Daaroth finding Mifogug always 
on his guard; and unable to make any 


ri on his arthögrz - wiltted; NW.! 


ever, 
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ever, to put a ſpeedy end to the combat, 
and therefore determined to attack his 
horſe. + Miſogug, : perceiving his deſign, 
lowered his lance, and warding off his 
blows, twice ſaved the life of his high-ſpi- 
rited courfer. The King then throwing 
away his lance,” quickly drew bis ſeymi- 
tar, and ſtooping forward to ſtrike the 
animals head, he; in ſpite of all that Mi- 
ſogug could do to ſave him, expoſed him- 
ſelf to the blow, and received it between 
his temples. A Miſogug feeling him ſtag- 
ger, nimbly-fprung to the ground, and 


lance in his breaſt, and forced him to diſ- 


mount in hir turn. The two antagoniſts, 

now both on foot, lay aſide their butklers, 
helmets, and cuiraſſes, which muſt have 
rendered them for ever invulnerable, and 
with ſcymitars in their hands, begin a new 
mode of combat more likely to be decifrve. 
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fole — Now with the plinnt ig 
ty of ſerpents, they ſprung backwards and 
forwards, and bended their bodies with 
various contortions, to wound or to ward 
off cachatherspuſhes. Now theyruſh upom 
each other with the impetuous· fury of li- 
ons; ; their: blades ſtrike and oroſs edch . 
ther. Here a vigorous attack follows 4 
deſigned; reſt ʒ there a feint gives loom 

ban unenpedded pulls In vain a burn- 
nig ſweat pours over their ſmoking hmbs 3 
in vain are they. envelopet in a doud of 
duſt : net one puſh but is foreſeen and 
uarded off; hot one but is returned: the 
longer the combat continues, the longer 
King Daarothlis wounded g the fight of 
his blogd, redoubles his rages and, loſing: 
that coolneſs of temper-which-hid/hither-: 
to tendered: him equal: to Miſogug, hie- 
ruſnes on him with imprudent fury, and 
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| from/his honour, have ſeized the advan- 
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(Cay). * 
_ weak his antagoniſt's breaſt. Miſogug 
calmly wards off his weapon, and deri. 


ving new ſecurity from his raſſineſs, anti- 
cipates victory which now could not fail 


to fall to him. Miſogug, when he per. 


ceived the King's ſtrength to be exhauſt. 
ed, and his fury to flacken, attacked him 


in his turn, while Daaroth could make 


but feeble reſiſtance. He retired, parry- 
ing Miſogug's keen attacks, who had 


now almoſt maſtered his arm, when lucki 


1y for Daaroth his ſeymitar broke, Miſo- 


gug immediately held his hand, and far 
from taking advantage of the misfortune 


of this adverſary, refuſed to continue the 
cided. The King, conſiderably weaken- 
ed by loſs of blood, could no longer pre- 
tend to the victory; but Miſogug gene- 
rouſly propoſed a new mode of combat, 
though 5 he might, vithout derogating 


| 4 ag ) | 
uges which Wade kad put in his 985 
er. King Daaroth, ſaid he, I could de- 
tive little glory from putting an end to 
your life in your preſent ſtate of weakneſs; | 
but as one of us muſt needs loſe his life, 
let us take each a bow, and determine by 
lot, who ſhall firſt aim at the other's life 
with a well pointed arrow: if fortune fa- 
your you, your arm has ſtill ſufficient 
firength; if my lot be to ſhoot firſt, 1 
ſhall n ſtrive not to miſs W >. 


|. Concipudiainjd with this: generous pro- 
poſal, King Daaroth would not deign to 
accept it. Too proud to confeſs himſelf 
vanquiſhed, too generous-minded-to re- 
ceive a favour from an enemy, he knew 
not how to actʒ when Mifogug, perceiving 
his diffculties and irreſolution, addreſſed 
him in theſe words: « King Daaroth, your 
ſtrength becomes every moment weaker 
vith the-lofs of blood which you ſuffer; 
Vol. . 5 * haſte 
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haſte to make a noble uſe of what till re. 
mains to you; your honour cannot be in- 


jured by the offer which J have made you; 
you. have ſnewn that you know how to 


attack and to defend yourſelf as becomes 


an hero; and if, by my propoſal, I till 
put in your power thoſe means of victory, 


of which you are deprived by fortune; 


4 55 to make ſome amends for her injuſ- 


tice, not to put an humiliating affront on 


your valour.” 


Ar laſt, he ad viſed kum 10. defer till 


| next day the iſſue of the combat, that du- 


ring the interval he might have his wounds 


dreſſed, and recruit his exhaũſted ſtrength. 


Jo this propoſal Daaroth agreed, ſaying, 
that his wounds were not of ſufficient 


conſequence to prevent him from con- 


tinuing the combat; but that he would 
make uſe of the intervening time to re- 


| fe on Miſogug' s propoſal, and to con- 


tult 


- 
44 


60 
nal; 


fiſt the captains and 61d" men of the E 
typtian army. Miſogug immediately 
made a ſignal, and the barrier in which 
they were · incloſed being opened, the two 
eombatants ſeparated; Miſogug, always 
modeſt, thoꝰ almoſt victorious; Daarothz. 
til haughty, the” almoſt Waite: 


DaxroTHa's frvathen was now ex 
fremely delicate. Should he accept Mis 
ſogug's s propofal? that would be to re- 
ecive a. favour granted by an enemy: 
Should he refuſe it? the fate of Egypt 
was determined. The Egyptilitis were at 
the mercy of Babylon. He aſſembles the 
other kings, and aſks their advice. . The 


King of Canopus, the eldeſt of them -all; 


faid, That, in order to-reſtore that equa» 
lity which had been loſt to Daaroth by 
the advantages which the Babylonian 
hero had gained, Miſogug muſt be al- 


lowed to draw two arrows againſt Daa 
X 2 roth, 


— 


e 
roth, while Daaroth: muſt aim only one 
at him ; and, beſides, Miſogug muſt 
host, fixſt 3. and if he ſhould- miſs, the 
next turn. muſt be the King; and that if 
Miſogug ſtill ſurvived, he muſt make uſe 
eee eee. 
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" Daaroth: he gladly. adopted it, and cau- 
fed his heralds to propoſe it to Miſogug, 
to whom it was equally: fatisfactory. In 
the coyrle of thenight he had his wounds 
dreſſed; none of which was mortal, and 
felt his hape and vigour- recruited: toge- 


15 ther. As ſoon. as day. appeared, the two 


champions again entered the liſts, in pre- 
ſence of the rwo enemies. Miſogug draws 
Þbis bow with graceful Tigours and ſhoots 
8 IE 
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a the Ferre tremble. Miſogug, 
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' Before" diſcharging it, invoked the aid of 
Heaven in a-ſhort, but fervent ejaculation. 
But, for otice, Heaven refuſed to-liſten to 
his prayer. His arrow whizzed thro* the 
air, without touching Daaroth, tho“ it 
paſſed very near him. The terror of the 
Egyptians was now ſucceeded by ſhouts 
of joy; and the hope of the Babylonians 

was changed ints anxious concern. Da- 
æroth bends his bow with: a ſteady hand; 
pointing his arrow ſtraight to his enemy's 
heart. Though Miſogug was incapable 
of fear, yet he almoſt repented of his ex- 
travagant generoſity The welbaimed 
arrow hiſſing through the air, leaves not 
its direction to his breaſt; but ſtriking a- 
gainſt the diamond-Tau, which he wore 
in honour of Altema, and which he had 
never laid aſide ſince he received it from 
her dear hand, it fell at his feet without 
Hurting him. With equal ſurprize and dif. 
appointment, the Egyptians beheld thismj- - 
. 13 nue, 


—— — — _ — 


8 
4 4 * —_—  —— w_ a L _ 
In 22 — Cage S. * ˙ͤ ev wh a ca 4. - 4 


c 266) 
racle, not dbubting but ſome partial deity 
had interpoſed to preſerve the Babyloni- 
an, by turning aſide the well-directed ar- 
row, or arming his breaſt with his own. 
impenetrable ægis. They raiſed a ſhout 
of deſpair; while the haughty Daaroth, 
caſting a look of confuſion alternately on 
fate. The hopes of the Babylonians were 
gug, Victor. He now prepared to ſhoot 
bis ſecond arrow. but firſt, with a ſmiling 
air, entirely free from inſolenee, he ad- 
dreſſed King Daaroth in theſe words: 
= King Daaroth, I miſled you at firſt, with: 
a deſi n to. diſcover. if you would mils 
me too: you have convinced me, that 
you are a moſt excellent archer; but know, 
that my Hill is not inferior to yours- 
I wiſhed alſo to have the advantage of 
Pour example: and it is not probable 

hat this ſhall miſs your So ſaying, he ſhot 


— 


| G28: )) | 
tte artow into the air, and, to the great 
aſtoniſhment of all preſent, ran to em 
brace King Daaroth. have been hap- 
py enough to conquer you, {aid he, with- 
out taking your life: and my wiſhes are 
ſatisfied. A King poſſeſſed of the valour F 
of Daaroth; ſhould not die, but under his 
laurels.” “ Moſt generous of heroes, ex- 
claimed Daaroth, if, after being vanquiſhe- 
ed, I could condeſcend to receive life 
from any one, to you alone would I owe. : 
ſuch a preſent;; but, after my defeat, life 
can be. only a burden to me: your gene- 
roſity only bumbles me, but ſhall not 
prevail with me to conſent to my on 
diſgrace : . enjoy my gratitude, not my. 
ſhame. Some Gad has protected you from 
my arm: I have, in vain, attacked you 
with the lance, the ſcymitar, and the bow. 
1 cannot bear my diſappointment and 
diſgrace Having ſo ſpoken he drew a. 
poignard, which. he had concealed under 
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Bis robe, and plunged it in His breaff;. 
The Babylonians beheld the raſh deed 
with admiration, while the Egyptians 
wept. Miſogug's breaſt was filled with 

grief and admiration at nee. And you, 
my people, —added the King, addreſſigg 

. . the Synopolitans, and pointing to Miſo- 
gug, —and you, my people, behold your 
king. I engaged with him on condition, 
that, if victorious, he ſhould: ſueceed to 
my throne and empire. He is victori. 
dus. Who of you dare diſpute them 
with him? His virtues and his valour—” 
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Dear prevented him from ſaying 
more, and the Synopolitans cried, Yes, 
Miſogug is our king: Yes, we agree to 
fubmit to his government: Who but 
Miſogug can be worthy to ſucceed Daa- 
roth? They inſtantly ran up, and ga- 
thering round Miſogug, hailed him King, 
raiſing aloft all at once, their colours, lan- 
24 ces Y 
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ces, and ſwords: Well, my friends, ſasd 
Miſogug, I will not be your King, but 
your father; and I ſwear, by the deity 
whoſe propitious favour has raiſed me to 
this honour, hy the manes of that hero 
vhom you have loſt, and by the Tau of 
the fair Altema, who to me is more pre- 
cious than a kingdom, that I will ever 
attend to your intereſts w ith the tender- 


ʒveſs and the cireumſpection of a. pa rent. 


In the mean me, he cauſed; the body of 
Daaroth to be carried into his tent; and, 


worthy. of that great man, he wrote 7 
King Iſoul, informing him that he was 
vctorious ; that the Synopolitans hall! 
made choice of him to ſucceed their de- 
ccaſed monarch ;: and had even proclaim- 
ed him their King, notwithſtanding all 
his endeavours to the contrary; and that 
having found it abſolutely. impoſſible to. 
zeſiſt their 5 he begged King 
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Tout. to regard him as his moſt faithfuk 
ally. In that letter Miſogng expreſſed, 
in the warmeſt terms, his gratitude to 
King Iſoul for all his kindneſs, and the 
regret which he felt at leaving his ſervice: 
he aſſured him, that the remembrance of 
his favours ſhould-never be effaced from 
| his breaſt; and-that be would go to E: 
gypt, only to make the Egyptians love 
and fear King Tout. He aſked him, to 
propoſe whatever conditions of peace he 
might think proper, and aſſured him, that 
de would cauſe his ambitious neighbours 
to accept them; however unfavourabt 
and rigorous they might appear. King 
'Houl: anfwered him by a leiter full of 
tender reproaches; he expreſſed the ſor. 
row which he felt at loſir g a ſubject e- 
qually diſtinguiſned for loyalty and valour, 
and joined to his letter a treaty of peace, 
in which he required from the Egyptians 
an * tribute of a thouſand drache 


{ 251 ) 
mas, in memory of the two victoties fo 
gloriouſly obtained by Miſogug: he fax- 


ther required of them to cede to him the 


city of Heroopolis, ſituated on the coaſt 
of the Red Sea, on the frontiers of Egypt, 
preciſely where Aſia is joined to Africa, 
by an Iſthmus known at preſent under 
the name of the Iſthmus of Suez. 


(#14 wanted thoſe a ene to 
be read to all the Egyptian Kings, and 
they agreed to comply with the demands 
of King Iſoul; they promiſed to pay the 
tribute: and cauſed the Egyptian garriſon 
to evacuate Heroopolis, which was ſoon 
after occupied by the troops of — King 
of ren. 7 


0 
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viſit to the fair Altema before going to 


Synopolis to take poſſeſſion of his throne. 
But his new dignity prevented him. His 


Q 252 ) 
chamberlain and other great officers re. 


preſented to him, thatit was inconſiſtent 


— 


with the Majeſty of a ſovereign Prince to 


. 


financier: that when he was only Grand 
Cupbearer, there could be nothing unbe- 
eoming in ſuch vifits; but that a King 


ought to ſet before his ſubjects an exam- 


ple of the moſt ſcrupulous obſervance of 
etiquette : that etiquette was the firſt duty 
of monarchs; that they might ſometimes 
venture to neglect or violate juſtice ; but 
etiquette muſt be ever held ſacred: and 
Miſogug, rather ſurpriſed at thoſe diſ- 
courſes, already found that there were 
difficulties annexed to the condition of 2 


pay a viſit to the wife of a Babylonian 


monarch, and that it was exceedingly 


Hard to be reſtrained from ſeeing one's 
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